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In a little more than a decade, economist Michael A. Lebowitz has written
several major works about the transition from socialism to capitalism: Beyond
Capital(winner of the Deutscher Prize), Build It Now, The Socialist Alternative,
and The Contradictions of “Real Socialism.” Here, he develops and deepens the
analysis contained in those pathbreaking works by tracing major issues in
socialist thought from the nineteenth century through the twenty-first.

Lebowitz explores the obvious but almost universally ignored fact that as human
beings work together to produce society’s goods and services, we also “produce”
something else: namely, ourselves. Human beings are shaped by circumstances,
and any vision of socialism that ignores this fact is bound to fail, or, at best,
reproduce the alienation of labor that is endemic to capitalism. But how can
people transform their circumstances in a way that allows them to re-organize
production and, at the same time, fulfill their human potential? Lebowitz sets out
to answer this question first by examining Marx’s Critique of the Gotha
Programme, and from there investigates the experiences of the Soviet Union and
more recent efforts to build socialism in Venezuela. He argues that socialism in
the twenty-first century must be animated by a central vision, in three parts:
social ownership of the means of production, social production organized by
workers, and the satisfaction of communal needs and communal purposes. These
essays repay careful reading and reflection, and prove Lebowitz to be one of the
foremost Marxist thinkers of this era.
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In a little more than a decade, economist Michael A. Lebowitz has written several major works about the
transition from socialism to capitalism: Beyond Capital(winner of the Deutscher Prize), Build It Now, The
Socialist Alternative, and The Contradictions of “Real Socialism.” Here, he develops and deepens the
analysis contained in those pathbreaking works by tracing major issues in socialist thought from the
nineteenth century through the twenty-first.

Lebowitz explores the obvious but almost universally ignored fact that as human beings work together to
produce society’s goods and services, we also “produce” something else: namely, ourselves. Human beings
are shaped by circumstances, and any vision of socialism that ignores this fact is bound to fail, or, at best,
reproduce the alienation of labor that is endemic to capitalism. But how can people transform their
circumstances in a way that allows them to re-organize production and, at the same time, fulfill their human
potential? Lebowitz sets out to answer this question first by examining Marx’s Critique of the Gotha
Programme, and from there investigates the experiences of the Soviet Union and more recent efforts to build
socialism in Venezuela. He argues that socialism in the twenty-first century must be animated by a central
vision, in three parts: social ownership of the means of production, social production organized by workers,
and the satisfaction of communal needs and communal purposes. These essays repay careful reading and
reflection, and prove Lebowitz to be one of the foremost Marxist thinkers of this era.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": "The profound understanding in this new book of why
twentieth?century attempts at constructing socialism failed must be an essential element in the socialist
renewal emerging amid the first great capitalist crisis of the twenty?first century." - Leo Panitch, editor, the
Socialist Register

About the Author

Michael Lebowitz is professor emeritus of economics at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, Canada,
and the author of Beyond Capital: Marx’s Political Economy of the Working Class, winner of the Isaac
Deutscher Memorial Prize for 2004, and Build It Now: Socialism for the Twenty-First Century. He is
Director, Programme in Transformative Practice and Human Development, Centro Internacional Miranda, in
Caracas, Venezuela.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Browning:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now
will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Leslie Mickle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Socialist Imperative:
From Gotha to Now book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Latonya Sams:

The particular book The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the



point easily after reading this book.

David Fulton:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior
to. The The Socialist Imperative: From Gotha to Now giving you one more experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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