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"The argument is important and very well buttressed by statistical analysis. The
sociologists who have worked on Asian and minority entrepreneurship will
certainly respond, and the debate will be lively." -- Nathan Glazer, Professor of
Education and Social Structure, Harvard University

Race, Self-Employment, and Upward Mobility refutes conventional notions
about entrepreneurship with a wealth of unimpeachable data. Timothy Bates
finds that self-employment and upward mobility are open to those who are highly
educated and skilled, often possessing significant personal financial resources.
This is true among Asian Americans, African Americans, and everybody else,
too. Asian immigrants are prominent in low-profit, high-risk small-scale inner-
city retailing, Bates explains, because they are often pushed into it by poor
English language skills and problems of credentialing -- when they can secure
other employment, they do so. African Americans, in contrast, who have the
education, capital, and inclination to become entrepreneurs find better-paying
opportunities and avoid ghetto shopkeeping.

Bates compares black and Asian self-employment. He reviews who becomes
self-employed, what factors encourage continuing self-employment, and how
people escape unsuccessful self-employment. He addresses the place of
entrepreneurship in upward mobility among disadvantaged persons and the role
of government in assisting them. Bates's analysis is based largely on the massive
Characteristics of Business Owners survey compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau,
which provides nationwide information on small business success and survival
patterns.

This book is an important contribution to the economic and sociological literature
on ethnic groups and labor. It belongs in all libraries with extensive holdings in
economics and sociology. In paperback, it can be used in upper division and
graduate level courses.
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"The argument is important and very well buttressed by statistical analysis. The sociologists who have
worked on Asian and minority entrepreneurship will certainly respond, and the debate will be lively." --
Nathan Glazer, Professor of Education and Social Structure, Harvard University

Race, Self-Employment, and Upward Mobility refutes conventional notions about entrepreneurship with a
wealth of unimpeachable data. Timothy Bates finds that self-employment and upward mobility are open to
those who are highly educated and skilled, often possessing significant personal financial resources. This is
true among Asian Americans, African Americans, and everybody else, too. Asian immigrants are prominent
in low-profit, high-risk small-scale inner-city retailing, Bates explains, because they are often pushed into it
by poor English language skills and problems of credentialing -- when they can secure other employment,
they do so. African Americans, in contrast, who have the education, capital, and inclination to become
entrepreneurs find better-paying opportunities and avoid ghetto shopkeeping.

Bates compares black and Asian self-employment. He reviews who becomes self-employed, what factors
encourage continuing self-employment, and how people escape unsuccessful self-employment. He addresses
the place of entrepreneurship in upward mobility among disadvantaged persons and the role of government
in assisting them. Bates's analysis is based largely on the massive Characteristics of Business Owners survey
compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau, which provides nationwide information on small business success and
survival patterns.

This book is an important contribution to the economic and sociological literature on ethnic groups and
labor. It belongs in all libraries with extensive holdings in economics and sociology. In paperback, it can be
used in upper division and graduate level courses.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This very interesting and informative book examines the role of self-employment in the upward mobility of
African Americans and Asian immigrants in American society... An essential book for any college or
research library." -- Choice

About the Author

Timothy Bates, professor of Labor and Urban Affairs at Wayne State University, is the author of five
previous books on minority business and economic development. He was a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars in 1993-1994.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ardith Bobo:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Race, Self-Employment, and Upward Mobility: An Illusive American Dream (Woodrow Wilson Center
Press)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Richard Simpson:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Race, Self-Employment, and
Upward Mobility: An Illusive American Dream (Woodrow Wilson Center Press) to read.

Sheila Seim:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't



work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Race, Self-Employment, and Upward Mobility: An
Illusive American Dream (Woodrow Wilson Center Press) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Kim Heflin:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Race, Self-Employment, and Upward Mobility:
An Illusive American Dream (Woodrow Wilson Center Press) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the book Race, Self-
Employment, and Upward Mobility: An Illusive American Dream (Woodrow Wilson Center Press) can to be
your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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