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In postwar America, not everyone wanted to move out of the city and into the
suburbs. For decades before World War II, New York's tenants had organized to
secure renters' rights. After the war, tenant activists raised the stakes by
challenging the newly-dominant ideal of homeownership in racially segregated
suburbs. They insisted that renters as well as owners had rights to stable, well-
maintained homes, and they proposed that racially diverse urban communities
held a right to remain in place--a right that outweighed owners' rights to raise
rents, redevelop properties, or exclude tenants of color.  Further, the activists
asserted that women could participate fully in the political arenas where these
matters were decided. 

Grounded in archival research and oral history, When Tenants Claimed the City:
The Struggle for Citizenship in New York City Housing shows that New York
City's tenant movement made a significant claim to citizenship rights that came
to accrue, both ideologically and legally, to homeownership in postwar America.
Roberta Gold emphasizes the centrality of housing to the racial and class
reorganization of the city after the war; the prominent role of women within the
tenant movement; and their fostering of a concept of "community rights"
grounded in their experience of living together in heterogeneous urban
neighborhoods.
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In postwar America, not everyone wanted to move out of the city and into the suburbs. For decades before
World War II, New York's tenants had organized to secure renters' rights. After the war, tenant activists
raised the stakes by challenging the newly-dominant ideal of homeownership in racially segregated suburbs.
They insisted that renters as well as owners had rights to stable, well-maintained homes, and they proposed
that racially diverse urban communities held a right to remain in place--a right that outweighed owners'
rights to raise rents, redevelop properties, or exclude tenants of color.  Further, the activists asserted that
women could participate fully in the political arenas where these matters were decided. 

Grounded in archival research and oral history, When Tenants Claimed the City: The Struggle for Citizenship
in New York City Housing shows that New York City's tenant movement made a significant claim to
citizenship rights that came to accrue, both ideologically and legally, to homeownership in postwar America.
Roberta Gold emphasizes the centrality of housing to the racial and class reorganization of the city after the
war; the prominent role of women within the tenant movement; and their fostering of a concept of
"community rights" grounded in their experience of living together in heterogeneous urban neighborhoods.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Is the purchase of a single-family house in the suburbs really the only route to housing happiness? With
vigorous, readable prose Roberta Gold uncovers the history of an alternative vision. In New York City, leftist
men and women agitated for the rights of renters to build interracial, affordable, locally-controlled
communities of apartment dwellers. As Americans contemplate the lessons of the last decade's foreclosure
crisis, they would do well to consider the possibilities illuminated in When Tenants Claimed the City."

--Amanda Seligman, author of Block by Block: Neighborhoods and Public Policy on Chicago’s West Side
and Is Graduate School Really for You?: The Whos, Whats, Hows, and Whys of Pursuing a Master's or
Ph.D.

"A well-researched and written study. . . . Highly recommended."--Choice

"Gold has a good feel for the racial, ethnic, and political complexity of New York City… Gold deftly weaves
together activist stories, housing and community-planning history, changing social conditions, and the
existing literature from many fields--including women's studies, urban policy, sociology, African American
history, and labor studies--to create a compelling narrative."--American Historical Review
 

"Roberta Gold ably chronicles tenant organization in New York City from the end of World War II through
the 1970s. . . . Gold shows that women played a central role in tenant activities such as fighting
redevelopments schemes and defending rent control but were less central in others, such as union-sponsored
cooperatives. . . . A rich account of a movement that put its stamp on modern New York City."--The Journal
of American History

About the Author

Roberta Gold teacher history and American studies at Fordham University. She has been an active member
of her tenants' association in Harlem for twenty years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Scottie Hicks:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular When Tenants Claimed
the City: The Struggle for Citizenship in New York City Housing (Women in American History) book as
beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jacob Roberts:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the When Tenants Claimed the
City: The Struggle for Citizenship in New York City Housing (Women in American History) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Reed:

The e-book untitled When Tenants Claimed the City: The Struggle for Citizenship in New York City
Housing (Women in American History) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
When Tenants Claimed the City: The Struggle for Citizenship in New York City Housing (Women in
American History) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

David Colon:

The book untitled When Tenants Claimed the City: The Struggle for Citizenship in New York City Housing
(Women in American History) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.
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