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One hundred and fifty years after Abraham Lincoln's death, the full story of his
extraordinary relationship with Jews istold here for the first time. Lincoln and
the Jews: A History provides readers both with a captivating narrative of his
interactions with Jews, and with the opportunity to immerse themselvesin rare
manuscripts and images, many from the Shapell Lincoln Collection, that show
Lincoln in away he has never been seen before.

Lincoln'slifetime coincided with the emergence of Jews on the national scenein
the United States. When he was born, in 1809, scarcely 3,000 Jews lived in the
entire country. By the time of his nation in 1865, large-scale immigration,
principally from central Europe, had brought that number up to more than
150,000. Many Americans, including members of Lincoln's cabinet and many of
his top generals during the Civil War, were alarmed by this devel opment and
treated Jews as second-class citizens and religious outsiders. Lincoln, this book
shows, exhibited precisely the opposite tendency. He also expressed a uniquely
deep knowledge of the Old Testament, employing its language and conceptsin
some of his most important writings. He befriended Jews from a young age,
promoted Jewish equality, appointed numerous Jews to public office, had Jewish
advisors and supporters starting already from the early 1850s, aswell as later
during his two presidential campaigns, and in response to Jewish sensitivities,
even changed the way he thought and spoke about America. Through his actions
and his rhetoric—replacing " Christian nation,” for example, with "this nation
under God"—he embraced Jews as insiders.

In this groundbreaking work, the product of meticulous research, historian
Jonathan D. Sarna and collector Benjamin Shapell reveal how Lincoln's
remarkabl e relationship with American Jews impacted both his path to the
presidency and his policy decisions as president. The volume uncovers a new and
previously unknown feature of Abraham Lincoln's life, one that broadened him,
and, as aresult, broadened America.
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with Jewsistold here for the first time. Lincoln and the Jews: A History provides readers both with a
captivating narrative of hisinteractions with Jews, and with the opportunity to immerse themselvesin rare
manuscripts and images, many from the Shapell Lincoln Collection, that show Lincoln in away he has never
been seen before.

Lincoln's lifetime coincided with the emergence of Jews on the national scene in the United States. When he
was born, in 1809, scarcely 3,000 Jews lived in the entire country. By the time of his nation in 1865,
large-scale immigration, principally from central Europe, had brought that number up to more than 150,000.
Many Americans, including members of Lincoln's cabinet and many of histop generals during the Civil
War, were alarmed by this development and treated Jews as second-class citizens and religious outsiders.
Lincoln, this book shows, exhibited precisely the opposite tendency. He also expressed a uniquely deep
knowledge of the Old Testament, employing its language and concepts in some of his most important
writings. He befriended Jews from a young age, promoted Jewish equality, appointed numerous Jews to
public office, had Jewish advisors and supporters starting already from the early 1850s, as well as later
during his two presidential campaigns, and in response to Jewish sensitivities, even changed the way he
thought and spoke about America. Through his actions and his rhetoric—replacing " Christian nation," for
example, with "this nation under God"—he embraced Jews as insiders.

In this groundbreaking work, the product of meticulous research, historian Jonathan D. Sarna and collector
Benjamin Shapell reveal how Lincoln's remarkable relationship with American Jews impacted both his path
to the presidency and his policy decisions as president. The volume uncovers a new and previously unknown
feature of Abraham Lincoln's life, one that broadened him, and, as aresult, broadened America.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Sarna and manuscript collector Shapell offer avivid, fresh perspective on Lincoln's life and times." ---
Kirkus

About the Author

Jonathan D. Sarnais the award-winning author of American Judaism: A History and aleading commentator
on American Jewish history, religion, and life. He is the Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun Professor of American
Jewish History at Brandeis University.

Benjamin Shapell is the founder of the Shapell Manuscript Foundation, an independent educational
organi zation whose collection includes original documents of world-renowned individuals. He has written
articles on Lincoln, other American presidents, and Mark Twain.

David Colacci has been an actor and a director for over thirty years, and has worked as a narrator for over
fifteen years. He has won AudioFile Earphones Awards, earned Audie nominations, and been included in
Best of the Y ear lists by such publications as Publishers Weekly, AudioFile magazine, and Library Journal.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Glenn Flinchum:

The book Lincoln and the Jews: A History make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Lincoln and the Jews: A History to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about several or al subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a book Lincoln and
the Jews: A History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks.
So, how do you think about this reserve?

Dennis Simpson:

Typically the book Lincoln and the Jews: A History will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to see, this book very suited to you. The book Lincoln and the Jews: A History is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lourdes Tyner:

This Lincoln and the Jews: A History is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for



you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal
it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Lincoln and the
Jews: A History in your hand like getting the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that.
S0, thisredly is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Ryan Young:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is known
as of book Lincoln and the Jews: A History. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essentia that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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