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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this tell-all memoir, Lamblin evens the score between herself and renowned French thinkers-and lovers-de
Beauvoir and Sartre. Their menage a trois-begun in 1938 when Lamblin was a 17-year-old student of de
Beauvoir (who was 29)-ended when Sartre dismissed her, at de Beauvoir's instigation, right after the
outbreak of WW II. The two women maintained a 40-year friendship after the war, but later Lamblin became
enraged at de Beauvoir's humiliating account of their threesome in Letters to Sartre, published posthumously,
although Lamblin's real name was not used. She also declares the two failed to appreciate the danger to
which she was exposed during the war because she was a Jew, and she takes issue with many of the details in
Deirdre Bair's Simone de Beauvoir. Whatever one may conclude from the affair, this memoir is fueled by
spite rather than insight. Photos not seen by PW.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Arguably moving on the one hand and controversial on the other, this work involves two of the most
prominent French thinkers of this century, Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir. It is the story of Bianca
Bienenfeld, a 17-year-old student who was seduced by her philosophy professor, de Beauvoir, and then
passed on to de Beauvoir's partner/lover Sartre. The three lived in a menage 'a trois between 1939 and 1940,
when the relationship ended and the teenager was abandoned. The shock of being let down wasn't easy for
the Jewish youngster to bear, especially during those menacing and politically dangerous years. Following
the war, Bianca Lamblin, now married, resumed a platonic friendship with de Beauvoir. The former teacher
and student met every month for 40 years. After de Beauvoir's death, Bianca was in for yet another
disappointment. In the posthumously published Letters to Sartre and War Journal, de Beauvoir
contemptuously ridiculed Louise Vedrine, a pseudonym for Lamblin, who found her portrait by someone she
thought a close friend vulgar, full of hypocrisy, and upsetting. Always candid, this exceptional account
brings to light some intimate?and not too surprising?aspects of the life of Sartre and de Beauvoir.
Recommended for large collections.?Ali Houissa, Cornell Univ., Ithaca, N.Y.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Bianca Bienenfield Lamblin is finally in control of her own story. As she says, she needs at last to be the
"subject" of a memoir, not the "object" of further biography. This account is her response to the 1990
publication of Simone de Beauvoir's posthumously published Letters to Sartre and War Journal, in which
the author unveiled the depth of her hypocritical disgust toward her protege. At age 17, Bienenfield, a Polish
Jew, entered an intellectual and sexual affair with Beauvoir, her professor at the Lycee Moliere. Soon,
Beauvoir widened the seduction to include her partner, Jean-Paul Sartre. In 1940, following a two-year
menage atrois, Bienenfield was unceremoniously dumped by her two lovers. Her emotional destruction
served as a bleak accompaniment to the collapse of her adopted country by Hitler's invading forces. After the
war, Lamblin and Beauvoir resumed a relationship that continued platonically for 40 years. Lamblin's
memoir recounts the details of her involvement in the infamous threesome, balanced by the counterpoint of
her later, loving marriage to Bernard Lamblin. A valuable inside look at the gurus of existentialism and a
fascinating perspective of Jewish life during the German occupation. Patricia Hassler
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this A Disgraceful Affair: Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, and
Bianca Lamblin.

Jacqueline Campbell:

With other case, little folks like to read book A Disgraceful Affair: Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre,
and Bianca Lamblin. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a book A Disgraceful Affair: Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Bianca Lamblin.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Mindy Martinez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying A Disgraceful Affair:
Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Bianca Lamblin that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick A Disgraceful Affair:
Simone de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Bianca Lamblin become your personal starter.

James Kline:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Disgraceful Affair: Simone de
Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Bianca Lamblin can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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