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Gin has been a drink of kings infused with crushed pearls and rose petals, and a
drink of the poor flavored with turpentine and sulfuric acid. Born in alchemists’
stills and monastery kitchens, its earliest incarnations were juniper flavored
medicines used to prevent plague, ease the pains of childbirth, even to treat a lack
of courage.

In The Book of Gin, Richard Barnett traces the life of this beguiling spirit, once
believed to cause a “new kind of drunkenness.” In the eighteenth century, gin-
craze debauchery (and class conflict) inspired Hogarth’s satirical masterpieces
“Gin Lane” and “Beer Street.” In the nineteenth century, gin was drunk by
Napoleonic War naval heroes, at lavish gin palaces, and by homesick colonials,
who mixed it with their bitter anti-malarial tonics. In the early twentieth century,
the illicit cocktail culture of prohibition made gin – often dangerous bathtub
gin—fashionable again. And today, with the growth of small–batch distilling, gin
has once-again made a comeback.

Wide-ranging, impeccably researched, and packed with illuminating stories, The
Book of Gin is lively and fascinating, an indispensible history of a complex and
notorious drink.
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Gin has been a drink of kings infused with crushed pearls and rose petals, and a drink of the poor flavored
with turpentine and sulfuric acid. Born in alchemists’ stills and monastery kitchens, its earliest incarnations
were juniper flavored medicines used to prevent plague, ease the pains of childbirth, even to treat a lack of
courage.

In The Book of Gin, Richard Barnett traces the life of this beguiling spirit, once believed to cause a “new
kind of drunkenness.” In the eighteenth century, gin-craze debauchery (and class conflict) inspired Hogarth’s
satirical masterpieces “Gin Lane” and “Beer Street.” In the nineteenth century, gin was drunk by Napoleonic
War naval heroes, at lavish gin palaces, and by homesick colonials, who mixed it with their bitter anti-
malarial tonics. In the early twentieth century, the illicit cocktail culture of prohibition made gin – often
dangerous bathtub gin—fashionable again. And today, with the growth of small–batch distilling, gin has
once-again made a comeback.

Wide-ranging, impeccably researched, and packed with illuminating stories, The Book of Gin is lively and
fascinating, an indispensible history of a complex and notorious drink.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Gin Lane, Hogarth’s famous print showing eighteenth-century Londoners in a riot of drunkenness, makes an
entertaining frontispiece—but The Book of Gin paints a much broader picture. Barnett, whose writing credits
include both the medical journal the Lancet and the entertainment weekly Time Out, offers an absorbing
popular history of one of history’s most popular drinks. Beginning with the ancient origins of distillation, he
vividly depicts Old England’s ups and downs with regulation and consumption, and the births of the gin-
and-tonic, Prohibition, and the cocktail era, and soon arrives in modern times. We are, he says, in the middle
of a gin renaissance: Now is the best time in the last five centuries to be drinking gin. Generous appendixes
include period writings and recipes, and Barnett’s scrupulous research is evident in endnotes, a lengthy
bibliography, and a detailed index. While not, perhaps, written with the widest possible readership in mind,
this is nonetheless a well-balanced blend of popular history and scholarship, written in a style as dry and
bracing as its subject. --Keir Graff

Review

"An absorbing popular history of one of history’s most popular drinks. … A well-balanced blend of popular
history and scholarship, written in a style as dry and bracing as its subject." —Booklist

"A myriad of interesting facts, along with social commentary and historical information... Having awakened
our thirst, Barnett reminds us that after five centuries now is the best time to enjoy gin." –The Scotsman
(UK)

“The Book of Gin is full of history that will make you grin. … an enchanting read.”—Cooking by the Book

"From the very beginnings of genever production, Barnett takes us on a colourful journey through gin's
history and its intersection with culture: from the contention in 1310 that spirits might contain the essence of
sunshine; distilled by vines into their fruits, through wars, world exploration, and global trade, to the Dutch
Golden Age and the Roaring Twenties, to its current renaissance in the cocktail world. … The urban, gritty
tales are as entertaining as they are informative, involving intriguing characters and delving into the works of
Daniel Defoe, William Hogarth, Charles Dickens and - of course - Ian Fleming's James Bond. … It's rare
that a book so catches our attention at Class, but this is a must-read for those who loves gin: it's not just a
geeky companion for nerds, but a truly enjoyable history for anyone who likes to end the working day with a
G&T." —Class Magazine (UK)

“Mr. Barnett takes the reader on a historic journey from the City States of Italy at the end of the Dark Ages
to the gin fueled dance floors of the Stork Club and El Morocco in New York City. We get a peek into the
gin revival among growing artisan distillers movement in the new millennium. If you love a classic gin
martini pour yourself one and tuck into this fascinating story … Oh, and make sure the gin bottle is
full.”—Dale Degroff, aka “King Cocktail,” founder and president of The Museum of the American Cocktail,
and author of The Craft of the Cocktail

“Few drinks have haunted society as starkly as gin … In The Book of Gin, Richard Barnett artfully charts the
aromatic distillate’s unlikely path from medicine to public menace, blending references as varied as the
Archidoxa of Paracelsus and … Mad Men to create a nuanced portrait of the drink and its impact on
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humanity. … The titular subject of Barnett’s book may be a distillate, but gin owes its life to the men and
women who produced, promoted, consumed and condemned it, from William III to James Bond. The most
lyrical of their names and stories … pepper Barnett’s story like bursts of poetry.”—The Times Literary
Supplement

"Well-balanced and bracingly smooth, Richard Barnett's The Book of Gin is equal parts rich and intoxicating
narrative mixed with an entertaining and wholly accessible era-spanning history of one of the world's most
storied spirits."—Brad Thomas Parsons, author of Bitters: A Spirited History of a Classic Cure-All

“How can you not want to indulge in gin – both the drink and this book – for as author Richard Barnett
points out, gin is ‘a seemingly inexhaustible vehicle for myth-making and story-telling.’ From medieval
alchemy to London’s notorious Gin Lane to glamorous Hollywood cocktail parties, our most able raconteur
Barnett provides insight into how gin became an unabashed icon and serves as a metaphor for Western
culture."—Peter Krass, author of Blood & Whiskey: The Life and Times of Jack Daniel’s

"Mr. Barnett’s research is fairly astonishing. With every few turns of the page, he conjures up obscure
primary sources to illustrate gin’s genealogy. Drawing from acts of Parliament, temperance tracts, Gordon’s
Gin advertisements and Hollywood films, Mr. Barnett punctuates his tale with the language and imagery of
the many eras of gin’s history."—The Washington Times

About the Author
Richard Barnett studied medicine before becoming a historian. His writing has appeared in The Lancet, The
London Magazine, and The Natural Death Handbook. He is the author of Medical London: City of Diseases,
City of Cures and The Sick Rose.

Richard Shelton is Regents Professor of English at the University of Arizona. He is the author of ten books
of poetry and six chapbooks. Shelton is the recipient of numerous awards, including the United States Award
from the International Poetry Forum and two NEA Fellowships.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Haller:

The book The Book of Gin: A Spirited World History from Alchemists' Stills and Colonial Outposts to Gin
Palaces, Bathtub Gin, and Artisanal Cocktails can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The Book of
Gin: A Spirited World History from Alchemists' Stills and Colonial Outposts to Gin Palaces, Bathtub Gin,
and Artisanal Cocktails? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Book of Gin: A Spirited World History from Alchemists' Stills and Colonial Outposts to Gin Palaces,
Bathtub Gin, and Artisanal Cocktails has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.



Wendy Kroll:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Book of Gin: A Spirited World
History from Alchemists' Stills and Colonial Outposts to Gin Palaces, Bathtub Gin, and Artisanal Cocktails
book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dennis Winters:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This The Book of Gin: A Spirited World History from
Alchemists' Stills and Colonial Outposts to Gin Palaces, Bathtub Gin, and Artisanal Cocktails is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Valeria May:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Book of Gin: A Spirited World History from Alchemists' Stills and Colonial
Outposts to Gin Palaces, Bathtub Gin, and Artisanal Cocktails can make you feel more interested to read.
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