
The Hiltons: The True Story of an American
Dynasty

By J. Randy Taraborrelli

The Hiltons: The True Story of an American Dynasty By J. Randy
Taraborrelli

THE HILTONS is a sweeping saga of the success-and excess-of an iconic
American family. Demanding and enigmatic, patriarch Conrad Hilton's visionary
ideas and unyielding will established the model for the modern luxury hotel
industry. But outside the boardroom, Conrad struggled with emotional
detachment, failed marriages, and conflicted Catholicism. Then there were his
children: Playboy Nicky Hilton's tragic alcoholism and marriage to Elizabeth
Taylor was the stuff of tabloid legend. Barron Hilton, on the other hand, deftly
handled his father's legacy, carrying the Hilton brand triumphantly into the new
millennium. Eric, raised apart from his older brothers, accepted his supporting
role in the Hilton dynasty with calm and quiet-a stark contrast to the boys' much
younger half-sister Francesca, whose battle for recognition led her into
courtrooms and conflict. The cast of supporting players includes the inimitable
Zsa Zsa Gabor, who was married to Conrad briefly and remained a thorn in his
side for decades, and a host of other Hollywood and business luminaries with
whom the Hiltons crossed paths and swords over the years.
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THE HILTONS is a sweeping saga of the success-and excess-of an iconic American family. Demanding and
enigmatic, patriarch Conrad Hilton's visionary ideas and unyielding will established the model for the
modern luxury hotel industry. But outside the boardroom, Conrad struggled with emotional detachment,
failed marriages, and conflicted Catholicism. Then there were his children: Playboy Nicky Hilton's tragic
alcoholism and marriage to Elizabeth Taylor was the stuff of tabloid legend. Barron Hilton, on the other
hand, deftly handled his father's legacy, carrying the Hilton brand triumphantly into the new millennium.
Eric, raised apart from his older brothers, accepted his supporting role in the Hilton dynasty with calm and
quiet-a stark contrast to the boys' much younger half-sister Francesca, whose battle for recognition led her
into courtrooms and conflict. The cast of supporting players includes the inimitable Zsa Zsa Gabor, who was
married to Conrad briefly and remained a thorn in his side for decades, and a host of other Hollywood and
business luminaries with whom the Hiltons crossed paths and swords over the years.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Taraborrelli is a journalist and celebrity biographer. His family saga of the Hiltons is filled with enticing
gossip as well as well-documented, if sometimes tawdry, facts about various members. The founder of the
hotel empire, Conrad Hilton, was certainly an interesting, in some ways admirable, but enigmatic character.
Taraborrelli portrays him as a true visionary capable of thinking and dreaming on a large scale while keeping
a firm hold upon economic realities. Yet he seems to have been a tortured soul who lacked a personal touch
and, consequently, could not win affection or loyalty from business associates or family members. His
successors, however, were not particularly interesting, and the author seems to be straining to make them
worthy of his attention. Son Nicky, for example, best known as the first husband of Elizabeth Taylor, was a
shallow, self-absorbed alcoholic; the current celebrity Hilton, Paris, seems both the perpetrator and the
victim of her thirst for public attention. Taraborrelli is a good writer, who, in this case, would have benefited
from more compelling subjects. --Jay Freeman

Review
A USA Today "New and Noteworthy" Book

An Amazon Editors Big Spring Books Pick

"Riveting...Hang out the Do Not Disturb sign for this addictive tale."?People

"...filled with enough strange and wonderful anecdotes, and tales of love, greed, and horrid excess to fill a
stack full of Jackie Collins novels."?NY Journal of Books

"A vivid account of the family's rise to fortune."?New York Daily News

"Deliciously dishy"?Elle

"Taraborrelli has written the definitive biography of a family whose glory days may have passed but which
simply refuses to recede into the background."?Kirkus

About the Author

J. Randy Taraborrelli is a respected journalist, a recognizable entertainment personality, and in-demand guest
on many television programs including Today, Good Morning America, The Early Show, Entertainment
Tonight, and CNN Headline News. He is the bestselling author of thirteen books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Hiltons: The
True Story of an American Dynasty is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Emily Sandlin:

The reason why? Because this The Hiltons: The True Story of an American Dynasty is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Guadalupe Marshall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Hiltons: The True Story of an
American Dynasty e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Hiltons: The
True Story of an American Dynasty as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Heather Stewart:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Hiltons: The True Story of an American Dynasty
can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Hiltons: The True Story of
an American Dynasty.
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