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Since the publication of Thomas More's genre-defining work Utopiain 1516, the
field of utopian literature has evolved into an ever-expanding domain. This
Companion presents an extensive historical survey of the development of
utopianism, from the publication of Utopiato today's dark and despairing
tendency towards dystopian pessimism, epitomised by works such as George
Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four and Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale.
Chapters address the difficult definition of the concept of utopia, and consider its
relation to science fiction and other literary genres. The volume takes an
innovative approach to the major themes predominating within the utopian and
dystopian literary tradition, including feminism, romance and ecology, and
exploresin detail the vexed question of the purportedly ‘western' nature of the
concept of utopia. The reader is provided with a balanced overview of the
evolution and current state of along-standing, rich tradition of historical, political
and literary scholarship.
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Since the publication of Thomas More's genre-defining work Utopiain 1516, the field of utopian literature
has evolved into an ever-expanding domain. This Companion presents an extensive historical survey of the
development of utopianism, from the publication of Utopiato today's dark and despairing tendency towards
dystopian pessimism, epitomised by works such as George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four and Margaret
Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale. Chapters address the difficult definition of the concept of utopia, and
consider its relation to science fiction and other literary genres. The volume takes an innovative approach to
the major themes predominating within the utopian and dystopian literary tradition, including feminism,
romance and ecology, and exploresin detail the vexed question of the purportedly 'western' nature of the
concept of utopia. The reader is provided with a balanced overview of the evolution and current state of a
long-standing, rich tradition of historical, political and literary scholarship.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Gregory Claeysis Professor of the History of Political Thought at Royal Holloway, University of London.
He has edited Utopias of the British Enlightenment (1994), Modern British Utopias. ¢.1700-1850 (8
volumes, 1997), Restoration and Augustan British Utopias (2000), Late Victorian Utopias (6 volumes, 2008)
and other works. He has written several studies of aspects of the Owenite socialist movement, of the French
revolution debate in Britain, and of Thomas Paine's thought. His most recent book is Imperial Sceptics:
British Critics of Empire, 1850-1920 (Cambridge, 2010).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Wolverton:

The book The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companions to Literature) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading a book The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companions to
Literature) to be your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like available and read aguide The
Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companionsto Literature). Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you think about this
publication?

Linda Amato:

This The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companions to Literature) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Cambridge
Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companions to Literature) can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just ssmple looking at food but feed a person with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it al over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Cambridge Companion to
Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companions to Literature) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
exercise. S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

Kurt Chapman:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your



personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companions
to Literature) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Katherine Shadrick:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge Companionsto Literature) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in areserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature (Cambridge
Companions to Literature) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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