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In 1998 David Kruiper, the leader of the ‡Khomani San who today live in the
Kalahari Desert in South Africa, lamented, “We have been made into nothing.”
His comment applies equally to the fate of all the hunter- gatherer societies of the
Cape Colony who were destroyed by the impact of European colonialism. Until
relatively recently, the extermination of the Cape San peoples has been treated as
little more than a footnote to South African narratives of colonial conquest.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Dutch-speaking pastoralists who
infiltrated the Cape interior dispossessed its aboriginal inhabitants. In response to
indigenous resistance, colonists formed mounted militia units known as
commandos with the express purpose of destroying San bands. This ensured the
virtual extinction of the Cape San peoples. In The Anatomy of a South African
Genocide, Mohamed Adhikari examines the history of the San and persuasively
presents the annihilation of Cape San society as genocide. 
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In 1998 David Kruiper, the leader of the ‡Khomani San who today live in the Kalahari Desert in South
Africa, lamented, “We have been made into nothing.” His comment applies equally to the fate of all the
hunter- gatherer societies of the Cape Colony who were destroyed by the impact of European colonialism.
Until relatively recently, the extermination of the Cape San peoples has been treated as little more than a
footnote to South African narratives of colonial conquest.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Dutch-speaking pastoralists who infiltrated the Cape interior
dispossessed its aboriginal inhabitants. In response to indigenous resistance, colonists formed mounted
militia units known as commandos with the express purpose of destroying San bands. This ensured the
virtual extinction of the Cape San peoples. In The Anatomy of a South African Genocide, Mohamed Adhikari
examines the history of the San and persuasively presents the annihilation of Cape San society as genocide. 
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Editorial Review

Review

“Anatomy of a South African Genocide provides a succinct and accessible summary of a large body of
scholarship on San colonial history. This makes it useful to both academic and lay readers. The book is a
high-quality contribution to public education about the colonial history of the San.”
— Mathias Guenther, Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada

 

 

“The Anatomy of a South African Genocide is provocative and consequential. By compellingly arguing that
the extermination of the Cape San is genocide, Adhikari makes an argument with cultural, legal, and political
implications in postapartheid South Africa. Akhikari’s clear prose and conveyance of complicated
issues…make this short book suitable for a wider public audience and the college classroom.”
— H-Genocide

“The author's passion for this subject is palpable, driving a successful effort to present the disintegration of
San society as a genocide.”
— The Historian

“In a time where fundamentalist intolerance, xenophobia, and racism still crop up constantly, Adhikari’s
book serves as an apt, timely, and necessary call to guard against the horrors of such outrage.”
— African Studies Quarterly

“The book is well-written, well-argued, insightful, and makes significant contributions to the literature on
San and South African history, and genocide.”
— Robert Hitchcock, Michigan State University

“The author’s research and command of the literature is impressive. The judgments are well balanced, fair
and based on sound scholarship. This is an accessible book that will help to expand consciousness about the
fate of the San and introduce … students to debates about genocide in a colonial context.”
— Nigel Penn, University of Cape Town

About the Author



Mohamed Adhikari is an associate professor at the University of Cape Town. His most recent books are
Not White Enough, Not Black Enough: Racial Identity in the South African Coloured Community and
Burdened by Race: Coloured Identity in Southern Africa. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Anatomy of a South African
Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples. All type of book is it possible to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Matthew Dealba:

The book with title The Anatomy of a South African Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples
has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Clarence Bowen:

The reason why? Because this The Anatomy of a South African Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape
San Peoples is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Charles Rowe:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Anatomy of a South African
Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape San Peoples e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question The Anatomy of a South African Genocide: The Extermination of the Cape



San Peoples as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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