
The Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of Injustice
in Iran

By Freidoune Sahebjam

The Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of Injustice in Iran By Freidoune
Sahebjam

Soraya M.’s husband, Ghorban-Ali, couldn’t afford to marry another woman.
Rather than returning Soraya’s dowry, as custom required before taking a second
wife, he plotted with four friends and a counterfeit mullah to dispose of her.
Together, they accused Soraya of adultery. Her only crime was cooking for a
friend’s widowed husband. Exhausted by a lifetime of abuse and hardship,
Soraya said nothing, and the makeshift tribunal took her silence as a confession
of guilt. They sentenced her to death by stoning: a punishment prohibited by
Islam but widely practiced.

Day by day—sometimes minute by minute—Sahebjam deftly recounts these
horrendous events, tracing Soraya’s life with searing immediacy, from her
arranged marriage and the births of her children to her husband’s increasing
cruelty and her horrifying execution, where, by tradition, her father, husband, and
sons hurled the first stones. A stark look at the intersection between culture and
justice, this is one woman’s story, but it stands for the stories of thousands of
women who suffered—and continue to suffer—the same fate. It is a story that
must be told.
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Soraya M.’s husband, Ghorban-Ali, couldn’t afford to marry another woman. Rather than returning Soraya’s
dowry, as custom required before taking a second wife, he plotted with four friends and a counterfeit mullah
to dispose of her. Together, they accused Soraya of adultery. Her only crime was cooking for a friend’s
widowed husband. Exhausted by a lifetime of abuse and hardship, Soraya said nothing, and the makeshift
tribunal took her silence as a confession of guilt. They sentenced her to death by stoning: a punishment
prohibited by Islam but widely practiced.

Day by day—sometimes minute by minute—Sahebjam deftly recounts these horrendous events, tracing
Soraya’s life with searing immediacy, from her arranged marriage and the births of her children to her
husband’s increasing cruelty and her horrifying execution, where, by tradition, her father, husband, and sons
hurled the first stones. A stark look at the intersection between culture and justice, this is one woman’s story,
but it stands for the stories of thousands of women who suffered—and continue to suffer—the same fate. It is
a story that must be told.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Starred Review. An unforgettable indictment, brilliantly written and translated, of man’s inhumanity to
woman—and of tyranny disguised as righteousness.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“Starred Review. Profoundly disturbing. . . . highly recommended.” (Library Journal)

About the Author
Freidoune Sahebjam, the son of a former Iranian ambassador, is a journalist who was sentenced to death in
absentia for his undercover reporting criticizing the Iranian government. He lives in hiding in France.

Richard Seaver was a publisher, editor, and translator. He passed away in 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Miller:

The feeling that you get from The Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of Injustice in Iran will be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of Injustice in Iran
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Stoning of Soraya M.: A
Story of Injustice in Iran instantly.

Richard Slawson:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of
Injustice in Iran is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Allison Sala:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of Injustice in Iran was filled concerning
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several



feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Edgar Curtis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of Injustice in Iran was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Stoning of Soraya M.: A
Story of Injustice in Iran has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.
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