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Chief Inspector Chen Cao of the Shanghai Police Department is in an unusual
situation?a poet by training and inclination, he was assigned by the party to the
Police Department after he graduated college, where he has continued to shine.
Now he's a rising cadre in the party, in line to take over the top politic position in
the police department, while being one of most respected policeman in the
department. Which is why he's brought in by the Party to sign off on the
investigation into the death of Zhou Keng.
Zhou Keng?a trusted princeling, son of a major party member?was head of the
Shanghai Housing Development Committee when a number of his corrupt
practices were exposed on the internet. Removed from his position and placed
into extra-legal detention, Zhou apparently hanged himself while under guard.
While the Party is anxious to have Zhou's death declared a suicide, and for the
renowned Chief Inspector Chen to sign off on that conclusion, the sequence of
events don't quite add up. Now Chen will have to decide what to do – investigate
the death as a possible homicide and risk angering unseen powerful people, or
seek the justice that his position requires him to strive for.
Qiu Xiaolong's Enigma of China is one of Publishers Weekly's Best
Mystery/Thriller Books of 2013
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Chief Inspector Chen Cao of the Shanghai Police wanted to be a poet in college but was state-assigned upon
graduation to the police bureau. He is, by definition, a man at war with himself, a poet caught within the
constraints of the party. (Chen will remind fans of the late Stuart Kaminsky’s Inspector Rostnikov of the
Moscow Police mysteries.) This series brilliantly portrays Chen’s predicament and his maneuvers to both
work within the system and subvert it. The prod to Chen’s conscience this time comes from party orders to
sign off on the death of the son of a major party member as a suicide, when Chen’s instinct is that he may
have been murdered. The man (head of the Shanghai Housing Development Committee) was outed by
“netizens” who investigated his corrupt practices through the Internet, starting with a photo of one very
expensive pack of cigarettes. In addition to being a wonderful character study and surprise-packed mystery,
Qiu’s latest is a many-faceted study of contemporary China. --Connie Fletcher

Review

Praise for Enigma of China:

"Superb...This installment approaches the levels of Eliot Pattison and James Church's similarly themed
novels, and the series has gotten stronger with age." ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"In addition to being a wonderful character study and surprise-packed mystery, Qiu's latest is a many-faceted
study of contemporary China.." ?Booklist

Praise for Don't Cry, Tai Lake:

“When Chief Inspector Chen Cao of the Shanghai Police Department lucks into an all-expenses-paid
getaway package, we veteran mystery readers anticipate that more snooping than snoozing will soon be on
Chen's vacation itinerary. We are not disappointed.” ?NPR on Don't Cry, Tai Lake

“Chen's seventh (The Mao Case, 2009, etc.) is again peppered with poetry and told with clarity and elegance.
Its portrait of modern China is as intriguing as its slow-rolling whodunit.” ?Kirkus Reviews on Don't Cry, Tai
Lake

“Thought-provoking, poetic and suspenseful.” ?The Wall Street Journal on Don't Cry, Tai Lake

About the Author
QIU XIAOLONG is a poet and author of several previous novels featuring Inspector Chen as well as Years
of Red Dust, a Publishers Weekly Best Books of 2010. Born and raised in Shanghai, Qiu lives with his
family in St. Louis, Missouri.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Bruce Parisien:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Enigma of
China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector Chen Cao)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Bonnie Daves:

The book Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector Chen Cao) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector Chen Cao)? A few of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel
(Inspector Chen Cao) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ralph Scott:

Here thing why this particular Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector Chen Cao) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from
it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector
Chen Cao) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is
no book that similar with Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector Chen Cao). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector Chen Cao) in e-book can be your
alternate.

Jeffrey Chambers:

The book untitled Enigma of China: An Inspector Chen Novel (Inspector Chen Cao) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go
through.
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