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Violence In Colombia provides students with a deeper understanding of the crisis
facing Colombia today. The book focuses on the 1990s, a decade that witnessed a
strengthening of the oldest and largest guerrilla insurgency in the Americas and
the emergence of a powerful paramilitary right. The decade also saw a dramatic
rise in homicide, kidnapping, and human rights violations that made Colombia by
far the most violent nation in the hemisphere.

But the 1990s was also about negotiating peace. The decade began with
negotiations between the government and some of the guerrilla groups that led to
their demobilization and to the important reforms codified in the Constitution of
1991. It ended with another serious attempt at negotiating peace, a historic
agreement between the government and the largest and most powerful of the
guerrilla groups to put a range of social and economic reforms on the negotiating
table.

For many, the crisis in Colombia is understood in terms of the drug trade. To be
sure, the drug trade is implicated in every aspect of the crisis. And despite (or
because of?) escalating efforts by the Colombian and U.S. governments to curb
the trade, Colombia's role as the leading supplier of cocaine, and increasingly of
heroin, to the U.S. market continues to expand. But the drug trade, by itself,
cannot explain the crisis. If it could, why have other Latin American drug-
producing and trafficking nations not experienced a fate like Colombia's?

To answer this question, the book presents some of the best recent work by
Colombian scholars on the crisis facing the nation. Violence in Colombia also
includes a large section devoted to primary documents, which enables students to
get a feel for the views of the protagonists in the conflict and judge for
themselves the meaning of what they say. Examples include the negotiating
positions of the government, the guerrillas, and the paramilitary right; testimony
by kidnap victims and human rights lawyers; and assessments by U.S. officials
and Colo
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Violence In Colombia provides students with a deeper understanding of the crisis facing Colombia today.
The book focuses on the 1990s, a decade that witnessed a strengthening of the oldest and largest guerrilla
insurgency in the Americas and the emergence of a powerful paramilitary right. The decade also saw a
dramatic rise in homicide, kidnapping, and human rights violations that made Colombia by far the most
violent nation in the hemisphere.

But the 1990s was also about negotiating peace. The decade began with negotiations between the
government and some of the guerrilla groups that led to their demobilization and to the important reforms
codified in the Constitution of 1991. It ended with another serious attempt at negotiating peace, a historic
agreement between the government and the largest and most powerful of the guerrilla groups to put a range
of social and economic reforms on the negotiating table.

For many, the crisis in Colombia is understood in terms of the drug trade. To be sure, the drug trade is
implicated in every aspect of the crisis. And despite (or because of?) escalating efforts by the Colombian and
U.S. governments to curb the trade, Colombia's role as the leading supplier of cocaine, and increasingly of
heroin, to the U.S. market continues to expand. But the drug trade, by itself, cannot explain the crisis. If it
could, why have other Latin American drug-producing and trafficking nations not experienced a fate like
Colombia's?

To answer this question, the book presents some of the best recent work by Colombian scholars on the crisis
facing the nation. Violence in Colombia also includes a large section devoted to primary documents, which
enables students to get a feel for the views of the protagonists in the conflict and judge for themselves the
meaning of what they say. Examples include the negotiating positions of the government, the guerrillas, and
the paramilitary right; testimony by kidnap victims and human rights lawyers; and assessments by U.S.
officials and Colo
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Editorial Review

Review
Accompanied by key documents on the current cycle of violence and revealing chapters by knowledgeable
collaborators on drug trafficking and the national economy, violations of human rights, war, violence and
gender, and social movements, this book is a benchmark in the literature on Colombian politics. Ideal for the
classroom. (Brian Loveman, San Diego State University)

From the dark labyrinth of Colombia come these ten remarkable essays?each a rare combination of
professional objectivity and political engagement?to explain a nation in the 1990s that has been at war with
itself for a half century. The complex interplay of today's actors, the State, the guerrillas, the paramilitaries,
the drug traffickers, civil society, women and men who are the victims and the survivors of these wars, and
now increasingly the U.S. government, is dramatically revealed in these pages. (Herbert Tico Braun,
University of Virginia)

Authored by the most insightful Colombian intellectuals, this is an important, timely book that is essential to
understanding the current crisis in Colombia and possible solutions. (Catherine LeGrand, McGill University)

The editors of this work are to be commended for crafting an important book that synthesizes the extant
literature showing the historical continuities that line Colombia's violent past with the present. (Revista
Iberoamericana)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

The actual book Violence in Colombia, 1990-2000: Waging War and Negotiating Peace (Latin American
Silhouettes) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Violence in Colombia, 1990-2000: Waging War and Negotiating Peace (Latin American
Silhouettes) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Rebecca Muldoon:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Violence in Colombia, 1990-2000: Waging War and Negotiating Peace (Latin
American Silhouettes) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why



this book acceptable all of you.

Rosalie Castillo:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Violence in Colombia,
1990-2000: Waging War and Negotiating Peace (Latin American Silhouettes) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Alex Tipton:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top record
in your reading list is usually Violence in Colombia, 1990-2000: Waging War and Negotiating Peace (Latin
American Silhouettes). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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