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The art of portraiture approached its apex during the sixteenth century in Europe
with the discovery of oil painting when the old masters developed and refined
techniques that remain unsurpassed to this day. The ascendance of
nonrepresentational art in the middle of the twentieth century displaced these
venerable skills, especially in academic art circles. Fortunately for aspiring
artists today who wish to learn the methods that alowed the Old Masters to
achieve the luminous color and subtle tonalities so characteristic of their work,
this knowledge has been preserved in hundreds of small traditional painting
ateliersthat persevered in the old waysin this country and throughout the world.

Coming out of this dedicated movement, Portrait Painting Atelier is an essential
resource for an art community still recovering from atime when solid instruction
in art technique was unavailable in our schools. Of particular value hereisa
demonstration of the Old Masters' technique of layering paint over a toned-
ground surface, a process that builds from the transparent dark areas to the more
densely painted lights. This method unifies the entire painting, creating a
beautiful glow that illuminates skin tones and softly blends all the color tones.
Readers will aso find valuable instruction in paint mediums from classic oil-
based to alkyd-based, the interactive principles of composition and photograph-
based composition, and the anatomy of the human face and the key relationships
among its features.

Richly illustrated with the work of preeminent masters such as Millet, Géricault,
and van Gogh, aswell as some of today’ s leading portrait artists—and featuring
seven detailed step-by-step portrait demonstrations—Portrait Painting Atelier is
thefirst book in many yearsto so comprehensively cover the concepts and
techniques of traditional portraiture.
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The art of portraiture approached its apex during the sixteenth century in Europe with the discovery of ail
painting when the old masters devel oped and refined techniques that remain unsurpassed to this day. The
ascendance of nonrepresentational art in the middle of the twentieth century displaced these venerable skills,
especially in academic art circles. Fortunately for aspiring artists today who wish to learn the methods that
allowed the Old Masters to achieve the luminous color and subtle tonalities so characteristic of their work,
this knowledge has been preserved in hundreds of small traditional painting ateliers that persevered in the old
ways in this country and throughout the world.

Coming out of this dedicated movement, Portrait Painting Atelier is an essential resource for an art
community still recovering from atime when solid instruction in art technique was unavailable in our
schools. Of particular value here is a demonstration of the Old Masters' technique of layering paint over a
toned-ground surface, a process that builds from the transparent dark areas to the more densely painted
lights. This method unifies the entire painting, creating a beautiful glow that illuminates skin tones and softly
blends all the color tones. Readers will aso find valuable instruction in paint mediums from classic oil-based
to alkyd-based, the interactive principles of compasition and photograph-based composition, and the
anatomy of the human face and the key relationships among its features.

Richly illustrated with the work of preeminent masters such as Millet, Géricault, and van Gogh, as well as
some of today’ s leading portrait artists—and featuring seven detailed step-by-step portrait
demonstrations—Portrait Painting Atelier isthe first book in many years to so comprehensively cover the
concepts and techniques of traditional portraiture.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

SUZANNE BROOKER received her BFA at the California Institute of the Artsin 1979, attended by
invitation the Whitney Museum Independent Study program in New Y ork, and pursued her drawing and
painting studies at the School of Visual Arts. Brooker has taught drawing and painting at the Gage Academy
of Art in Seattle, Washington since1999.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Madden:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master
Techniques and Contemporary Applicationsis our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Laree Drummond:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary
Applications book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer involving Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary
Applications content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking
Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary Applicationsis not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Kenneth Jordan:

Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary Applications can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving hig’her effort to place every word into joy arrangement
in writing Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary Applications nevertheless
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.



Steven Miller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work thisisdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary
Applications why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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