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Ideal for all health care professionals, Ethical Dimensions in the Health
Professions, 5th Edition provides a solid foundation in basic ethical theory, the
terms and concepts of ethics, and current ethical issues. Expert authors Ruth
Purtilo and Regina Doherty outline a unique 6-step decision-making process as a
guide to making effective choices that lead to a professional and caring response
to patients. They also suggest practical approaches to commonly encountered
clinical issues such as confidentiality, informed consent, information sharing, and
end-of-life care. With this book, you will develop the skills you need to
recognize, understand, and resolve ethical problems.

Unique! 6-step process of ethical decision-making provides an organizing●

framework for the steps to take in arriving at an ethical decision.
Step 1: Gather relevant information❍

Step 2: Identify the type of ethical problem❍

Step 3: Analyze the problem using ethics theories or approaches❍

Step 4: Explore the practical alternatives❍

Step 5: Act❍

Step 6: Evaluate the process and outcome❍

Patient stories begin each chapter with an ethical dilemma and frame the rest●

of the chapter, tying abstract principles to real-life situations and demonstrating
the ethical decision-making process for each story.
Content on end-of-life care shows how to develop a caring response toward●

dying patients and identifies basic ethical concepts applying to patients with
life-threatening conditions.
Unique! More than 100 Reflection boxes indicate important concepts and●

include space to jot down thoughts.
HIPAA and patient confidentiality information covers current laws and●

addresses what types of information are appropriate and inappropriate to
include in the patient's medical record.
Questions for thought and discussion help you apply the ethical decision-●

making process to different situations.
Unique! Over 80 summary boxes offer a quick review of the important●

information in each section.
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Unique! New coverage of biotechnology addresses the professional's role●

relating to environmental responsibility and the ecological costs of various
health care interventions.
Unique! New content on the intersection of technology and ethics describes●

the impact of advances in medical technology in rehabilitative care, and helps
you face difficult conversations where you must offer hope while presenting
realistic outcomes.
Unique! New content on terrorism and disaster planning describes the●

ethical dilemmas professionals face in preventing terrorism and planning for
disasters.
New topics on the ethical decision-making process include the concepts of●

care, distinguishing ethical reasoning as a distinct part of your clinical
reasoning and professional judgment, and attention to caregivers.
New coauthor Regina Doherty, an occupational therapist, adds expertise and●

an OT perspective.
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Ideal for all health care professionals, Ethical Dimensions in the Health Professions, 5th Edition provides
a solid foundation in basic ethical theory, the terms and concepts of ethics, and current ethical issues. Expert
authors Ruth Purtilo and Regina Doherty outline a unique 6-step decision-making process as a guide to
making effective choices that lead to a professional and caring response to patients. They also suggest
practical approaches to commonly encountered clinical issues such as confidentiality, informed consent,
information sharing, and end-of-life care. With this book, you will develop the skills you need to recognize,
understand, and resolve ethical problems.

Unique! 6-step process of ethical decision-making provides an organizing framework for the steps to●

take in arriving at an ethical decision.
Step 1: Gather relevant information❍

Step 2: Identify the type of ethical problem❍

Step 3: Analyze the problem using ethics theories or approaches❍

Step 4: Explore the practical alternatives❍

Step 5: Act❍

Step 6: Evaluate the process and outcome❍

Patient stories begin each chapter with an ethical dilemma and frame the rest of the chapter, tying abstract●

principles to real-life situations and demonstrating the ethical decision-making process for each story.
Content on end-of-life care shows how to develop a caring response toward dying patients and identifies●

basic ethical concepts applying to patients with life-threatening conditions.
Unique! More than 100 Reflection boxes indicate important concepts and include space to jot down●

thoughts.
HIPAA and patient confidentiality information covers current laws and addresses what types of●

information are appropriate and inappropriate to include in the patient's medical record.
Questions for thought and discussion help you apply the ethical decision-making process to different●

situations.
Unique! Over 80 summary boxes offer a quick review of the important information in each section.●

Unique! New coverage of biotechnology addresses the professional's role relating to environmental●

responsibility and the ecological costs of various health care interventions.
Unique! New content on the intersection of technology and ethics describes the impact of advances in●

medical technology in rehabilitative care, and helps you face difficult conversations where you must offer
hope while presenting realistic outcomes.
Unique! New content on terrorism and disaster planning describes the ethical dilemmas professionals●

face in preventing terrorism and planning for disasters.
New topics on the ethical decision-making process include the concepts of care, distinguishing ethical●

reasoning as a distinct part of your clinical reasoning and professional judgment, and attention to
caregivers.
New coauthor Regina Doherty, an occupational therapist, adds expertise and an OT perspective.●
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Editorial Review

Review
Reviews of last edition: "Gives the impression that ethical decision-making is a real-life activity in which the
average person is expected to participate...The book makes a significant contribution to the literature." -
JAMA

About the Author
Ruth B Purtilo, PhD, FAPTA, Director, Center for Health Policy and Ethics, Dr.C.C and Mabel L. Criss
Professor of Physical Therapy, School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Professions, Omaha, NE

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emilie Lechner:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Ethical Dimensions in the Health Professions, 5e to
read.

Kent Ibarra:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Ethical Dimensions in the Health
Professions, 5e book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carmen Vasquez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Ethical Dimensions in the
Health Professions, 5e that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you are able to pick Ethical Dimensions in the Health Professions, 5e become your own



personal starter.

Jacqueline Britt:

This Ethical Dimensions in the Health Professions, 5e is brand new way for you who has attention to look
for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Ethical Dimensions in the Health Professions, 5e
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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