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Throughout the history of Thomas's critical reception, psychoanalytic
interpretations have been applied that have privileged the psychosexual over the
psycho-linguistic elements of hiswork. The wealth of sexual and pseudo-sexual
imagery has acquired a negative charge, and has been used to evidence claims
that Thomas was the epiphon of his own disturbed psyche, thus reducing the
poetry to the expression of the poet’ s schizoid neuroses. Avoiding the biography-
based approaches that have dominated hitherto, Liberating Dylan Thomas
rescues his early poetry from the position of servitude to the discursive mastery
of psychoanalysis. Placing the poetry and psychoanalysis together in a mutually
illuminating dialogue, this book clearly demonstrates the ways in which the vital
connection between post-Freudian psychoanalysis and Thomas's early poetry can
be articulated without reductive simplification.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Rhian Barfoot’ s ground-breaking study is atimely reminder of the burning relevance of Dylan Thomas,
both to afuller understanding of Anglo-Welsh and British twentieth-century poetry, and to literary studies
more generally. Barfoot is the first scholar to bring psychoanalytic theory to bear on Thomas's early poetry
in away that does not reduce it to social or personal pathology, and the result is a series of brilliantly
insightful readings that do justice to its serious play; the reading of ‘ To-day, thisinsect’, for example, isthe
best | have ever read. By scrupuloudly attending to the interaction of mind and language, Barfoot’ s account
reveals the inner workings of Thomas's ‘ revolution of the word” and marks an important step towards
understanding how Thomas's ‘intricate images’ truly work, to liberate both the reader and Thomas himself."
(John Goodby, Editor of The Collected Poems of Dylan Thomas)

About the Author

Rhian Barfoot teaches English at Swansea University.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lindsey Putman:

The knowledge that you get from Liberating Dylan Thomas: Rescuing a Poet from Psycho-Sexual Servitude
(Writing Wales in English) is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more
you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Liberating Dylan Thomas:
Rescuing a Poet from Psycho-Sexua Servitude (Writing Wales in English) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Liberating Dylan Thomas:
Rescuing a Poet from Psycho-Sexual Servitude (Writing Walesin English) instantly.

Rita Kirby:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire al their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about something
that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of
book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in writing, they also
doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them isthis Liberating Dylan Thomas:
Rescuing a Poet from Psycho-Sexual Servitude (Writing Walesin English).



Nancy Figaro:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people lovesto read a book. When you
go through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Liberating Dylan Thomas. Rescuing a Poet from Psycho-Sexua Servitude
(Writing Wales in English) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Staci Luton:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you
personaly. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Liberating Dylan Thomas: Rescuing a Poet from
Psycho-Sexual Servitude (Writing Wales in English) can make you feel more interested to read.
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