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Hardly anyone bought the Velvet Underground’s albums when they were
released, but most everyone who did formed a band.  This was the kind of
influence the Velvets exerted, and it persists to this day in the sounds of groups
as diverse as Patti Smith, Talking Heads, Sex Pistols, R.E.M., My Bloody
Valentine, and Sonic Youth--all of whom claim the Velvets as their most
important influence.  And then there are such soundalikes as Yo La Tengo, Luna,
and the Strokes, to name a few.  Published on the forty-fifth anniversary of the
Velvet Underground’s founding, this is the first illustrated history of the band
that rocked rock--one of the most inspired and influential rock ’n’ roll bands of
all time. 
 
The book follows this icon of Sixties rock from its heady first days with Lou
Reed, John Cale, German chanteuse Nico, drummer Moe Tucker, and guitarist
Sterling Morrison; through its management by pop artist Andy Warhol, who
made the band the siren of his Factory and part of his traveling multimedia show,
the Exploding Plastic Inevitable; to its later incarnations in the early Seventies. 
“They opened wounds worth opening with brutal imagery, without apology,”
Patti Smith said, upon the band’s 1996 induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame.  And this book offers a unique behind-the-scenes look at how the Velvet
Underground did it.
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Hardly anyone bought the Velvet Underground’s albums when they were released, but most everyone who
did formed a band.  This was the kind of influence the Velvets exerted, and it persists to this day in the
sounds of groups as diverse as Patti Smith, Talking Heads, Sex Pistols, R.E.M., My Bloody Valentine, and
Sonic Youth--all of whom claim the Velvets as their most important influence.  And then there are such
soundalikes as Yo La Tengo, Luna, and the Strokes, to name a few.  Published on the forty-fifth anniversary
of the Velvet Underground’s founding, this is the first illustrated history of the band that rocked rock--one of
the most inspired and influential rock ’n’ roll bands of all time. 
 
The book follows this icon of Sixties rock from its heady first days with Lou Reed, John Cale, German
chanteuse Nico, drummer Moe Tucker, and guitarist Sterling Morrison; through its management by pop artist
Andy Warhol, who made the band the siren of his Factory and part of his traveling multimedia show, the
Exploding Plastic Inevitable; to its later incarnations in the early Seventies.  “They opened wounds worth
opening with brutal imagery, without apology,” Patti Smith said, upon the band’s 1996 induction into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  And this book offers a unique behind-the-scenes look at how the Velvet
Underground did it.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Assisted by a number of contributors, DeRogatis, the pop-music critic for the Chicago Sun-Times, has put
together the latest book to appear on the gritty New York band the Velvet Underground. Compared with Richie
Unterberger’s recent White Light/White Heat: The Velvet Underground Day by Day, DeRogatis’s book contains
relatively little text. What it principally offers is an overview of the band’s career, brief critical analyses of their
albums, and a superb collection of visually stunning, full-color reproductions of concert posters, ticket stubs,
press clippings, and so on. There are also dozens of black-and-white photos of the band in the studio, onstage,
and hanging out at Andy Warhol’s Factory. Verdict: Readers who want detail and in-depth analysis of the
Velvet Underground and their importance in American popular music will want to steer toward White
Light/White Heat; however, DeRogatis’s coffee-table book, with its archival images and other memorabilia, is
highly recommended for fans of the Velvet Underground.” - Library Journal

“The black velvet strip along the cover is cute, but the visual wealth of this illustrated history is inside the covers.
A Walk on the Wild Side is packed with great photos—Andy Warhol working on his banana design for the first
Velvet Underground album, rare shots of the band in all their dark majesty, even unusual promo pictures of Lou
Reed and company decked out in bright paisley along with generous spreads of psychedelic poster art. The
insightful text by veteran rock critic Jim DeRogatis defines the band’s anti-hippie stance, yet connects them to
the era’s psychedelia while underscoring the essential timelessness of a sound that launched a thousand bands in
the decades after their breakup.” - Shepherd Express (Milwaukee, WI)

“Arty Illustrated History Maps Velvet Underground’s Influence”
“The Velvet Underground spearheaded an art-rock revolution that changed the look and sound of pop culture.
Now Voyageur Press is celebrating the New York band’s 45th anniversary with a visually rich art book called
The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a Walk on the Wild Side, written by veteran pop music critic
Jim DeRogatis…” - Wired.com

“DeRogatis has truly done his research, as you’d expect from a guy with his pedigree. There are reproductions of
vintage concert posters, handbills, memorabilia plus the author’s well-written overview of each band member’s
personal history.

“The Velvet Underground is a splendid coffee table art book from Voyager Press, a book that DeRogatis
says he was honored to be asked to contribute to and one you’ll be happy to read….A quintessential read of
the seminal original punk band.” - VintageRock.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bruce Jackson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History
of a Walk on the Wild Side had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History
of a Walk on the Wild Side is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while
using book The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a Walk on the Wild Side. You never sense
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Victor Green:

Here thing why this particular The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a Walk on the Wild Side
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a
Walk on the Wild Side giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no publication that similar with The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a Walk
on the Wild Side. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a Walk
on the Wild Side in e-book can be your alternative.

Jaime Friend:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Velvet Underground: An
Illustrated History of a Walk on the Wild Side can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Melinda Walton:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Velvet Underground: An Illustrated History of a Walk on the Wild Side. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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