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Atomic Ranch is an in-depth exploration of post-World War II residential
architecture in America. Mid-century ranches (1946-1970) range from the
decidedly modern gable-roofed Joseph Eichler tracts in the San Francisco Bay
area and butterfly wing houses in Palm Springs, Florida, to the unassuming brick
or stucco L-shaped ranches and split-levels so common throughout the United
States. Authors Michelle Gringeri-Brown and Jim Brown, founders and
publishers of the popular quarterly Atomic Ranch magazine, extol the virtues of
the tract, split-level, rambler home and its many unique qualities: private front
facades, open floor plans, secluded bedroom wings, walls of glass, and an easy-
living lifestyle. From updated homes with high-end Italian kitchens, terrazzo
floors, and modern furniture to affordable homeowner renovations with eclectic
thrift-store furnishings, Atomic Ranch presents twenty-five homes showcasing
inspiring examples of stylish living through beautiful color photographs,
including before and after shots, design-tip sidebars, and a thorough resource
index.

Atomic Ranch reveals:

Hallmarks of the ranch style

Inspiring original ranch homes

Ranch house transformations and makeovers

Preservation of mid-century neighborhoods

Adding personality to a ranch home

Yards and landscaping

Plus, a helpful resource section and index!
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Atomic Ranch is an in-depth exploration of post-World War II residential architecture in America. Mid-
century ranches (1946-1970) range from the decidedly modern gable-roofed Joseph Eichler tracts in the San
Francisco Bay area and butterfly wing houses in Palm Springs, Florida, to the unassuming brick or stucco L-
shaped ranches and split-levels so common throughout the United States. Authors Michelle Gringeri-Brown
and Jim Brown, founders and publishers of the popular quarterly Atomic Ranch magazine, extol the virtues
of the tract, split-level, rambler home and its many unique qualities: private front facades, open floor plans,
secluded bedroom wings, walls of glass, and an easy-living lifestyle. From updated homes with high-end
Italian kitchens, terrazzo floors, and modern furniture to affordable homeowner renovations with eclectic
thrift-store furnishings, Atomic Ranch presents twenty-five homes showcasing inspiring examples of stylish
living through beautiful color photographs, including before and after shots, design-tip sidebars, and a
thorough resource index.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

Atomic Ranch

At the close of World War II, during a time when the United States was suffused with optimism about the
future, America began a love affair with the ranch house that lasted for the next twenty-five years. From the
decidedly modern gable-roofed Joseph Eichler tracts in the San Francisco Bay area and butterfly wing
houses in Palm Springs and Sarasota, Florida, to the unassuming brick or stucco L-shaped ranches and split-
levels we see every day, midcentury ranches can be found all over the country.

Today there is a growing new enthusiasm for ranch houses and the midcentury furnishings that go with them.
Atomic Ranch illustrates in stunning color photography the virtues of the ranch house, often decried as
"cookie cutter," and shows why these homes worked so well for their first residents and still function
beautifully today. With private front facades, open floor plans, secluded bedroom wings, and walls of glass
that bring the outside in, midcentury ranches mix function, comfort, and style with ease. Instead of trying to
turn your ranch house into a bungalow, Spanish adobe or two-story Tuscan villa, why not let it be what it
was meant to be-a modest one-story house with a casual, comfortable lifestyle.

From updated homes with high-end Italian kitchens, terrazzo floors, and modern furniture to affordable
homeowner renovations with eclectic thrift-store furnishings, Atomic Ranch presents plenty of inspiring
examples of stylish living in America's favorite house.

About the Author

Writer Michelle Gringeri-Brown and photographer Jim Brown publish the quarterly magazine Atomic
Ranch, which features ranch homes built all across America. Their first book, Atomic Ranch: Design Ideas
for Stylish Ranch Homes, was published by Gibbs Smith in 2006. They live in Portland, Oregon, in a 1952
brick ranch.

Michelle Gringeri-Brown and Jim Brown publish Atomic Ranch magazine, a quarterly devoted to mid-
century homes. Gringeri-Brown was the editor of American Bungalow magazine for nine years, and her
freelance work has been published in Westways, the Los Angeles Times, Photographers' Forum, and Sunset
magazine's View. Jim Brown is an editorial photographer with degrees in photography and English literature.
His photo-graphy has been published numerous times in Motor Trend, Sunset, Motorcyclist, American
Bungalow, Westways, Car & Driver, and Hot Rod. They both grew up in postwar ranch houses and strongly
support the preservation of this overlooked architectural style.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

One look at the Borsellino-Kafka house and you might conclude that it's a nice original home. It is and it
isn't, as the before photos show.



Monika Kafka and Tom Borsellino had already lived in this San Jose neighborhood before relocating to
Chicago. But work and a hankering for the sunny, casual California lifestyle pulled them back. Borsellino
found a house and bought it with his wife's blessing but without her actually seeing it. He told her it needed a
little work, and an early inspection indicated some dry rot and termite damage. Mostly it seemed to be
suffering from claustrophobic '60s-meets-Asian decor.

When the couple, with a two-year-old and two-month-old in tow, pulled up to move into the house, the front
facade had been stripped down to the insulation, and the baby's room was completely open to the street. It
was 105 degrees outside, but an even more stunning 108 degrees inside. Kafka was not charmed.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Atomic Ranch: Design Ideas for Stylish
Ranch Homes book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Warren Zeigler:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Atomic Ranch: Design Ideas for Stylish Ranch Homes, you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Phyllis Granger:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the book untitled Atomic Ranch: Design Ideas for Stylish Ranch Homes can be good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.



Theresa Nash:

This Atomic Ranch: Design Ideas for Stylish Ranch Homes is brand new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Atomic Ranch: Design Ideas for Stylish Ranch
Homes can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get
through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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