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Factor Analysisis agenetic term for a somewhat vaguely delimited set of
techniques for data processing, mainly applicable to the social and biological
sciences. These techniques have been developed for the analysis of mutual
relationships among a number of measurements made on a number of measurable
entities. In the broad sense, factor analysis comprises a number of statistical
models which yield testable hypotheses -- hypotheses that may confirm or
disconfirm in terms of the usual statistical procedures for making tests of
significance. It also comprises anumber of simplifying procedures for the
approximate description of data, which do not in any sense constitute
disconfirmable hypotheses, except in the loose sense that they supply
approximationsto the data. In literature, the two types of analysis have often
been confused.

This book clarifies the concepts of factor analysis for students or professionalsin
the social sciences who wish to know the technique, rather than the mathematics,
of factor theory. Mathematical concepts are described to have an intuitive
meaning for the non-mathematical reader. An account of the elements of matrix
algebra, in the appendix, and the (mathematical) notes following each chapter
will help the reader who wishes to receive a more advanced treatment of the
subject. Factor Analysis and Related Methods should prove a useful text for
graduate and advanced undergraduate students in economics, the behavioral
sciences, and education. Researchers and practitioners in those fields will also
find this book a handy reference.
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Factor Analysisis agenetic term for a somewhat vaguely delimited set of techniques for data processing,
mainly applicable to the social and biological sciences. These techniques have been developed for the
analysis of mutual relationships among a number of measurements made on a number of measurable entities.
In the broad sense, factor analysis comprises a number of statistical models which yield testable hypotheses -
- hypotheses that may confirm or disconfirm in terms of the usual statistical procedures for making tests of
significance. It also comprises a number of simplifying procedures for the approximate description of data,
which do not in any sense constitute disconfirmable hypotheses, except in the loose sense that they supply
approximations to the data. In literature, the two types of analysis have often been confused.

This book clarifies the concepts of factor analysis for students or professionalsin the social sciences who
wish to know the technique, rather than the mathematics, of factor theory. Mathematical concepts are
described to have an intuitive meaning for the non-mathematical reader. An account of the elements of
matrix algebra, in the appendix, and the (mathematical) notes following each chapter will help the reader
who wishes to receive a more advanced treatment of the subject. Factor Analysis and Related Methods
should prove a useful text for graduate and advanced undergraduate students in economics, the behavioral
sciences, and education. Researchers and practitioners in those fields will also find this book a handy
reference.
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Editorial Review
Review

...an attractive option for instructors of graduate-level coursesin measurement or psychometric
theory....McDonald should be recognized for a contribution that will undoubtedly influence the thought of
practitioners and theoretical specialists alike.

—Contemporary Psychology

...the knowledgeabl e factor analyst and structural equation modeler should find the philosophy and opinions
presented to be stimulating in their own right.
—Applied Psychological Measurement

McDonald has written a lively, readable and rather personal account of factor analysis and related methods.
—The British Journal of Mathematical & Statistical Psychology

...contains a wealth of factor analytic fact and opinion presented in a most readable form....[McDonald's]
clear, cogent explanations on many points will provide insights and lead to reflections that should enhance
the under standing of factor analytic concepts and methodsby anyone who picks up the book.

—Journal of Educational Statistics

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruth Barnett:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for awhile
isreading. Y ep, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Factor Analysis
and Related Methods book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Danidl Rhoads;

This Factor Analysis and Related M ethods tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Factor Analysis and Related M ethods can be one of many great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Factor
Analysis and Related Methods giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Denise Swann:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you alot of new
details. When you read areserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Factor
Analysis and Related Methods, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Y our
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Nor ma Ochoa;

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Factor Analysis and Related Methods can give you
alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great people. So, why hesitate? L et us have Factor Analysis and Related Methods.
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