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Georgiaisthe most Western-looking state in today’s Near or Middle East and,
despite having one of the longest, most turbulent histories in the Christian or
Near Eastern world, no proper history of the country has been written for
decades. Donald Rayfield redresses this balance in Edge of Empires: A History
of Georgia, focusing not merely on the post-Soviet era, but on the whole of its
history, accessing a mass of new material from the country’s recently opened
archives.

The book begins with the first intimations of the existence of Georgiansin
ancient Anatolia and ends with today’ s volatile President Saakashvili. It deals not
only with the country’ sinterna politics, but with its complex struggles with the
empires which have tried to control, fragment or even exterminate the country.
All world history — Xenophon's Greeks, the Arabs, the invading Turks, the
Crusades, Chingiz Khan and Timur Lang, the Persian empire, the Russian
empire, Soviet totalitarianism — is reflected in Georgia s history.

Donald Rayfield describes Georgia s swings between disintegration and unity,
making full use of primary sources, many not available beforein English. He
examines the history of a country which, though small, stands at a crossroads
between Russia and the Muslim world, between Eastern Europe and Central
Asia, and is adramatic example of state-building and, also, of tragic political
mistakes.
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Georgiaisthe most Western-looking state in today’s Near or Middle East and, despite having one of the
longest, most turbulent histories in the Christian or Near Eastern world, no proper history of the country has
been written for decades. Donald Rayfield redresses this balance in Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia,
focusing not merely on the post-Soviet era, but on the whole of its history, accessing a mass of hew material
from the country’s recently opened archives.

The book begins with the first intimations of the existence of Georgiansin ancient Anatolia and ends with
today’ s volatile President Saakashvili. It deals not only with the country’ sinternal politics, but with its
complex struggles with the empires which have tried to control, fragment or even exterminate the country.
All world history — Xenophon’'s Greeks, the Arabs, the invading Turks, the Crusades, Chingiz Khan and
Timur Lang, the Persian empire, the Russian empire, Soviet totalitarianism —isreflected in Georgia's
history.

Donald Rayfield describes Georgia s swings between disintegration and unity, making full use of primary
sources, many not available before in English. He examines the history of a country which, though small,
stands at a crossroads between Russia and the Muslim world, between Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and
is adramatic example of state-building and, aso, of tragic political mistakes.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Donald Rayfield’s Edge of Empiresis awonderful history of Georgia, lifting the lid on that country'storrid,
rambunctious past (and present). Impeccably researched, limpidly written and full of insight.”
(William Boyd, Books of the Year, The Guardian)

“Donald Rayfield’ s panoramic Edge of Empiresis an impressive work that helps us understand why this
south Caucasus nation of 6.4m people lodged in a hostile and unstable neighbourhood looks so longingly to
the West. . . . Edge of Empiresis the most wide-ranging and reliable history of Georgiaoneislikely to find
for many yearsto come.”

(Tony Barber, Financial Times)

“[An] ambitious and comprehensive history of acomplex country. . .. Mr. Rayfield’s powerful themeis of
brief periods of prosperity and security, ended by invasion, conquest, looting and despoliation.”
(The Economist)

“The most comprehensive and up-to-date history of Georgiaavailable in English. Thistour de force explains
why the small south Caucasus nation looks longingly to the west. A work of consummate erudition from
Britain’s foremost expert on Georgian history and literature.”

("Books of the Year," Financial Times)

“Rayfield offers the most comprehensive and detailed survey history of the country of Georgiato date. . . .
An excellent and indispensable reference for libraries, studies, researchers, and general readers. Essential.”
(Choice)

2013 Outstanding Academic Title
(Choice magazine)

About the Author

Donald Rayfield is professor emeritus of Russian and Georgian in the Department of Russian, Queen Mary,
University of London. He is the author of Salin and His Hangmen: The Tyrant and Those Who Killed for
Him.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
George Finch:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia.
All type of book isit possible to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social
media.



Gary Ritchie

Now aday people that Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia book because
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
thereis no doubt in it as you know.

John Rivera;

Typically the book Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia has alot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Anthony Balentine:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Edge of Empires: A History of
Georgia can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Download and Read Online Edge of Empires. A History of Georgia
By Donald Rayfield #ND30L JI 7WQX



Read Edge of Empires. A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield
for online ebook

Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield books to read online.

Online Edge of Empires. A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield ebook PDF
download

Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield Doc
Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield M obipocket
Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield EPub

ND30LJI 7WQX: Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia By Donald Rayfield



