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The U.S. invasion of Haiti in July 1915 marked the start of a military occupation
that lasted for nineteen years--and fed an American fascination with Haiti that
flourished even longer. Exploring the cultural dimensions of U.S. contact with
Haiti during the occupation and its aftermath, Mary Renda shows that what
Americans thought and wrote about Haiti during those years contributed in
crucia and unexpected ways to an emerging culture of U.S. imperialism.

At the heart of this emerging culture, Renda argues, was American paternalism,
which saw Haitians as wards of the United States. She explores the waysin
which diverse Americans--including activists, intellectuals, artists, missionaries,
marines, and politicians--responded to paternalist constructs, shaping new
versions of American culture along the way. Her analysis draws on arich record
of U.S. discourses on Haiti, including the writings of policymakers; the diaries,
letters, songs, and memoirs of marines stationed in Haiti; and literary works by
such writers as Eugene O'Neill, James Weldon Johnson, Langston Hughes, and
Zora Neale Hurston.

Pathbreaking and provocative, Taking Haiti illuminates the complex interplay
between culture and acts of violence in the making of the American empire.
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The U.S. invasion of Haiti in July 1915 marked the start of a military occupation that lasted for nineteen
years--and fed an American fascination with Haiti that flourished even longer. Exploring the cultural
dimensions of U.S. contact with Haiti during the occupation and its aftermath, Mary Renda shows that what
Americans thought and wrote about Haiti during those years contributed in crucial and unexpected ways to
an emerging culture of U.S. imperialism.

At the heart of this emerging culture, Renda argues, was American paternalism, which saw Haitians as wards
of the United States. She explores the ways in which diverse Americans--including activists, intellectuals,
artists, missionaries, marines, and politicians--responded to paternalist constructs, shaping new versions of
American culture along the way. Her analysis draws on arich record of U.S. discourses on Haiti, including
the writings of policymakers; the diaries, letters, songs, and memoirs of marines stationed in Haiti; and
literary works by such writers as Eugene O'Neill, James Weldon Johnson, Langston Hughes, and Zora Nedle
Hurston.

Pathbreaking and provocative, Taking Haiti illuminates the complex interplay between culture and acts of
violence in the making of the American empire.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

In July 1915, U.S. armed forces occupied Haiti, where they remained until 1934. Renda (history and
women's studies, Mt. Holyoke Coll.) explores the intellectual underpinnings of the U.S. military and political
actions and how the occupation affected American intellectuals and artists. Supporting the economic and
military reasons for the occupation was a sense of paternalism and racism. Haitians were seen as a backward,
inferior people needing the white man's benevolent protection. This protection turned at times to violence, as
U.S. marines suppressed Haitian uprisings during the occupation. In turn, the exotic nature of Haiti asa
whole, and the lure of its voodoo tradition in particular, shaped individual Marines along with black and
white American thinkers, writers, and artists: Orson Welles, Eugene O'Neill, James Weldon, Langston
Hughes, and Zora Neale Hurston produced wonderful works of art inspired by Haiti. Renda uses awide
collection of materials from diaries, memoirs, letters, books, plays, and the arts to produce an excellent
cultura study of the development of American imperialism. Recommended for all libraries. Stephen L.
Hupp, West Virginia Univ., Parkersburg

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Renda draws from awide variety of texts--marines memoirs, missionary reports, pulp fiction, official
documents, African American and Haitian literature--to suggest the multiple meanings of the United States
occupation of Haiti. (Emily S. Rosenberg, Macalester College)

"Taking Haiti" provides a superb analysis of the complex cultural meanings of the Haitian occupation as well
asits aftermath on the North American mainland. (Gail Bederman, University of Notre Dame)

Renda uses awide collection of materials from diaries, memoirs, letters, books, plays, and the arts to produce
an excellent cultural study of the development of American imperialism. Recommended for al libraries.
("Library Journal")

Renda's interpretation of Haiti as'Americas Africa’ combines an empathetic analysis of the American
military presence with a provocative discussion of interventionist paternalism’'s impact on Americas identity.
(Dennis E. Showalter, Colorado College)

Review

A study of the cultural characteristics and consequences of the intervention rather than as a complete
narrative of events. Thisinnovative work isless about Haiti than about the United States. That focus alows
Renda to provide new insights on the occupation. . . . One of the most important accomplishments of Taking
Haiti is Renda's persuasive argument that the Haitian intervention occupies a pivotal placein the formation
of twentieth-century American culture. A historical episode often treated as an oddity is inscribed here as
central to an emerging national conversation about race, gender, and power.--Journal of American History

Thisisaunique synergy of the historical and the mythic aspects of the quarter-century U.S. occupation of
Haiti. Renda’s interpretation of Haiti as'America's Africa’ combines an empathetic analysis of the American
military presence with a provocative discussion of interventionist paternalism’'s impact on America's identity.



The occupation simultaneously made U.S. imperialism more resilient and led to the destabilizing of central
cultural forms, especialy in the contexts of race and gender.--Dennis E. Showalter, Colorado College

[A] significant and exciting contribution to this growing interdisciplinary field. . . . Prodigiously researched
and persuasively argued. . . . Without doubt, the research, analysis, and conclusions presented in this work
will shape, enrich, and inspire scholarship in these and related fields for time to come.--Caribbean Studies

Renda makes a sterling contribution to this growing literature [on the U.S. occupation of Haiti] with a bold
and provocative look at the interplay of race, gender, culture, and national identity in U.S.-Haitian relations.-
-Florida Historical Quarterly

Renda draws from awide variety of texts--marines memoirs, missionary reports, pulp fiction, official
documents, African American and Haitian literature--to suggest the multiple meanings of the United States
occupation of Haiti. She integrates cultural analysis related to gender, race, class, and nation into
international history, producing a sophisticated and highly readable book suitable both for classrooms and for
specialists.--Emily S. Rosenberg, Macalester College

Taking Haiti provides a superb analysis of the complex cultural meanings of the Haitian occupation as well
as its aftermath on the North American mainland. Renda paints a nuanced panorama of gendered
imperialism, from policymakers and enforcers in Haiti, to confused Marines, to writers, playwrights, and
other intellectual s invoking Haiti as they threaded their ways through the maze of American gender, racial,
and national identities. Renda delineates the complexities and ironies of these stories with great sensitivity
and lucidity.--Gail Bederman, University of Notre Dame

[A] provocative and insightful interpretation of twentieth-century United States imperialism.--History

[Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism] does an excellent job of
establishing a cultural and historical context for Haiti and the United States before the
intervention.--Eurospan

Renda's examination of Haiti is afine example of a second wave of scholarship that has emphasized cultural
interaction, especially issues related to gender and race.--Choice



Renda uses a wide collection of materials from diaries, memoirs, letters, books, plays, and the arts to produce
an excellent cultural study of the development of American imperialism. Recommended for all
libraries.--Library Journal

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steven Resnick:

Here thing why this specific Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-
1940 are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at abook is good but it really dependsin the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. Taking Haiti: Military Occupation
and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940 giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the
Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the
Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940 in e-book can be your choice.

Nyla Gomez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin
e-book way, more ssmple and reachable. This specific Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of
U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940 can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step
for you to get success. Thisbook offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Taking Haiti:
Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940.

Phillip Martin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It is called of
book Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940. Y ou can include
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Dianna Weaver :

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.



On this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940 when you
desired it?
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