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In a world riven with conflict, violence and war, this book proposes a
philosophical defense of pacifism. It argues that there is a moral presumption
against war and unless that presumption is defeated, war is unjustified. Leading
philosopher of non-violence Robert Holmes contends that neither just war theory
nor the rationales for recent wars (Vietnam, the Gulf War, the Iraq and
Afghanistan Wars) defeat that presumption, hence that war in the modern world
is morally unjustified.

A detailed, comprehensive and elegantly argued text which guides both students
and scholars through the main debates (Just War Theory and double effect to
name a few) clearly but without oversimplifying the complexities of the issues or
historical examples.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Robert L. Holmes has been one of those who never lost sight of war's importance and the urgency of
crafting alternatives … His new book will be a reference point for all further discussions of the topic.” -Notre
Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author
Robert L. Holmes is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the University of Rochester, USA. His main
research is in philosophy of war, the ethics of nonviolence, and contemporary moral problems. He is the
author of Basic Moral Philosophy (2006) and On War and Morality (1989), co-author of Philosophical
Inquiry (1968), and co-editor of Nonviolence in Theory and Practice (1990). He has published over 75
scholarly papers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Olivieri:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Pacifism: A Philosophy
of Nonviolence is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Mae Bushee:

This Pacifism: A Philosophy of Nonviolence is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Pacifism: A Philosophy
of Nonviolence in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So ,
it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Maria Levine:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Pacifism: A Philosophy of Nonviolence. This book



which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

James Scott:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Pacifism: A Philosophy of Nonviolence to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the
publication Pacifism: A Philosophy of Nonviolence can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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