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Challenging negative attitudes and delivering a positive message about what
math can and should mean to all of us, this resource is both an entertaining and
invaluable read. From “Talking Turkey About Arithmetic” to “Making Math
Make Sense,” the 13 chapters help everyone conquer their fear of math.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
An award-winning educator and author of many math storybooks for children grades two to eight, Burns
explains her teaching approach by example, presenting her ideas as classroom scenarios and conversations.
She believes that children learn math concepts best by trying to apply them to ambiguous, real-life situations.
She also argues that "anything known about how children learn was ignored once our school math learning
began." Her book is like a role-playing game for math teachers. Rather than presenting specific lesson plans
or educational games, Burns illustrates a style of teaching that encourages children to discover mathematical
concepts by themselves. For instance, the chapter on fractions describes the lesson and the classroom give-
and-take as a group of fifth graders works out solutions, with reproductions of the students' written papers to
show how individual children followed different methods to think out a solution. Though aimed at teachers,
this book has an easy style that makes it accessible to parents as well.AAmy Brunvand, Univ. of Utah Lib.,
Salt Lake City
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Math has gotten a bad reputation with the American public, and this book for parents and teachers provides
possible reasons why this is so. The book also discusses what math can and should mean to people and
explains how adults can avoid passing their math phobias on to their children.

Author Marilyn Burns traces the underlying conflict between the public s assumption that mathematics
means arithmetic and the belief of math educators that the mathematics taught in schools must foster
reasoning, thinking, and problem-solving skills. The book begins by outlining the mathematics involved in
preparing a holiday dinner: determining the size of the turkey, the amount of stuffing required, and the
cooking time. Burns then compares this practical mathematics to what is taught in schools, explaining that
there is a divide between the classroom emphasis on paper-and-pencil activities and the real-world
application of mathematics. As an example, a chapter on pizza problems explores the meaning of doubling
an object size, the relationship between diameter and area, and processes of mathematical thinking and
investigation. Other topics discussed are the value of timed math tests, the use of expanded student answers
in student-teacher communication, and the appropriate use of the calculator. The final chapters contain
practical suggestions to help children avoid math phobias. Burns recommends actively engaging children in
mathematics outside the classroom and supporting and encouraging children throughout their math
education. An answer key contains the solution to the seven problems found in the book. Detailed
explanations and illustrations of the reasoning behind the solutions are designed to help readers think
mathematically. --Reviewed by Judy Spicer, Mathematics Abstractor. Reprinted with permission from ENC
Focus: A Magazine for Classroom Innovators, 9 (3), 69 (2002).

About the Author
Marilyn Burns is a nationally knows mathematics educator whose message about math have reached teachers
thought her many books (including About Teaching Mathematics), videotapes, talks, and extensive program
of Math Solutions courses. A former classroom teacher, she has written twelve books for children (including
the best-selling The I Hate Mathematics! Book and the recently published The Greedy Triangle and
Spaghetti and Meatballs for All!) and served as the math consultant for Disney's MathQuest with Aladdin, an
interactive CD-ROM for young children. In 1996, Ms. Burns was the recipient of the Glenn Gilbert National
Leadership Award, given by the National Council of Supervisors of Mathematics. In 1997, she received the
Louse Hay Award for Contributions to Mathematics Education from the Association for Women in



Mathematics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marian Perkins:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Math: Facing an American Phobia. All
type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Michael Turner:

This Math: Facing an American Phobia is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Math: Facing an American Phobia can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here
for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Evelyn Wiley:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Math: Facing an American Phobia we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Math: Facing an American Phobia. You can more
pleasing than now.

Shari Villa:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Math: Facing an American Phobia when you essential it?
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