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Accompanying Columbus on his second voyage to the New World in 1494 was a
young Spanish friar named Ramoén Pané. The friar’ s assignment was to live
among the “Indians” whom Columbus had “discovered” on the island of
Hispaniola (today the island shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic), to
learn their language, and to write arecord of their lives and beliefs. While the
culture of these indigenous people—who came to be known as the Taino—is
now extinct, the written record completed by Pané around 1498 has survived.
This volume makes Pané s landmark Account—the first book writtenin a
European language on American soil—available in an annotated English edition.

Edited by the noted Hispanist José Juan Arrom, Pané sreport isthe only
surviving direct source of information about the myths, ceremonies, and lives of
the New World inhabitants whom Columbus first encountered. The friar’ s text
contains many linguistic and cultural observations, including descriptions of the
Taino people’s healing rituals and their beliefs about their souls after death. Pané
provides the first known description of the use of the hallucinogen cohoba, and
he recounts the use of idolsin ritual ceremonies. The names, functions, and
attributes of native gods; the mythological origin of the aboriginal people’s
attitudes toward sex and gender; and their rich stories of creation are described as
well.
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Accompanying Columbus on his second voyage to the New World in 1494 was a young Spanish friar named
Ramon Pané. The friar’ s assignment was to live among the “Indians’ whom Columbus had “ discovered” on
the island of Hispaniola (today the island shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic), to learn their
language, and to write arecord of their lives and beliefs. While the culture of these indigenous people—who
came to be known as the Taino—is now extinct, the written record completed by Pané around 1498 has
survived. This volume makes Pané' s landmark Account—the first book written in a European language on
American soil—available in an annotated English edition.

Edited by the noted Hispanist José Juan Arrom, Pané s report is the only surviving direct source of
information about the myths, ceremonies, and lives of the New World inhabitants whom Columbus first
encountered. The friar’ s text contains many linguistic and cultural observations, including descriptions of the
Taino people’s healing rituals and their beliefs about their souls after death. Pané provides the first known
description of the use of the hallucinogen cohoba, and he recounts the use of idolsin ritual ceremonies. The
names, functions, and attributes of native gods; the mythological origin of the aborigina people's attitudes
toward sex and gender; and their rich stories of creation are described as well.
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Editorial Review
Review

“[This book] isimportant for the way in which it anticipates some of the main issues concerning the
production of Latin American literature.”—Roberto Gonzéalez Echevarria, author of Myth and Archive: A
Theory of Latin American Narrative

“[Thisisa] highly accessible English trandlation. . . [of] the earliest work dealing exclusively with the
indigenous inhabitants of the New World.”—Patricia Seed, Rice University

From the Back Cover

"[This book] isimportant for the way in which it anticipates some of the main issues concerning the
production of Latin American literature."--Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria, author of "Myth and Archive: A
Theory of Latin American Narrative"

About the Author
Fray Ramon Pané, a self-described “poor friar of the Order of Saint Jerome,” arrived in Hispaniolawith

Christopher Columbusin 1494 where he spent the next two years living with and recording the lives of its
indigenous inhabitants.

José Juan Arrom is Professor Emeritus of Latin American Literature at Y ale University and the author of
numerous books, including Imaginacion del Nuevo Mundo.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Melissa Alfonso:;

The actual book An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with an Introductory Study,
Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World Encounter) has alot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after scanning this book.

Karen Jude:

This An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with an Introductory Study, Notes, and
Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World Encounter) is great e-book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make



decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with an Introductory Study, Notes, and
Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World Encounter) in your hand like getting the
world inyour arm, datain it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within
ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?

Betsy Aguilar:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this An Account of the Antiquities of the Indians: A New Edition, with an
Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom (Chronicles of the New World Encounter)
can make you sense more interested to read.

L eon Bailey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is An Account of the Antiquities
of the Indians: A New Edition, with an Introductory Study, Notes, and Appendices by José Juan Arrom
(Chronicles of the New World Encounter).
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