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Malcolm X grew to be one of America' s most influential figures. But first, he
was a boy named Malcolm Little. Written by his daughter, thisinspiring picture
book biography celebrates a vision of freedom and justice.

Bolstered by the love and wisdom of his large, warm family, young Malcolm
Little was a natural born leader. But when confronted with intolerance and a
series of tragedies, Malcolm'’s optimism and faith were threatened. He had to
learn how to be strong and how to hold on to hisindividuality. He had to learn
self-reliance.

Together with acclaimed illustrator AG Ford, 1lyasah Shabazz gives us a unique
glimpse into the childhood of her father, Malcolm X, with alyrical story that
carries amessage that resonates still today—that we must all striveto live to our
highest potential.
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Malcolm X grew to be one of America s most influential figures. But first, he was a boy named Malcolm
Little. Written by his daughter, this inspiring picture book biography celebrates a vision of freedom and
justice.

Bolstered by the love and wisdom of his large, warm family, young Malcolm Little was a natural born
leader. But when confronted with intolerance and a series of tragedies, Malcolm'’s optimism and faith were
threatened. He had to learn how to be strong and how to hold on to hisindividuality. He had to learn self-
reliance.

Together with acclaimed illustrator AG Ford, Ilyasah Shabazz gives us a unique glimpse into the childhood
of her father, Malcolm X, with alyrical story that carries a message that resonates still today—that we must
al strive to live to our highest potential.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Gr 4-7—The author of this handsome, inspirational offering is Malcolm X's daughter-an educator, activist,
and motivational speaker. Though the book does provide anecdotes from the subject's childhood, it is largely
the story of Malcolm's parents, Earl and Louise Little, and how they helped shape their son's character and
ideology. His mother was part of the Marcus Garvey movement and was dedicated to the idea of
international freedom and equality. His father was an impassioned speaker: "his words had the power to
move people, to make them laugh, cry, feel, and think." At the age of four, Malcolm and his family watched
their house burn at the hands of people who disagreed with the family's beliefs. While young Malcolm is
described as a mischievous prankster from alarge, close-knit family, the haunting fire and traumatic events
that followed left him "sad, lonely confused...broken." Still, Malcolm's story ends triumphantly in the
seventh grade when he, the only African American at school, is elected class president. Ford's oil paintings
are accomplished and historically accurate; images of the Littles courting and Earl preaching are painterly
and realistic while images of the Little children are more stylized. Dense pages of text make this offering
more suitable for upper-elementary or middle-school students.—Barbara Auerbach, New Y ork City Public
Schools

Review
"The childhood of the controversial African-American activist was shaped by parental love and white
racism.

Writing with the fervor and intensity of a motivational speaker, Shabazz recounts her father's early years,
which were filled with the loving support and teachings of his parents as well as the hate and destruction of
the Ku Klux Klan.... With the passion of a preacher, she celebrates love, respect, tolerance and education
without restraint.... Ford’ s oil paintings, framed on the page, are lush and filled with detail.

A daughter’s proud...tribute to her father and his parents.” (Kirkus Reviews, November 2013)

"Shabazz (Growing Up X) pays affectionate tribute to her father, Malcolm X, and his parents in this account
of the activist’s childhood.... Shabazz relays...Malcolm’ s resolve to succeed and remain true to his parents
values after he loses his father “to the brute force of racism and the narrow-mindedness of the Ku Klux
Klan,” and his mother is deemed “no longer fit to care for her children.” Ford's (My Daddy, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.) oil paintings render joyous and desolate moments with equal skill." (Publishers Weekly,
October 2013)

"The author of this handsome, inspirational offering is Malcolm X’ s daughter—an educator, activist, and
motivational speaker. . . . Ford's oil paintings are accomplished and historically accurate.” (School Library
Journal, January 2014)

"Before he became the black nationalist leader known as Malcolm X , Malcolm Little was a boy who loved
fishing and butterflies. His daughter, |lyasah Shabazz, aided by AG Ford's vivid paintings, outlines a
childhood marked by love and tragedy." (Usa Today, February 2014)

About the Author
Ilyasah Shabazz, daughter of Malcolm X, is an activist, motivational speaker, and author of the critically



acclaimed Growing Up X. llyasah promotes higher education, interfaith dialogue, and building bridges
between cultures for young leaders of the world. She produces the WAKE-UP Tour™, her exclusive youth
empowerment program, and participates on international humanitarian delegations. She is the founder of
Malcolm X Enterprises and is atrustee for the Malcolm X and Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial and Educational
Center aswell asthe Malcolm X Foundation. Ilyasah serves on the board for the Harlem Symphony
Orchestra, is amember of the art committee for the New Y ork City Operaat Lincoln Center, and is a project
advisor for the documentary Prince Among Saves. She holds a master of science in education and human
resource development. llyasah livesin New Rochelle, NY. For further information, please visit
IlyasahShabazz.com.

AG Ford istheillustrator of many books for children, including the New York Times bestseller Barack by
Jonah Winter, Michelle by Deborah Hopkinson, and Goal! by Mina Javaherbin. He also contributed to Our
Children Can Soar: A Celebration of Rosa, Barack, and the Pioneers of Change by Michelle Cook. He lives
in Frisco, Texaswith hiswife, Brandy. Visit him at AGFordlllustration.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Darlene Johnson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Malcolm Little: The
Boy Who Grew Up to Become Malcolm X book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Archie Beard:

The actual book Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up to Become Malcolm X has alot of information on
it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after scanning this book.

James Espar za:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of thistime you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up to Become Malcolm X can be your answer because it can
be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.



Richard Rodriguez:

Isit you who having spare timein that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up to
Become Malcolm X can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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