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In accessible prose for North American undergraduate students, this short text
provides a sociological understanding of the causes and consequences of growing
middle class inequality, with an abundance of supporting, empirical data.? The
book also addresses what we, as individuals and as a society, can do to put
middle class Americans on a sounder footing.?
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Editorial Review

Review

"Middle Class Meltdown in America is an excellent source for graduate and undergraduate course on
inequality. The book is well written and accessible to students. I have used the previous version in inequality
courses. It is the students’ favorite book. It provides a framework for students to understand what is
happening to them and their families."

-B. Mitchell Peck, Sociology, University of Oklahoma

"During the ‘boom’ years of the late twentieth century, middle class incomes stagnated, while middle class
debt fueled a period of growth accompanied by rising levels of inequality. Even as the Great Recession
makes the consequences of this unstable equation apparent, standard economic accounts tend to obscure
more than they explain. But Leicht and Fitzgerald’s empirically grounded sociological perspective moves
beyond the limits of neo-classical logic. Middle Class Meltdown in America is an engaging and critical
analysis of the false promises made by 40 years of neo-liberal political and economic practice. Required
reading for any student of our continuing economic crisis."

-Graham Cassano, Sociology, Oakland University, and Culture and Media Editor, Critical Sociology

"Middle Class Meltdown in America is a student-friendly analysis of the Great Recession, growing economic
inequality, the erosion of the middle-class, and the long-term consequences of these economic changes.
Rather than wallowing in the hopelessness of such changes, their final chapter ‘Manifesto for the Middle
Class,’ empowers students to fight such changes by offering both practical individual and collective
responses. A powerful message for a time of crisis."

-Kathleen J. Fitzgerald, Sociology, Loyola University New Orleans

"In the wake of the financial crises, Middle Class Meltdown in America provides a clear, compelling story of
the middle class’s shift from comfortable to vulnerable. Leicht and Fitzgerald convincingly trace the
crumbling of the middle class in America, and explore solutions to restoring middle class prosperity. The
book’s melding of data and policy produces insights that will spark discussion and debate."

-Katherine Porter, Law, University of California, Irvine

"The middle class is in crisis in America, but why? Middle Class Meltdown provides the answers. Leicht and
Fitzgerald show how deteriorating job opportunities and expanding credit have stretched family finances to
the breaking point. They pinpoint the institutional changes and political decisions that led to the middle class
squeeze, and pose innovative solutions. This book is required reading for anyone concerned about the middle
class in America."

-Rachel E. Dwyer, Sociology, Ohio State University

"This is a highly original, engaging, intriguing, and well-written book on social stratification. It is original in



implicitly comparing American pro-capital, anti-labor ‘unfettered’ capitalism to European master-servant
feudalism, plutocracy in contemporary America with aristocracy in feudal Europe."

-Milan Zafirovski, Sociology, University of North Texas

About the Author

Kevin T. Leicht is Professor and Chair of the Department of Sociology at The University of Iowa. His
research examines the relationship between globalization, economic change, and social inequality in a
variety of contexts. His work has appeared in the American Sociological Review, American Journal of
Sociology, Social Forces and the Academy of Management Journal and former editor of The Sociological
Quarterly and Research in Social Stratification and Mobility. Currently he serves as President-Elect of the
Midwest Sociological Society.

Scott T. Fitzgerald is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of North Carolina Charlotte. His
research examines social and economic inequality, social movements, public policy and religion and has
appeared in Social Forces Mobilization: An International Journal Sociological Spectrum and Policy Studies
Journal. He is currently the Political Sociology co-editor of Sociology Compass.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Middle Class Meltdown in America: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one web
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Middle Class Meltdown in
America: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Leroy Torres:

Middle Class Meltdown in America: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Middle Class Meltdown in America: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.



Bradley Cox:

This Middle Class Meltdown in America: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Middle Class Meltdown in America: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Antonio Ritchie:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Middle Class Meltdown in America: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies
when you essential it?
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