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Writing high-quality papers suitable for publication within international scientific
journals is now an essential skill for all early-career researchers; their career
progression and the reputation of the department in which they work depends
upon it. However, many manuscripts are rejected or sent back for major re-
working not because the science they contain is in any way 'bad', but because the
same problems keep occurring in the way that the material is presented. It is one
thing to write a good scientific paper, however it is quite another thing to get it
published. This requires some additional nous. In writing this book Don Harris
draws upon nearly a quarter of a century of experience as an author and reviewer
of research papers, and ultimately as a journal editor. By his own admission, it
contains all the things he wished that his mentors had told him 25 years ago, but
didn't. The material in the book is drawn from many years of finding all these
things out for himself, usually by trial and error (but mostly error!). The text
adopts a much lighter touch than is normally found in books of this type - after
all, who really wants to read a book about writing research papers? The author
describes his own unique approach to writing journal papers (which, in his own
words, has proved to be extremely successful). All major points are illustrated
with examples from his own, published works. The book is written in the form of
a manual for constructing a journal manuscript: read a chapter, write a section.
However, the material it contains goes beyond just this and also describes how to
select a target journal, the manuscript submission process, what referees are
looking for in a good journal paper, and how to deal with the referees' comments.
Each chapter concludes with a checklist to ensure all the key elements have been
addressed.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The most difficult challenge facing early career researchers is making the transition from researcher to
published researcher. In what I can honestly say is one of the most useful books I have ever read, Don Harris
provides detailed step-by-step guidance for researchers wishing to publish their work in peer-reviewed
academic journals. Just about everything budding authors need to know is covered, ranging from impact
factors and citation rates to specific guidance on structure, writing style, and responding to reviewers
comments. With the threat to "publish or perish" looming as large as ever, this book makes a timely and
essential addition to the Human Factors catalogue. Written in Don's own unique style, it is a joy to read, and
is a must have for students, early career researchers, and even experienced academics wishing to enhance
academic outputs. Buy it now and become prolific...you will thank Don later.' Paul Salmon, Monash
University, Australia 'As a reviewer of countless scientific manuscripts over the years, I have to tell you that
this book is sorely needed! If you only knew how many solid studies never see the light of day because the
authors were unable to tell their story you would be shocked. This is a must-have, "how-to" book on writing
up your research, kind of "journal-paper writing for dummies" - perhaps that's why I liked it so much. In
writing this soon to be best-selling book, Don has struck an enviable compromise between breadth and
depth, and I especially like the conversational tone throughout. In short, this book is intended to be used, not
just a bookcase ornament; I can envision many pages with yellow sticky notes and rabbit-eared corners.'
Scott A. Shappell, Clemson University, USA 'A comprehensive and easily accessible guide, nicely written
by somebody who has been at the receiving end of much scientific human factors research. Don Harris's
Writing Human Factors Research Papers is full of tips and examples of what to do, and what not to do. A
much needed contribution to all human factors research training.' Sidney Dekker, Griffith University,
Australia 'This book is an excellent resource for budding Ergonomics researchers (such as myself). It
encourages us to review the work of others to enhance our own writing skills and be more receptive to the
comments of reviewers. Most importantly, the book goes beyond merely the process of writing. As I
understand it, this book is actually about "authoring". It starts right from Chapter 1 "Before You Start...",
takes the reader through the review process (Chapter 9), and goes all the way to Chapter 10 "Responding to
Referees Comments", not to mention some tips for being able to wait patiently whilst the paper journeys
towards actual print. The book covers very fundamental yet important aspects of formatting (Chapter 8), the
different journals available (Chapter 1), and some quality metrics such as impact factor, immediacy index
and journal citing half-life, to name a few.' Ergonomics Vol. 55, No. 12, December 2012

About the Author
Don Harris PhD BSc is Director of HFI Solutions Ltd. He is also a Visiting Professor at Shanghai Jiao Tong
University and an Honorary Visiting Fellow at the University of Leicester. Prior to establishing his own
company he was Professor of Aerospace Human Factors at Cranfield University. Don is a Fellow of the
Institute of Ergonomics and Human Factors, a Chartered Psychologist and a European Aviation
Psychologist. Don has an extensive publication record. He has published more than 70 scientific journal
papers, 100 conference papers and has edited or written 16 books on human factors in aviation and defence.
Over the last 25 years Don has been Editor-in-Chief of the journal Human Factors and Aerospace Safety and
is currently Editor-in-Chief of Aviation Psychology and Applied Human Factors. He has also acted as Guest
Editor for issues for special issues of Ergonomics, the International Journal of Cognitive Ergonomics and
Cognition Technology and Work, and sits on the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Applied
Aviation Studies. In association with Neville Stanton (Southampton University) and Eduardo Salas
(University of Central Florida) he is Series Editor for the Ashgate series of research monographs Human



Factors in Defence. Don regularly gives seminars to early career researchers working in industry, academia
and research establishments on the preparation and submission of high-quality manuscripts to human factors
journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

This Writing Human Factors Research Papers: A Guidebook tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Writing Human Factors Research Papers: A
Guidebook can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Writing Human Factors Research Papers: A Guidebook giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Henry:

This book untitled Writing Human Factors Research Papers: A Guidebook to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Juan Turgeon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Writing Human Factors Research
Papers: A Guidebook that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Writing Human Factors Research Papers: A Guidebook become your own
starter.

William Stone:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Writing Human
Factors Research Papers: A Guidebook which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?



Let's see.
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