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Designed for novice as well as more experienced researchers, Reason & Rigor
by Sharon M. Ravitch and Matthew Riggan presents conceptual frameworks as a
mechanism for aligning literature review, research design, and methodology. The
book explores the conceptual framework—defined as both a process and a
product—that helpsto direct and ground researchers as they work through
common research challenges. Focusing on published studies on a range of topics
and employing both quantitative and qualitative methods, the updated Second
Edition features two new chapters and clearly communicates the processes of
developing and defining conceptual frameworks.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[The Second Edition] does a better job than any other text I’ ve read of demystifying research by
emphasizing the process rather than the strategies.” (Jane Lohmann)

“[This book] is avery good examination of the ways conceptual frameworks play themselves out in different
contexts examining the different aspects of the conceptual frameworks as they appear in literature that has
been published (including the dissertation).” (Julie Slayton)

“[Thistext] provides an excellent overview of the use of conceptual frameworks to guide research.”
(Christine E. Blake)

About the Author

Sharon M. Ravitch, Ph.D. isa Senior Lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania's Graduate School of
Education where she is Research Co-Director at the Center for the Study of Boys' and Girls' Livesand a
Founding Co-Director of Penn’s Inter-American Educational Leadership Network. She serves as the
Principal Investigator of Semillas Digitales (Digital Seeds) a multi-year applied development research
initiative in Nicaragua (http://www?2.gse.upenn.edu/nicaragua/).

Ravitch’ s research integrates across the fields of qualitative research, education, applied devel opment,
cultura anthropology, and human development and has four main strands: (1) Practitioner Research asa
means to engendering sustainable professional and institutional development and innovation; (2)
International applied development research that works from participatory and action research approaches
(projects currently in the US, Nicaragua, and India); (3) Ethnographic and participatory evaluation research;
and (4) Leader education and professional development.

Ravitch has published three books: Reason and Rigor: How Conceptual Frameworks Guide Research (with
Matthew Riggan, Sage Publications, 2012); School Counseling Principles: Diversity and Multiculturalism
(American School Counselor Association Press, 2006) and Matters of Interpretation: Reciprocal
Transformation in Therapeutic and Developmental Relationships with Youth (with Michael Nakkula, Jossey-
Bass, 1998).

Ravitch earned two master’ s degrees from Harvard University in Human Development and Psychology and
in Education and a doctorate from the University of Pennsylvaniain an interdisciplinary program that
combined anthropology, sociology, and education.

Matthew Riggan, Ph.D., is a Senior Researcher at the Consortium for Policy Research in Education at the
University of Pennsylvania, and an Adjunct Assistant Professor in Penn’s Graduate School of Education. His
current research focuses on formative assessment in elementary mathematics, ng anaytic and
problem-solving skills for postsecondary readiness; systemic reform to support science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM) education; and factors supporting or undermining the scale-up of
promising reforms in urban school districts. He teaches coursesin qualitative research design, data



collection, and analysis, and has worked extensively on devel oping qualitative and mixed methods
approaches to program theory evaluation and analysis of video data. He holds a doctorate in Anthropol ogy
and Education from the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Benjamin French:

The book Reason & Rigor: How Conceptual Frameworks Guide Research make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Reason &
Rigor: How Conceptual Frameworks Guide Research to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Reason & Rigor: How Conceptual
Frameworks Guide Research. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especialy fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Reason & Rigor: How Conceptual Frameworks Guide Research, you may tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Sherri King:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
itin e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Reason & Rigor: How Conceptual Frameworks
Guide Research can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et me have Reason & Rigor: How
Conceptua Frameworks Guide Research.

Scott Manuel:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Reason & Rigor: How Conceptual
Frameworks Guide Research was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Reason & Rigor: How Conceptual Frameworks Guide Research has many kinds or category. Start from kids



until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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