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James Ensor's painting of 1887, "The Temptation of St. Anthony," now in The
Museum of Modern Art's collection, established the artist as one of the boldest
painters of all his contemporaries. Ensor (1860-1949) was a major figure in the
Belgian avant-garde of the late nineteenth century and an important precursor to
the development of Expressionism in the early twentieth, yet his work is
underappreciated in the United States, and far too little seen. This striking
volume, published on the occasion of Ensor's major 2009 exhibition in New
York, gives the artist the attention he so greatly deserves. It presents
approximately 90 works, organized thematically, examining Ensor's Modernity,
his innovative and allegorical approach to light, his prominent use of satire, his
deep interest in carnival and performance and, finally, his own self-fashioning
and use of masking, travesty and role-playing. Works in the full range of his
media--painting, printing and drawing--are presented in an overlapping network
of themes and images to produce a complete picture of this daring body of art.
The most comprehensive volume on the artist available in English, this
remarkable, scholarly volume reveals Ensor as a socially engaged and self-
critical artist involved with the issues of his times and contemporary debates on
the very nature of Modernism.
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James Ensor's painting of 1887, "The Temptation of St. Anthony," now in The Museum of Modern Art's
collection, established the artist as one of the boldest painters of all his contemporaries. Ensor (1860-1949)
was a major figure in the Belgian avant-garde of the late nineteenth century and an important precursor to the
development of Expressionism in the early twentieth, yet his work is underappreciated in the United States,
and far too little seen. This striking volume, published on the occasion of Ensor's major 2009 exhibition in
New York, gives the artist the attention he so greatly deserves. It presents approximately 90 works,
organized thematically, examining Ensor's Modernity, his innovative and allegorical approach to light, his
prominent use of satire, his deep interest in carnival and performance and, finally, his own self-fashioning
and use of masking, travesty and role-playing. Works in the full range of his media--painting, printing and
drawing--are presented in an overlapping network of themes and images to produce a complete picture of
this daring body of art. The most comprehensive volume on the artist available in English, this remarkable,
scholarly volume reveals Ensor as a socially engaged and self-critical artist involved with the issues of his
times and contemporary debates on the very nature of Modernism.
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Editorial Review

Review
The MoMA survey... is an artist's-artist show. It will appeal to anyone trying to negotiate an insider-outsider
perch, anyone obsessed by violence and light, anyone who knows that loony is relative. --Holland Cotter,
The New York Times, June 26, 2009

Review
Ensor is the figure no conscientious chronicler of the birth pangs of modernism can afford to overlook.

Review
The James Ensor retrospective at The Museum of Modern Art will affect many viewers like the detonation of
a bomb whose fuse has been fizzing inconspicuously for a century. It concerns a titanic exception to standard
accounts of Western art since the late nineteenth century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this James Ensor.

Jennifer Joseph:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book James Ensor. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book James Ensor. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Donna Willeford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this James Ensor e-book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still question James Ensor as good book but not only by the cover but also by the



content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

James Bouchard:

The book untitled James Ensor contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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