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How to succeed in the construction business—step-by-step guidelines for
estimating

To be competitive, contractors and homebuilders need to know how to generate
complete, accurate estimates for labor and material costs. This book guides
readers through the entire estimating process, explaining in detail how to put
together a reliable estimate that can be used not only for budgeting, but also for
developing a schedule, managing a project, dealing with contingencies, and
ultimately making a profit.

Completely revised and updated to reflect the new CSI MasterFormat 2010TM
system, the Second Edition of this practical guide describes estimating
techniques for each building system and how to apply them according to the
latest industry standards. Cost considerations and quantity takeoff and pricing are
included for virtually every type of work found in residential and light
commercial projects, from demolition, concrete, and masonry to windows and
doors, siding, roofing, mechanical and electrical systems, finish work, and site
construction.

Complete with many new graphics and references to professional construction
cost databases, the new edition provides experienced contractors and novices
alike with essential information on:

How to correctly interpret plans and specifications, reflecting updates to●

contract documents since the first edition
Computer estimating techniques and new estimating software for performing●

quantity takeoff
The best methods for conceptual estimating as well as the extremely useful●

topic of parametric estimating
How to allocate the right amounts for profit and contingencies, and other hard-●

to-find professional guidance
How a unit price estimate is built along with labor issues and budgeting for●
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subcontractor work
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How to succeed in the construction business—step-by-step guidelines for estimating

To be competitive, contractors and homebuilders need to know how to generate complete, accurate estimates
for labor and material costs. This book guides readers through the entire estimating process, explaining in
detail how to put together a reliable estimate that can be used not only for budgeting, but also for developing
a schedule, managing a project, dealing with contingencies, and ultimately making a profit.

Completely revised and updated to reflect the new CSI MasterFormat 2010TM system, the Second Edition
of this practical guide describes estimating techniques for each building system and how to apply them
according to the latest industry standards. Cost considerations and quantity takeoff and pricing are included
for virtually every type of work found in residential and light commercial projects, from demolition,
concrete, and masonry to windows and doors, siding, roofing, mechanical and electrical systems, finish
work, and site construction.

Complete with many new graphics and references to professional construction cost databases, the new
edition provides experienced contractors and novices alike with essential information on:

How to correctly interpret plans and specifications, reflecting updates to contract documents since the first●

edition
Computer estimating techniques and new estimating software for performing quantity takeoff●

The best methods for conceptual estimating as well as the extremely useful topic of parametric estimating●

How to allocate the right amounts for profit and contingencies, and other hard-to-find professional●

guidance
How a unit price estimate is built along with labor issues and budgeting for subcontractor work●
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Wayne J. Del Pico is President of W.J. Del Pico, Inc., where he provides construction management,
litigation support services for construction-related matters, and construction education. He has more than
thirty years of experience in construction project management and estimating and has been involved in
projects throughout the United States. Mr. Del Pico is a frequent seminar presenter for RSMeans as well as
other public and private clients. He is the author of Builder's Essentials: Plan Reading and Material Takeoff
and coauthor of The Practice of Cost Segregation Analysis: Maximizing Tax Benefits for Building
Acquisitions and Construction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gabriel Harris:

The book Estimating Building Costs for the Residential and Light Commercial Construction Professional can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing
like a book Estimating Building Costs for the Residential and Light Commercial Construction Professional?
A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take
for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Estimating Building Costs for
the Residential and Light Commercial Construction Professional has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Yvonne Speight:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Estimating
Building Costs for the Residential and Light Commercial Construction Professional, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.



Eduardo Ford:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Estimating Building Costs for the Residential and Light Commercial Construction
Professional.

Cindy Johnson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Estimating Building Costs for the Residential
and Light Commercial Construction Professional publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still hesitation Estimating Building Costs for the Residential and Light Commercial Construction
Professional as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.
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