
Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in
Citizenship and Sovereignty

By Aihwa Ong

Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty By
Aihwa Ong

Neoliberalism is commonly viewed as an economic doctrine that seeks to limit
the scope of government. Some consider it a form of predatory capitalism with
adverse effects on the Global South. In this groundbreaking work, Aihwa Ong
offers an alternative view of neoliberalism as an extraordinarily malleable
technology of governing that is taken up in different ways by different regimes,
be they authoritarian, democratic, or communist. Ong shows how East and
Southeast Asian states are making exceptions to their usual practices of
governing in order to position themselves to compete in the global economy. As
she demonstrates, a variety of neoliberal strategies of governing are re-
engineering political spaces and populations. Ong’s ethnographic case studies
illuminate experiments and developments such as China’s creation of special
market zones within its socialist economy; pro-capitalist Islam and women’s
rights in Malaysia; Singapore’s repositioning as a hub of scientific expertise; and
flexible labor and knowledge regimes that span the Pacific.

Ong traces how these and other neoliberal exceptions to business as usual are
reconfiguring relationships between governing and the governed, power and
knowledge, and sovereignty and territoriality. She argues that an interactive
mode of citizenship is emerging, one that organizes people—and distributes
rights and benefits to them—according to their marketable skills rather than
according to their membership within nation-states. Those whose knowledge and
skills are not assigned significant market value—such as migrant women
working as domestic maids in many Asian cities—are denied citizenship.
Nevertheless, Ong suggests that as the seam between sovereignty and citizenship
is pried apart, a new space is emerging for NGOs to advocate for the human
rights of those excluded by neoliberal measures of human worthiness.
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Neoliberalism is commonly viewed as an economic doctrine that seeks to limit the scope of government.
Some consider it a form of predatory capitalism with adverse effects on the Global South. In this
groundbreaking work, Aihwa Ong offers an alternative view of neoliberalism as an extraordinarily malleable
technology of governing that is taken up in different ways by different regimes, be they authoritarian,
democratic, or communist. Ong shows how East and Southeast Asian states are making exceptions to their
usual practices of governing in order to position themselves to compete in the global economy. As she
demonstrates, a variety of neoliberal strategies of governing are re-engineering political spaces and
populations. Ong’s ethnographic case studies illuminate experiments and developments such as China’s
creation of special market zones within its socialist economy; pro-capitalist Islam and women’s rights in
Malaysia; Singapore’s repositioning as a hub of scientific expertise; and flexible labor and knowledge
regimes that span the Pacific.

Ong traces how these and other neoliberal exceptions to business as usual are reconfiguring relationships
between governing and the governed, power and knowledge, and sovereignty and territoriality. She argues
that an interactive mode of citizenship is emerging, one that organizes people—and distributes rights and
benefits to them—according to their marketable skills rather than according to their membership within
nation-states. Those whose knowledge and skills are not assigned significant market value—such as migrant
women working as domestic maids in many Asian cities—are denied citizenship. Nevertheless, Ong suggests
that as the seam between sovereignty and citizenship is pried apart, a new space is emerging for NGOs to
advocate for the human rights of those excluded by neoliberal measures of human worthiness.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations
in Citizenship and Sovereignty to read.

Donna Cancel:

Often the book Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty will bring you to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Neoliberalism as Exception:
Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Angela Thomas:

The reason why? Because this Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Virgil Santamaria:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual



happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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