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Presidential power is perhaps one of the most central issues in the study of the
American presidency. Since Richard E. Neustadt's classic study, first published
in 1960, there has not been a book that thoroughly examines the issue of
presidential power. Presidential Power: Theories and Dilemmas by noted scholar
John P. Burke provides an updated and comprehensive look at the issues,
constraints, and exercise of presidential power.

This book considers the enduring question of how presidents can effectively
exercise power within our system of shared powers by examining major tools and
theories of presidential power, including Neustadt's theory of persuasion and
bargaining as power, constitutional and inherent powers, Samuel Kernell's theory
of going public, models of historical time, and the notion of internal time. Using
illustrative examples from historical and contemporary presidencies, Burke helps
students and scholars better understand how presidents can manage the public's
expectations, navigate presidential-congressional relations, and exercise
influence in order to achieve their policy goals.
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Presidential power is perhaps one of the most central issues in the study of the American presidency. Since
Richard E. Neustadt's classic study, first published in 1960, there has not been a book that thoroughly
examines the issue of presidential power. Presidential Power: Theories and Dilemmas by noted scholar John
P. Burke provides an updated and comprehensive look at the issues, constraints, and exercise of presidential
power.

This book considers the enduring question of how presidents can effectively exercise power within our
system of shared powers by examining major tools and theories of presidential power, including Neustadt's
theory of persuasion and bargaining as power, constitutional and inherent powers, Samuel Kernell's theory of
going public, models of historical time, and the notion of internal time. Using illustrative examples from
historical and contemporary presidencies, Burke helps students and scholars better understand how
presidents can manage the public's expectations, navigate presidential-congressional relations, and exercise
influence in order to achieve their policy goals.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book fills a major gap in the presidency studies scholarly literature. It brings Richard E. Neustadt's
classic study of presidential power up to the present with a comprehensive examination of subsequent
research on the subject. It promises to become standard reading in courses on the American presidency, and a
foundational text on presidential power for scholars.”
—Meena Bose, Director of Peter S. Kalikow Center for the Study of the American Presidency

“John Burke's masterful book disentangles the complex and contradictory nature of the American
presidency. Burke is at the top of his game with this outstanding book and we are in his debt for making this
hard-to-comprehend office more accessible.”
—Michael A. Genovese, President, World Policy Institute at Loyola Marymount University

“Burke provides readers with a comprehensive introduction to the leading scholarship and debates on
presidential power in American politics. This book should be required reading for anyone interested in
understanding both the expansion of presidential power and the constraints placed on White House
governing across time.”
—Adam Warber, Clemson University

From the Back Cover
This book fills a major gap in the presidency studies scholarly literature. It brings Richard E. Neustadt s
classic study of presidential power up to the present with a comprehensive examination of subsequent
research on the subject. It promises to become standard reading in courses on the American presidency, and a
foundational text on presidential power for scholars.
Meena Bose, Director of Peter S. Kalikow Center for the Study of the American Presidency
John Burke s masterful book disentangles the complex and contradictory nature of the American presidency.
Burke is at the top of his game with this outstanding book and we are in his debt for making this hard-to-
comprehend office more accessible.
Michael A. Genovese, President, World Policy Institute at Loyola Marymount University
Presidential power is perhaps one of the most central issues in the study of the American presidency. Since
Richard E. Neustadt s classic study, first published in 1960, there has not been a book that thoroughly
examines the issue of presidential power. "Presidential Power: Theories and Dilemmas" by noted scholar
John P. Burke provides an updated and comprehensive look at the issues, constraints, and exercise of
presidential power.
This book considers the enduring question of how presidents can effectively exercise power within our
system of shared powers by examining major tools and theories of presidential power, including Neustadt s
theory of persuasion and bargaining as power, constitutional and inherent powers, Samuel Kernell s theory of
going public, models of historical time, and the notion of internal time. Using illustrative examples from
historical and contemporary presidencies, Burke helps students and scholars better understand how
presidents can manage the public s expectations, navigate presidential-congressional relations, and exercise
influence in order to achieve their policy goals.
John P. Burke is the John G. McCullough Professor of Political Science at the University of Vermont. He is
author of numerous articles and books on the presidency, including "Honest Broker? The National Security
Advisor and Presidential Decision Making "(2009), "Becoming President: The Bush Transition 2000-2003"
(2004), "The Institutional Presidency" (2000) and "Presidential Transitions: From Politics to Practice"



(2000).
"

About the Author

John P. Burke is the John G. McCullough Professor of Political Science at the University of Vermont. He
has published numerous articles and books on the presidency, including Honest Broker? The National
Security Advisor and Presidential Decision Making (2009), Becoming President: The Bush Transition 2000-
2003 (2004), and Presidential Transitions: From Politics to Practice (2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joe Vizcarra:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Presidential Power: Theories and Dilemmas
book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Hermelinda Anthony:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Presidential
Power: Theories and Dilemmas suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Presidential Power: Theories and Dilemmasis the main of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Donna Willeford:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Presidential Power: Theories and Dilemmas the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The Presidential Power: Theories and Dilemmas giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?



Elizabeth Walborn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Presidential Power: Theories and
Dilemmas.
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