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Ecclesiastes is one of the most fascinating -- and hauntingly familiar -- books of
the Old Testament. The sentiments of the main speaker of the book, a person
given the name Qohelet, sound incredibly modern. Expressing the uncertainty
and anxieties of our own age, he is driven by the question, "Where can we find
meaning in the world?"

But while Qohelet's question resonates with readers today, his answer is
shocking. "Meaningless," says Qohelet, "everything is meaningless." How does
this pessimistic perspective fit into the rest of biblical revelation? In this
commentary Tremper Longman III addresses this question by taking a canonical-
Christocentric approach to the meaning of Ecclesiastes.

Longman first provides an extensive introduction to Ecclesiastes, exploring such
background matters as authorship, language, genre, structure, literary style, and
the book's theological message. He argues that the author of Ecclesiastes is not
Solomon, as has been traditionally thought, but a writer who adopts a Solomonic
persona. In the verse-by-verse commentary that follows, Longman helps clarify
the confusing, sometimes contradictory message of Ecclesiastes by showing that
the book should be divided into three sections -- a prologue (1:1-11), Qohelet's
autobiographical speech (1:12-12:7), and an epilogue (12:8-14) -- and that the
frame narrative provided by prologue and epilogue is the key to understanding
the message of the book as a whole.
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meaning in the world?"

But while Qohelet's question resonates with readers today, his answer is shocking. "Meaningless," says
Qohelet, "everything is meaningless." How does this pessimistic perspective fit into the rest of biblical
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Editorial Review

Review

Journal of Biblical Literature
"Tremper Longman's commentary on Ecclesiastes is a welcome addition to the NICOT series and a solid
contribution to the elusive field of wisdom in ancient Israel. Longman exhibits his literary and theological
sensitivities in a very accessible style."

Vox Reformata
"An indispensable resource for those wishing to understand the intricacies of the original text of
Ecclesiastes."

Bibliotheca Sacra
"An outstanding contribution to studies on Ecclesiastes."

Hebrew Studies
"On the whole, Longman has provided an up-to-date, conversant and provocative commentary on the ever-
difficult words of Qohelet."

The Bible Today
"Scholars and serious students of the Bible will find this an important resource."

Daniel I. Block
"This commentary goes a long way in solving the riddle that is the book of Ecclesiastes. . . Will be highly
treasured by those who have opportunity to teach and preach the message of Ecclesiastes."

Richard Schultz
"Longman offers a provocative genre- and structure-based explanation for the divergent perspectives
expressed within the book of Ecclesiastes. His thorough exposition of Qohelet's 'meaningless' search for
meaning and of the canonical book's final critique of skepticism ultimately points readers toward Jesus
Christ, whose death and resurrection have restored meaning to life 'under the sun."

About the Author

Tremper Longman III is Robert H. Gundry Professor ofBiblical Studies and chair of the Religious
StudiesDepartment at Westmont College, Santa Barbara, California.His other books include Introduction to
the OldTestament, How to Read the Psalms,Reading the Bible with Heart and Mind, andLiterary Approaches
to Biblical Interpretation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thelma Brady:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for



us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Book of Ecclesiastes (The New International Commentary
on the Old Testament).

Frederick Rothman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Book of Ecclesiastes (The New
International Commentary on the Old Testament). All type of book is it possible to see on many options.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Carolyn Treece:

The book untitled The Book of Ecclesiastes (The New International Commentary on the Old Testament)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice learn.

Rex Vogler:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Book of Ecclesiastes (The
New International Commentary on the Old Testament) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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