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Despite recent strides in neuroscience and psychology that have deepened
understanding of the brain, consciousness remains one of the greatest
philosophical and scientific puzzles. The second edition of Theories of
Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment provides a fresh and up-to-date
introduction to a variety of approaches to consciousness, and contributes to the
current lively debate about the nature of consciousness and whether a scientific
understanding of it is possible.

After an initial overview of the status and prospects of physicalism in the face of
the problem of consciousness, William Seager explores key themes from
Descartes - the founder of the modern problem of consciousness. He then turns to
the most important theories of consciousness:

identity theories and the generation problem●

higher-order thought theories of consciousness●

self-representational theories of consciousness●

Daniel Dennett’s theory of consciousness●

attention-based theories of consciousness●

representational theories of consciousness●

conscious intentionality●

panpsychism●

neutral monism.●
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Thoroughly revised and expanded throughout, this second edition includes new
chapters on animal consciousness, reflexive consciousness, combinatorial forms
of panpsychism and neutral monism, as well as a significant new chapter on
physicalism, emergence and consciousness.

The book’s broad scope, depth of coverage and focus on key philosophical
positions and arguments make it an indispensable text for those teaching or
studying philosophy of mind and psychology. It is also an excellent resource for
those working in related fields such as cognitive science and the neuroscience of
consciousness.
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a significant new chapter on physicalism, emergence and consciousness.

The book’s broad scope, depth of coverage and focus on key philosophical positions and arguments make it



an indispensable text for those teaching or studying philosophy of mind and psychology. It is also an
excellent resource for those working in related fields such as cognitive science and the neuroscience of
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Editorial Review

Review

'A masterfully updated second edition. Seager has once again skillfully balanced the need to provide a
critical overview of standard positions with an in-depth treatment of important recent developments
on panpsychism, emergence, neutral monism, and higher-order and self-representational theories of
consciousness. It sets the standard for the in-depth treatment of theories of consciousness, and is
essential reading for anyone interested in consciousness studies.' - Rocco J. Gennaro, University of
Southern Indiana, USA 

'This new edition is a substantial volume, impressive both in breadth and depth. Seager provides a
thorough introduction to the maintheories and issues, as well as making a number of original
contributions to the debate. It is a book which repays careful study by anyone wanting an advanced
overview of the study of consciousness.' - Wayne Wu, Carnegie Mellon University, USA

Praise for the first edition:

'This is an excellent survey of recent theories of consciousness.' - Barry Loewer, Rutgers University, USA

'This is a fine book, a fascinating set of discussions of an extremely interesting area.' - John Leslie,
University of Guelph, Canada

About the Author

William Seager is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Toronto, Scarborough, Canada, where he has
taught for over 25 years. He is the author of Metaphysics of Consciousness (1991), and Natural
Fabrications: Science, Emergence and Consciousness (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Moore:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.



Melanie Pemberton:

The reserve untitled Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and
Assessment from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jeannine Lawson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Theories of Consciousness: An
Introduction and Assessment publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Theories of
Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Carlton Little:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Theories of Consciousness: An
Introduction and Assessment to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and examine it. Beside that the book Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment can
to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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