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The Port Royal Experiment builds on classic scholarship to present not a
historical narrative but a study of what is now called development and nation-
building. The Port Royal Experiment was a joint governmental and private effort
begun during the Civil War to transition former slaves to freedom and self-
sufficiency. Port Royal Harbor and the Sea Islands off the coast of South
Carolina were liberated by Union Troops in 1861. As the Federal advance began,
the white plantation owners and residents fled, abandoning approximately 10,000
black slaves. Several private Northern charity organizations stepped in to help the
former slaves become self-sufficient. Nonetheless, the Point Royal Experiment
was only a mixed success and was contested by efforts to restore the status quo
of white dominance. Return to home rule then undid much of what the
experiment accomplished.

While the concept of development is subject to a range of interpretations, in this
context it means positive, continuously improving, and sustained change across a
variety of human social conditions. Clearly such an effort was at the heart of the
Port Royal Experiment. While the term “nation-building” may seem misplaced
given that no “nation” was the beneficiary of these efforts, the requirement to
build institutions critical to nation-building operations was certainly a large part
of the Port Royal Experiment and offers many lessons for modern efforts at
nation building.

The Port Royal Experiment divides into ten chapters, each of which is designed
to treat a particular aspect of the experience. Topics include planning
considerations, philanthropic society activity, civil society, economic
development, political development, and resistance. Each chapter presents the
case study in the context of more recent developmental and nation-building
efforts in such places as Bosnia, Somalia, Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan and
incorporates recent scholarship in the field. Modern readers will see that the
challenges that faced the Port Royal Experiment remain relevant, even as their
solutions remain elusive.
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The Port Royal Experiment builds on classic scholarship to present not a historical narrative but a study of
what is now called development and nation-building. The Port Royal Experiment was a joint governmental
and private effort begun during the Civil War to transition former slaves to freedom and self-sufficiency.
Port Royal Harbor and the Sea Islands off the coast of South Carolina were liberated by Union Troops in
1861. As the Federal advance began, the white plantation owners and residents fled, abandoning
approximately 10,000 black slaves. Several private Northern charity organizations stepped in to help the
former slaves become self-sufficient. Nonetheless, the Point Royal Experiment was only a mixed success
and was contested by efforts to restore the status quo of white dominance. Return to home rule then undid
much of what the experiment accomplished.

While the concept of development is subject to a range of interpretations, in this context it means positive,
continuously improving, and sustained change across a variety of human social conditions. Clearly such an
effort was at the heart of the Port Royal Experiment. While the term “nation-building” may seem misplaced
given that no “nation” was the beneficiary of these efforts, the requirement to build institutions critical to
nation-building operations was certainly a large part of the Port Royal Experiment and offers many lessons
for modern efforts at nation building.

The Port Royal Experiment divides into ten chapters, each of which is designed to treat a particular aspect of
the experience. Topics include planning considerations, philanthropic society activity, civil society,
economic development, political development, and resistance. Each chapter presents the case study in the
context of more recent developmental and nation-building efforts in such places as Bosnia, Somalia, Kosovo,
Iraq, and Afghanistan and incorporates recent scholarship in the field. Modern readers will see that the
challenges that faced the Port Royal Experiment remain relevant, even as their solutions remain elusive.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Kevin Dougherty does a masterful job placing his thorough examination of the Port Royal Experiment in
the context of the evolving field of nation- and state-building operations in a fashion beneficial to both
scholars and policy practitioners.”

?Dr. Bob Pauly, University of Southern Mississippi

About the Author
Kevin Dougherty, Charleston, South Carolina, is a tactical officer and adjunct professor at The Citadel in
Charleston, South Carolina. He is the author of thirteen books, including The Peninsula Campaign of 1862:
A Military Analysis, Civil War Leadership and Mexican War Experience, and Weapons of Mississippi, all
published by the University Press of Mississippi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Port Royal Experiment:
A Case Study in Development. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Rod Doughty:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Port Royal Experiment: A
Case Study in Development that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you are able to pick The Port Royal Experiment: A Case Study in Development become your starter.

Tracy Laflamme:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you think



reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Port Royal Experiment: A Case Study
in Development which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Darlene Kidd:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is The Port Royal Experiment: A Case Study in Development. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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