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Featuring significant revisions and updates, Classic Questions and Contemporary
Film: An Introduction to Philosophy, 2nd Edition uses popular movies as a
highly accessible framework for introducing key philosophical concepts

Explores 28 films with 18 new to this edition, including Eternal Sunshine of the●

Spotless Mind, Hotel Rwanda, V for Vendetta, and Memento
Discusses numerous philosophical issues not covered in the first edition,●

including a new chapter  covering issues of personal identity, the
meaningfulness of life and death, and existentialism
Offers a rich pedagogical framework comprised of key classic readings, chapter●

learning outcomes, jargon-free argument analysis, critical thinking and trivia
questions, a glossary of terms, and textboxes with notes on the movies
discussed
Revised to be even more accessible to beginning philosophy students●
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Editorial Review

Review

“A great blend of classic sources, modern movies, and critical analysis. This is the perfect textbook for
teaching and learning philosophy through film.” William Irwin, King's College, General Editor of the
Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture Series 

"Dean Kowalski has produced a textbook that is both comprehensive and accessible to students. One of the
marvelous qualities of the book is that it has high expectations of students. The selections of readings, the
student guides, and, most impressively, the range of films discussed makes this an excellent introduction to
philosophical thought and, equally important, a model for how to engage students with philosophy through
the use of film. The latter takes real skill and Kowalski is an expert guide. The integration of a wide range of
films along with the readings, exposition, and applications will provide any student with an excellent
foundation in philosophy and should spark that wonder in students to which all philosophy classes aspire."
James B. South, Marquette University

From the Back Cover

“A great blend of classic sources, modern movies, and critical analysis. This is the perfect textbook for
teaching and learning philosophy through film.”
William Irwin, King’s College, General Editor of the Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture Series

“Dean Kowalski has produced a textbook that is both comprehensive and accessible to students. One of the
marvelous qualities of the book is that it has high expectations of students. The selections of readings, the
student guides, and, most impressively, the range of films discussed makes this an excellent introduction to
philosophical thought and, equally important, a model for how to engage students with philosophy through
the use of film. The latter takes real skill and Kowalski is an expert guide. The integration of a wide range of
films along with the readings, exposition, and applications will provide any student with an excellent
foundation in philosophy and should spark that wonder in students to which all philosophy classes aspire.”
James B. South, Marquette University

Fully revised and updated, Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy,
Second Edition, aims to excite and motivate students to do philosophy by introducing them to core
philosophical concepts through explorations of popular movies. The new edition includes discussion of
eighteen additional films, including Inception, V for Vendetta, and Hotel Rwanda, and coverage of fresh
topics such as rhetoric and sophistry, Plato’s Republic, and religious experience. A new chapter on the
human condition, which includes discussions of personal identity, the meaningfulness of life and death, and
existentialism, has also been added. The features that made the first edition so successful have been kept and
enhanced. Each chapter opens with a classic philosophical reading, and offers a rich pedagogical framework,
including learning outcomes, jargon-free argument analysis, critical thinking and trivia questions, and
textboxes with helpful notes on the movies discussed. These features provide readers with the tools they need
to make the leap from reading about philosophy to doing philosophy. Engaging and thought-provoking,
Classic Questions and Contemporary Film, Second Edition, offers a wealth of insights into the myriad
critical philosophical issues raised in popular films.



About the Author
Dean A. Kowalski is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Wisconsin-Waukesha. He is the author of
Classic Questions and Contemporary Film (2005) and Moral Theory at the Movies (2012). He is the editor
of Steven Spielberg and Philosophy (2008), The Philosophy of The X-Files (2009), and The Big Bang Theory
and Philosophy (Wiley, 2012), and the coeditor of The Philosophy of Joss Whedon (2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

The book Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An
Introduction to Philosophy has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Colin Rousey:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An
Introduction to Philosophy had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An
Introduction to Philosophy is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An Introduction to
Philosophy. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Daryl Pena:

This Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Classic Questions and
Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might
be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Classic Questions
and Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.



Jennifer Lewis:

The guide untitled Classic Questions and Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Classic Questions and
Contemporary Film: An Introduction to Philosophy from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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