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The multi-volume chronicle of the Cairo scholar Abd al-Rahman al-Jabarti
(1754-1825), known in Arabic as cAja-'ib al-atha-r fi- al-tara-jim wa-al-akhba-r,
which translates roughly as The Most Wondrous Achievements: Biographies and
Reports of Events, is the single most important primary source for the history of
Egypt over nearly four centuries of Ottoman rule (1517-1882). This text,
compiled by editor Jane Hathaway to appeal to the general reader as well as
scholars of Egypt and the Ottoman Empire, is a collection of excerpts from al-
Jabarti's history, providing a multifaceted overview of Egyptian society during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The selections cover key political
developments, including various power struggles and the French occupation, and
offer telling glimpses of Egyptian society at large: the role of the Muslim
scholar-officials and their interaction with the political authorities; the activities
of merchants, shopkeepers, peasants, and tribespeople; the status of women and
non-Muslims; and popular reaction to warfare, plagues, natural disasters, food
shortages, and price increases. A general introduction and a brief introductory
passage to each major excerpt help to place this indispensable primary source in
its proper historical and social context.
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The multi-volume chronicle of the Cairo scholar Abd al-Rahman al-Jabarti (1754-1825), known in Arabic as
cAja-'ib al-atha-r fi- al-tara-jim wa-al-akhba-r, which translates roughly as The Most Wondrous
Achievements: Biographies and Reports of Events, is the single most important primary source for the
history of Egypt over nearly four centuries of Ottoman rule (1517-1882). This text, compiled by editor Jane
Hathaway to appeal to the general reader as well as scholars of Egypt and the Ottoman Empire, is a
collection of excerpts from al-Jabarti's history, providing a multifaceted overview of Egyptian society during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The selections cover key political developments, including various
power struggles and the French occupation, and offer telling glimpses of Egyptian society at large: the role
of the Muslim scholar-officials and their interaction with the political authorities; the activities of merchants,
shopkeepers, peasants, and tribespeople; the status of women and non-Muslims; and popular reaction to
warfare, plagues, natural disasters, food shortages, and price increases. A general introduction and a brief
introductory passage to each major excerpt help to place this indispensable primary source in its proper
historical and social context.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Abd al Rahman Jabarti's (1754-1822) multi-volume 'Aja'ib al-athar fi al-tarajim wa-al-akhvar (The
Marvelous Compositions of Biographies and Chronicles is universally hailed as the most accessible and
comprehensive primary source for the history of Egypt under Ottoman rule. It was rendered into a superb
English translation in 1994 by a team supervised by Thomas Philipp and Moshe Perlmann, and published by
Franz Steiner Verlag, Stuttgart. The four volumes are bit daunting for beginning students and general
readers, however, so Hathaway (Ohio State U.), having written her own history of Ottoman Egypt, presents
64 excerpts from the sections on the era of great household rivalries, the era of the French occupation, and
the era of Muhammad 'Ali Pasha. She sets each into the context of the full work and of its historical period. -
-Book News

"'Abd al Rahman Jabarti's (1754-1822) multi-volume 'Aja'ib al-athar fi al-tarajim wa-al-akhvar (The
Marvelous Compositions f Biographies and Chronicles is universally hailed as the most accessible and
comprehensive primary source for the history of Egypt under Ottoman rule. It was rendered into a superb
English translation in 1994 by a team supervised by Thomas Philipp and Moshe Perlmann, and published by
Franz Steiner Verlag, Stuttgart. The four volumes are bit daunting for beginning students and general
readers, however, so Hathaway (Ohio State U.), having written her own history of Ottoman Egypt, presents
64 excerpts from the sections on the era of great household rivalries, the era of the French occupation, and
the era of Muhammad 'Ali Pasha. She sets each into the context of the full work and of its historical period."-
-Book News --Book News

" Abd al-Rahman al-Jabarti. born in Cairo in 1753, combined biographies and historical accounts bv earlier
chroniclers, covering events in Egypt as far back as 1688, with his own observations and research covering
the period from roughly 1776 until his death in 1825. Printed in Arabic in 1879-80. The Marvelom
Compositions of Biographies and Chronicles has long been regarded as the best primary source about Egypt
under Ottoman rule. The present volume is composed of excerpts and brief contextual commentaries and will
appeal to general readers. The sections describing the French occupation of Egypt (1798-1801) and its re-
occupation by Ottoman forces are particularly interesting."--Saudi Aramco World --Saudi Aramco World

"Whoever teaches Middle Eastern history, sociology, politics or global studies, will like to use this book. For
Jane Hathaway of Ohio State University presents here in 64 very brief chapters highlights of Egypt's history
written by Abd ar-Rahman al-Jabarti (1753-1825). She, well known by her related works and especially her
seminal book on "The Arab Lands under Ottoman Rule 1516-1800" (Longman 2008), gives each chapter a
short introduction. Occasionally she writes "As I have explained elsewhere..." and equips the reader there
and in the part "suggested reading'' with tips for further literature research.

The importance of this book comes not only from the work of the Egyptian historian al-Jabarti, but from the
time he describes in his chronicle 'Aja'b al-Athar fi at-Tarajim wa al-Akhbar. This "Marvelous Remnants of
Biographies and Reports" illuminates also Napoleon's invasion into the Egyptian and Syrian provinces of the
Ottoman Empire and marks the dawn of the modernity in the Middle East since 1798. About that campagin
Robert L. Tignor edited al-Jabarti's excerpts in "Al-Jabarti's Chronicle Of The French Occupation 1798:
Napoleon In Egypt" translated by Shmuel Moreh (Wiener 1993).

Living in Cairo, Sheikh al-Jabarti witnessed not only this French campaign against the British, but the
Muslim scholar reports also how the new Egyptian ruler Muhammad Ali fought the old Mamluk regime and



took over Egypt finally in 1805. Since Sheikh al-Jabarti was critical to both, to the infidel Napoleon and to
Muhammad Ali as the founder of a new dynasty (that was to be overthrown by the coup of Muhammad
Najib and Abd an-Nasir in 1952), his chronicle was unpopular in Cairo.

However, with the new printing press in Bulaq, it was first edited in Arabic in 1879. Then a first full
translation appeared in nine volumes in Cairo until 1896. Often translated again, available in an Arabic three
volume edition of Bairut in 1972 and since 1994 in a four-volume English version edited by Thomas Philipp
and Moshe Perlmann, it is still a key document of Muslim scholarship and of Egypt's Ottoman history since
1517. German readers be also refered to Arnold Hottinger's good compilation in one volume (Artemis 1983).
Jane Hathaway's work abridged now Philipp's and Perlmann's edition. She added her introduction and
commentaries. Our view changed also for there are not only other chronicles available like those of Ahmad
Çelebi and Ahmad Kathkuda, but M. ?ükrü Hanio?lu presented a much needed history of the late Ottoman
Empire (Princeton University Press 2008) with which the reader can put al-Jabarti into the broader context.

Usually scholars discuss the chronicle's effects on three levels: main tendencies on how the Muslim al-
Jabarti evaluated Napoleon's Christian armies and the jihad against them, schools of thought about this
chronicle in Middle Eastern studies and finally what does it tell us about problems of mutual perceptions in
Middle Eastern and Western cultures. The historian Jane Hathaway touches in her helpful introduction all
three points. She explains Egypt under Ottoman rule, the French invasion and the rise of Muhammad Ali.
Then she introduces the reader to al-Jabarti's life and his chronicle. Finally she describes his own sources, the
publication history and changing perceptions of Abd ar-Rahman al-Jabarti.

The perception of al-Jabarti changed dramatically as Jane Hathaway opines: "No longer does he impress us
as an isolated scholar attempting single-handedly to resurrect a long-abandoned tradition of Arabophone
history-writing; instead, he seems a skilled but a rather insecure historian who takes pains to minimize his
debt to his predecessors in the field--and who, perhaps, never quite lived up to the illustrious, indeed almost
legendary, example of his father." (XXXIII) Does she like to destroy an old legend just to erect an older one,
like his father's who was a well known scholar? That al-Jabarti did not write out of the blue was quite clear
though. Also that he did not acknowledge to the fullest some of his main sources and predecessors, is not
unheard of in scholarship. Those earlier historians cultivated their quarrels as well, their antipathies and
sympathies of colleagues.

Just take al-Jabarti's following words as an example about Muhammad Ali's attempt to modernize Egypt.
The chronicler says that the pasha became convinced that Egyptians have a superior aptitude for sciences.
Then he noted about Muhammad Ali (p. 327): "He ordered that a school be built in the courtyard of his
palace in which a group of natives and the pasha's Mamluks were enrolled under the teacher Hasan Efendi,
known as al-Darwish al-Mausili. With the colaboration of a Turk named Ruh al-Din Efendi and several
Europeans the principles of accounting and engeneering were taught, as well as arithmetic, geometry,
trigonometry, and algebra. Various technical instruments of English manufacture were provided, with which
the students could measure distance, elevation, and area. He provided monthly stipends and yearly clothing
allowances. They met regularly in this school, which was called School of Engeneering, every morning of
the week until shortly past noon, when they returned to their homes. Some days they made field trips to the
open country to study surveying. In fact, knowledge of surveying was the pasha's main goal."

It appears that the mechanisms to found and run a school was not all too different to our time. The ruler felt
the need to know something about the property sizes and citizens. It was satisfied with the help of foreign
teachers, a Turk and an Iraqi - dubbed the Derwish from Mosul, ad-Darwish al-Mausili -, and European
advisors. Add to this the usage of English hardware and a couple of paid students until high noon, and the
first School of Engeneering emerged right in the palace. The surveying reveals properties and taxes to the
pasha's benefit. What a typical interplay of the domestic and foreign factors. Does it not sound all too



familiar if we think of current attempts to get a census going in America? Jane Hathaway's compilation of
excerpts, however, is a much appreciated selection of al-Jabarti's key primary sources on Egypt's rulers,
peasants, scholars, servants, merchants, and students. It offers multiple glimpses on many aspects of the
social life at the banks of the Nile and can well be advised for the use as a textbook in the realm of higher
education."-- Wolfgang G. Schwanitz (Rider University) in Sehepunkte: Rezensionsjournal fuer
Geschichtswissenschaften. --Sehpunkte

About the Author
Abd Al-Rahman Al-Jabarti(1754-1825) was renowed Arab historian and writer, and Egypt's most important
and famous historian.He is also author of "Napoleon in Egypt." Jane Hathaway, Ohio State University,
edited this book.

Abd Al-Rahman Al-Jabarti(1754-1825) was renowed Arab historian and writer.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
oeAbd al-Ra?män al-Jabartï's (1753-1825) multi-volume chronicle,known in Arabic as oeAjä'ib al-äthär fï'l-
taräjim wa'lakhbär(The Marvelous Compositions of Biographies and Chronicles),1 is almost without
question the most accessible and comprehensiveprimary source for the history of Egypt under Ottoman rule.
Long available in several Arabic editions, to be mentioned toward the end of this essay, it was published in
1994 in an English translation undertaken by an international team of highly regarded experts on premodern
Egypt, under the supervision of Professors Thomas Philipp and Moshe Perlmann.2 This translation, in four
volumes along with a helpful guide,3 meets the highest critical standards and is altogether appropriate for use
in scholarly research. For the beginning student or the general reader, however, it may seem slightly
intimidating. It is hoped that the present short volume of excerpts will make thisvaluable translation
accessible to a broader audience.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Al-jabarti's
History of Egypt, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Sonya Wright:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Al-jabarti's History of Egypt is
simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.



Katie Grossi:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Al-jabarti's History of Egypt can give you a lot of friends
because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Al-jabarti's History of Egypt.

Kathryn Cortez:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Al-jabarti's History of Egypt or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Al-
jabarti's History of Egypt to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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