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Ganga, a young girl, grows up carefree in the midst of her loving family in an old
and beautiful house nestled in the idyllic hill country of Sri Lanka. Her childhood
is like any other?until it isn’t. A cherished friendship is revealed to have
monstrous undertones and the consequences of trauma spell both the end of her
childhood and that of her stable home. Ostracized by their community in the
wake of one terrible night, Ganga and her mother seek safety by immigrating to
America.

In America Ganga must negotiate the challenges and thrills of an American
teenage girlhood. She navigates immigrancy and thrives. She fulfills the
American dream by graduating from college, moving to San Francisco and
working as a nurse, yet beneath the surface the scars of her past continue to haunt
her. When she meets Daniel, a handsome, charismatic man and falls deeply in
love, it appears that she has found her happily ever after. Instead, the secrets
continue to corrode and an accidental pregnancy causes the marriage to further
unravel. She cannot resist an encroaching darkness, and she finally commits one
terrible act.

From award-winning author Nayomi Munaweera comes What Lies Between Us,
the confession of a woman, driven by the demons of her past to commit a single
and possibly unforgivable crime.

Praise for Island of a Thousand Mirrors:

"The paradisiacal landscapes of Sri Lanka are as astonishing as the barbarity of
its revolution, and Munaweera evokes the power of both in a lyrical debut novel
worthy of shelving alongside her countryman Michael Ondaatje or her fellow
writer of the multigenerational immigrant experience Jhumpa Lahiri." -
Publishers Weekly

"The beating heart of Island of a Thousand Mirrors is not so much its human
characters but Sri Lanka itself and the vivid, occasionally incandescent, language
used to describe this teardrop in the Indian Ocean." - The New York Times Book
Review
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Ganga, a young girl, grows up carefree in the midst of her loving family in an old and beautiful house nestled
in the idyllic hill country of Sri Lanka. Her childhood is like any other?until it isn’t. A cherished friendship is
revealed to have monstrous undertones and the consequences of trauma spell both the end of her childhood
and that of her stable home. Ostracized by their community in the wake of one terrible night, Ganga and her
mother seek safety by immigrating to America.

In America Ganga must negotiate the challenges and thrills of an American teenage girlhood. She navigates
immigrancy and thrives. She fulfills the American dream by graduating from college, moving to San
Francisco and working as a nurse, yet beneath the surface the scars of her past continue to haunt her. When
she meets Daniel, a handsome, charismatic man and falls deeply in love, it appears that she has found her
happily ever after. Instead, the secrets continue to corrode and an accidental pregnancy causes the marriage
to further unravel. She cannot resist an encroaching darkness, and she finally commits one terrible act.

From award-winning author Nayomi Munaweera comes What Lies Between Us, the confession of a woman,
driven by the demons of her past to commit a single and possibly unforgivable crime.

Praise for Island of a Thousand Mirrors:

"The paradisiacal landscapes of Sri Lanka are as astonishing as the barbarity of its revolution, and
Munaweera evokes the power of both in a lyrical debut novel worthy of shelving alongside her countryman
Michael Ondaatje or her fellow writer of the multigenerational immigrant experience Jhumpa Lahiri." -
Publishers Weekly

"The beating heart of Island of a Thousand Mirrors is not so much its human characters but Sri Lanka itself
and the vivid, occasionally incandescent, language used to describe this teardrop in the Indian Ocean." - The
New York Times Book Review
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Ganga's childhood is turned upside down by the unexpected death of her father. She and her mother must
take advantage of her aunt's hospitality in America—a huge lifestyle change from her father's ancestral home
in Sri Lanka. Ganga's relationship with her mother has always been tumultuous, and it doesn't improve when
the girl becomes a typical 1980s American teenager. Once in college, Ganga finally finds love, acceptance,
and a relationship, but the young couple's intimacy is tested by an unexpected pregnancy. Ganga isn't sure
she can be a good mother—she has too many secrets and is terrified that the cycle of abuse will be repeated
with her own daughter. The lush and sultry Sri Lankan setting provides a fitting atmosphere for the
beginning of this dark and tense novel. From the outset, readers know that Ganga has done something
horrible to her child, and the sense of foreboding grows throughout the narrative. While the latter part of the
novel is written from Ganga's point of view as a new wife and mother, teens will still want to continue
reading to find out what happened to the young child and what caused the violence. VERDICT Subtle prose,
sexual abuse, estranged relationships, post-traumatic stress disorder, cutting, filicide—give to teens who
appreciate Ellen Hopkins's Identical or the classic Medea.—Sarah Hill, Lake Land College, Mattoon, IL

Review

“The paradisiacal landscapes of Sri Lanka are as astonishing as the barbarity of its revolution, and
Munaweera evokes the power of both in a lyrical debut novel worthy of shelving alongside her countryman
Michael Ondaatje or her fellow writer of the multigenerational immigrant experience Jhumpa Lahiri.”
?Publishers Weekly

“The beating heart of ISLAND OF A THOUSAND MIRRORS is not so much its human characters but Sri
Lanka itself and the vivid, occasionally incandescent, language used to describe this teardrop in the Indian
Ocean.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“[A] verdantly atmospheric first novel...expressive [and] deeply felt.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“Munaweera's first novel is a breathtaking work of lyrical prose and vivid, transporting imagery. Part
historical fiction, part family saga, it is most of all an ode to the Sri Lanka of the past and a hopeful wish for
the country's future.” ?Booklist

About the Author
NAYOMI MUNAWEERA was born in Sri Lanka, and grew up in Nigeria. She emigrated with her family to
the United States in her early teens, and now lives in Oakland, CA. Her first novel Island of a Thousand
Mirrors won the 2013 Commonwealth Book Prize for the Asian Region and was longlisted for the 2012 Man
Asian Literary Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

The book What Lies Between Us: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make



your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book What Lies Between Us: A Novel to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a publication What Lies
Between Us: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jerry Goble:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title What Lies Between
Us: A Novel suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled What Lies Between Us: A Novelis the main of several books that everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Lillie Corley:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like What Lies Between Us:
A Novel which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Valery Carpenter:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book What Lies Between Us: A Novel was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book What Lies Between Us: A Novel has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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