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How and why did Muslims first come to write their own history? The author
argues in this work that the Islamic historical tradition arose not out of "idle
curiosity," or through imitation of antique models, but as a response to a variety
of challenges facing the Islamic community during its first several centuries (ca.
seventh to tenth centuries C.E.). The narratives that resulted focused on certain
themes of Islamic origins, selected to legitimize particular aspects of the Islamic
community and faith in one or another. These included the need to establish the
status of Muhammad (d. 632) as prophet, to affirm that the community to which
they belonged was the direct descendant of the original community founded by
the Prophet, to explain (and justify) Muslim hegemony over vast populations of
non-Muslims in the rapidly growing Islamic empire, and to articulate different
positions in the ongoing debate with the Islamic community itself over political
and religious leadership. An examination of these key themes of early Islamic
historiography and the issues generating them is placed in the context of other
styles of legitimation in the early Islamic community, including such methods as
appeals to piety and genealogy.

Narratives of Islamic Origins is a groundbreaking work that represents the first
comprehensive tradition-critical account of the origins and rise of Arab-Islamic
historiography, and is essential reading for all historians of medieval Islamic
history and civilization, and for all those interested in the historiography of
comparative civilizations.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Fred M. Donner is Professor of Near Eastern History, The Oriental Institute and the University of Chicago,
where he is the Chair, Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations. He is the author of
numerous studies on early Islamic history and historiography.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

With other case, little persons like to read book Narratives of Islamic Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic
Historical Writing (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam, No. 14). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Narratives of Islamic
Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic Historical Writing (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam, No. 14).
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a
book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Verla Foster:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Narratives of Islamic Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic Historical
Writing (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam, No. 14) book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Narratives of
Islamic Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic Historical Writing (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam,
No. 14) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Narratives of
Islamic Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic Historical Writing (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam,
No. 14) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Vera Pinckney:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Narratives of Islamic Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic Historical
Writing (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam, No. 14) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel



when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Sean Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Narratives of Islamic Origins:
The Beginnings of Islamic Historical Writing (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam, No. 14).
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