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Word Nerds takes you inside classrooms at a high-poverty urban school and
shows how two teachers implement creative, flexible vocabulary instruction that
improves their students word knowledge and confidence, enhances classroom
community, and increases achievement. Leslie Montgomery and Margot Holmes
Smith weave vocabulary into each school day using multisensory instruction that
includes music, art, literature, movement, games, drama, writing, test-taking
skills, and technology. Along the way, they turn every student into alover of
language.

With support from literacy specialist Brenda Overturf, Leslie and Margot have
developed afive-part plan introducing new words in context, adding related
synonyms and antonyms, engaging studentsin several days of active learning,
celebrating new words, and assessing vocabulary development that teaches all
students to learn and love vocabulary.

This easy-to-read reference explains how to plan, teach, and assess based on the
latest research in vocabulary instruction and learning. Forget copying definitions
from the dictionary and completing boring worksheets! Word mastery comes
from intimate knowledge of language. From prediction to practice to
performance, students from all backgrounds can discover how to make words
their own. After incorporating Ledlie's and Margot's vocabulary plan into your
daily instruction, you and your students can become word nerds, too!
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Word Nerds takes you inside classrooms at a high-poverty urban school and shows how two teachers
implement creative, flexible vocabulary instruction that improves their students word knowledge and
confidence, enhances classroom community, and increases achievement. Leslie Montgomery and Margot
Holmes Smith weave vocabulary into each school day using multisensory instruction that includes music,
art, literature, movement, games, drama, writing, test-taking skills, and technology. Along the way, they turn
every student into alover of language.

With support from literacy specialist Brenda Overturf, Leslie and Margot have developed afive-part plan
introducing new words in context, adding related synonyms and antonyms, engaging studentsin several days
of active learning, celebrating new words, and assessing vocabulary development that teaches all students to
learn and love vocabulary.

This easy-to-read reference explains how to plan, teach, and assess based on the latest research in vocabulary
instruction and learning. Forget copying definitions from the dictionary and compl eting boring worksheets!
Word mastery comes from intimate knowledge of language. From prediction to practice to performance,
students from all backgrounds can discover how to make words their own. After incorporating Ledlie's and
Margot's vocabulary plan into your daily instruction, you and your students can become word nerds, too!
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Editorial Review

Review

"'Word Nerds raises the level of vocabulary instruction by setting the bar high for teachers, challenging us to
provide students with the desire to study vocabulary and apply their knowledge not only to standardized tests
but to daily writing and conversation.' --MiddleWeb

About the Author

Brenda J. Overturf began her career as a classroom teacher, working for eighteen years at the elementary and
middle school levels, before she coordinated K-12 reading for Jefferson County Public Schoolsin Louisville,
Kentucky. She also served as chair of the M.Ed. in Reading program at the University of Louisvilleandisa
former member of the International Reading Association Board of Directors.

While at IRA, she chaired a Common Core State Standards Task Force and continues as chair of the IRA
Common Core Standards Committee.

Brenda holds an Ed.D. degree with specialty in literacy education from the University of Louisville, and is
currently aliteracy consultant providing professional development and assistance to schools and districts
nationwide.

Leslie Montgomery is an intermediate-grades teacher at Gavin H. Cochran Elementary in Louisville,
Kentucky. After beginning her undergraduate degree in California and working for the Homes for the
Homeless Residential Camping Program in New Y ork City, Leslie returned to Louisville and earned her
bachel or's and master's degrees in teaching from the University of Louisville.

LedlieisaNational Board Certified Teacher in literacy and an alumna of the Kentucky Reading Project and
the Louisville Writing Project. She was a recipient of the 2010-2011 Gheens Innovation Award for strategic
vocabulary instruction.

Leglie has presented with her colleagues on vocabulary instruction at the International Reading Association
conference, the Kentucky Reading Association conference, the Kentucky Reading Project, the Louisville
Writing Project, and other professional development venues throughout the district.

Margot Holmes Smith is a reading and math intervention teacher for fourth and fifth grades at Atkinson
Academy for Excellencein Teaching and Learning in Louisville, Kentucky. Prior to becoming an
intervention teacher, she taught third and fourth grades at Atkinson.

Margot earned a bachelor's degree in biology and a master's degree in teaching from the University of
Louisville. Throughout her teaching career, Margot has had the opportunity to participate in the Kentucky



Reading Project and the Louisville Writing Project. She has presented with her colleagues at the
International Reading Association conference, the Kentucky Reading Association conference, the Kentucky
Reading Project, the Louisville Writing Project, and several other schoolsin the district.

She was arecipient of the 2010-2011 Gheens Innovation Award for strategic vocabulary instruction. Margot
is currently completing her M.Ed. in reading at the University of Louisville.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeffery Herring:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Word Nerds: Teaching All Students to Learn and
Love Vocabulary. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Aslong as we know about how
isimportant the book Word Nerds: Teaching All Studentsto Learn and Love Vocabulary. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Armando M cFarland:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Word Nerds: Teaching All Studentsto Learn
and Love Vocabulary book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Word Nerds: Teaching All Students
to Learn and Love Vocabulary as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one
guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Teresita Donahue:

ThisWord Nerds: Teaching All Students to Learn and Love Vocabulary is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly becauseit relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Word Nerds: Teaching All Studentsto Learn and Love Vocabulary can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So, don't misstheitem! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.



Grant Rickard:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It is named
of book Word Nerds: Teaching All Studentsto Learn and Love Vocabulary. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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