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Béla Balázs's two works, Visible Man (1924) and The Spirit of Film (1930), are
published here for the first time in full English translation. The essays offer the
reader an insight into the work of a film theorist whose German-language
publications have been hitherto unavailable to the film studies audience in the
English-speaking world. Balázs's detailed analyses of the close-up, the shot and
montage are illuminating both as applicable models for film analysis, and as
historical documents of his key contribution – alongside such contemporaries as
Arnheim, Kracauer and Benjamin – to critical debate on film in the 'golden age'
of the Weimar silents.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book will benefit any student encountering Film Theory in either an introductory, intermediate or
advanced course or any context where deepening our understanding or love for film is the goal."  ·  Bright
Lights Film Journal

"[The book is] part of the Film Europa: German Cinema in an International Context series. [It] has an
attractive typeface and a well-designed layout. In addition to Carter's introduction there is also a useful
Glossary of terms and an Appendix with two reviews... In all, this book is a very good introduction to Balázs'
film philosophy and a long overdue entry into the English-speaking world of film literature."  ·  Screening
the Past

"An exemplary book in every way, this translation makes Balázs' revolutionary texts available in English for
the first time ... Dating from 1924 and 1930 respectively, The Visible Man and The Spirit of Film had a
decisive influence on such major Russian filmmakers as Vsevolod Pudovkin and Sergei Eisenstein, and were
among the first studies to examine filmic syntax, grammar, and editorial structure. Including a detailed
introduction and numerous illustrations, this volume is a must for anyone serious about film ... Highly
recommended."  ·  Choice

About the Author

Béla Balázs was a Hungarian Jewish film theorist, author, screenwriter and film director who was at the
forefront of Hungarian literary life before being forced into exile for Communist activity after 1919. His
German-language theoretical essays on film date from the mid-1920s to the mid-1930s, the period of his
early exile in Vienna and Berlin.

Erica Carter is Professor of German and Film at King's College, London. Her writings on film include The
German Cinema Book (co-ed. Tim Bergfelder & Deniz Göktürk, 2002), and Dietrich¹s Ghosts. The Sublime
and the Beautiful in Third Reich Film (2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

This Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The Spirit of Film (Film Europa) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. That Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The Spirit of
Film (Film Europa) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering
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and analyzing. Don't be worry Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The Spirit of Film (Film
Europa) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The
Spirit of Film (Film Europa) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Kathryn Hill:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The Spirit of Film (Film Europa), you can tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Francis Corder:

Beside this Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The Spirit of Film (Film Europa) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The Spirit of
Film (Film Europa) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Estella Pierre:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Béla Balázs: Early Film Theory: Visible Man and The Spirit of
Film (Film Europa). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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