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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Latina writer Benitez begins her excellent debut novel with a painful event--the wait for a drowned body to
float to shore--and works backwards, retracing the myriad, seemingly insignificant steps that led to the
character's death. As in Like Water for Chocolate , this novel sympathetically explores the lives of Mexican
women caught in a mystical, fatalistic world. Chayo, a flower seller, and her sister Marta, a chambermaid,
live in a poverty-stricken village by the sea. When 15-year-old Marta is raped and becomes pregnant,
seemingly barren Chayo and her husband, Candelario, agree to take the child. Soon after, however, Chayo
discovers that she too is expectant and reneges on the promise. Livid, Marta arranges with el brujo , the
witch doctor, to put a curse on her sister's child. Both women bear sons, and a remorseful Marta tells her
sister about the curse, which she claims to have had removed by la curandera , the healer. But when Chayo's
son almost dies after being bitten by fire ants, the sisters' relationship once more deteriorates and, inexorably,
the tragedy presaged in the book's opening chapter comes to pass. Benitez's unsparing vision into the stark
realities of village residents' lives offers a poignant counterpoint to superficial vacation snapshots of Mexico.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-In the small Mexican town of Santiago, childless Chayo and her husband find their prayers answered
when they agree to adopt the unborn child of Marta, Chayo's sister. When Chayo becomes pregnant and they
change their mind about adoption, Marta has a witch doctor put a curse on Chayo's unborn baby, setting in
motion a series of tragic events. Characters, presented individually by the author and then woven together by
plot, attach themselves to readers' sensibilities, and lull them into believing in the goodness of life in this
sleepy seaside community. However, all this cultural richness is poised for tragedy when divine retribution
takes over.
Ginny Ryder, Lee High School, Fairfax County, VA
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This emotionally gripping, though flawed first novel tells a story of life and death in the Mexican village of
Santiago. When the infertile Chayo unexpectedly conceives, she and her husband renege on their promise to
raise her sister's unwanted child as their own, setting in motion a chain of events that ultimately result in
tragedy. The author displays an exceptionally keen sense of detail and creates interesting people whose very
different lives lend variety to the narrative. However, the book suffers from an abundance of underdeveloped
characters and story lines, which at times render it rather unsatisfactory. The inclusion of an apparently
supernatural element works potently at a visual level but makes no substantive contribution to the novel and
may prompt readers to wonder if Benitez is simply hopping on the bandwagon of Magical Realism.
Recommended for libraries with a strong interest in Latino literature.
- Cherry W. Li, Univ. of Southern California Lib., Los Angeles
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Diana Rush:

The book A Place Where the Sea Remembers make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Place Where the Sea Remembers to
be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a e-
book A Place Where the Sea Remembers. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Pace:

The book A Place Where the Sea Remembers can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book A Place Where
the Sea Remembers? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A
Place Where the Sea Remembers has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Elaine Jenkins:

This A Place Where the Sea Remembers is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Place Where the Sea
Remembers can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
along with knowledge.

Lee Fuller:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book A Place Where the Sea Remembers. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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