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Shakespeare's last plays, because of their apparent similarity in thematic concern,
dramatic arrangements and stylistic features, are often considered by modern
scholarship to form a unique group in his canon. Their departure from the
preceding great tragedies and their status as an artist's last works have long
aroused scholarly interest in Shakespeare's "lateness" - the study, essentially, of
the relationship between his advancing years and his final dramatic output,
encompassing questions such as "Why did Shakespeare write the last plays?",
"What influenced his writing?", and "What is the significance of these plays?".
Answers to these questions are varied and often contradictory, partly because the
subject is the elusive Shakespeare, and partly because the concept of lateness as
an artistic phenomenon is itself unstable and problematic. This book reconsiders
Shakespeare's lateness by reading the last plays in the light of, but not bound by,
current theories of late style and writing. The analysis incorporates traditional
literary, stylistic and biographic approaches in various combinations. The
exploration of the works (namely Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale, The
Tempest, Henry VIII and The Two Noble Kinsmen), while underlined by an
interest in their shared concern with the effect, power and the possibilities of art
and language, also places an emphasis on each play's distinct features and
contexts. A pattern of steady artistic development is revealed, bespeaking
Shakespeare's continued professional energy and ongoing self-challenge, which
are, in fact, at the centre of his working methods throughout his career. The book,
therefore, proposes that Shakespeare's "lateness" is, in fact, a continuation of his
sustained dramatic development.
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Shakespeare's last plays, because of their apparent similarity in thematic concern, dramatic arrangements and
stylistic features, are often considered by modern scholarship to form a unique group in his canon. Their
departure from the preceding great tragedies and their status as an artist's last works have long aroused
scholarly interest in Shakespeare's "lateness" - the study, essentially, of the relationship between his
advancing years and his final dramatic output, encompassing questions such as "Why did Shakespeare write
the last plays?", "What influenced his writing?", and "What is the significance of these plays?". Answers to
these questions are varied and often contradictory, partly because the subject is the elusive Shakespeare, and
partly because the concept of lateness as an artistic phenomenon is itself unstable and problematic. This book
reconsiders Shakespeare's lateness by reading the last plays in the light of, but not bound by, current theories
of late style and writing. The analysis incorporates traditional literary, stylistic and biographic approaches in
various combinations. The exploration of the works (namely Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale, The
Tempest, Henry VIII and The Two Noble Kinsmen), while underlined by an interest in their shared concern
with the effect, power and the possibilities of art and language, also places an emphasis on each play's
distinct features and contexts. A pattern of steady artistic development is revealed, bespeaking Shakespeare's
continued professional energy and ongoing self-challenge, which are, in fact, at the centre of his working
methods throughout his career. The book, therefore, proposes that Shakespeare's "lateness" is, in fact, a
continuation of his sustained dramatic development.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Xing Chen's research area is Renaissance English literature, with a particular focus on Shakespeare's last
plays. Her publications include several articles on Shakespeare studies in China Reading Weekly, a paper on
late Shakespeare in the essay collection Essays on the History of British Literature (SFLEP 2013), and a
forthcoming article on the labelling of Shakespeare's last plays in Literature Compass. Chen received her
PhD in English Literature from the University of Edinburgh. She is currently Assistant Professor in the
English Department at Nanjing University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Reconsidering
Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Theresa Gayle:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Joy Hutchinson:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays will give you a new experience in
looking at a book.



Rose Watkins:

You will get this Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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