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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With
little available capital or labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed
hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold but let the soil wash away;
eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered Californias rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury
every mile?rivers overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land
poisoned. In the rush to wesalth, the same chain of foreseeable consequences
reduced Californias forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully
applied John Muir'sinsight?'When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find
it hitched to everything else in the universe" ?to the telling of the history of the
American West. Beautifully told, thisis western environmental history at its
finest.
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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 amost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered Californias rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile?rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consegquences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight?'When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe" ?to
the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, thisis western environmental history at its
finest.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Isenberg's densely written text provides an overview of the industrialization of mining, logging, ranching and
agriculture in California between 1850 and 1900 that, while well researched and exceedingly informative,
assumes a greater familiarity with North American and California history than most readers are likely to
have. However, Isenberg provides a perspective amost entirely missing from other history texts, showing
how our forebears' environmental decisions continue to affect our lives. He examines how technol ogies
developed to mine the gold deposits of the Sierra Nevada, to log the redwoods of the Northwest coast and to
develop the Central Valley into a productive agricultural region caused profound environmental changes that
altered the course of industrialization and politics. Of particular interest is the role that hydraulic mining
played in starting the "water wars' that have pervaded Western politics for the past 150 years. He makes a
strong case that California, rapidly industrialized before any other Western state, set the model for industrial
development in the American West. Most interestingly, he compares the sequestration of Native Americans
in reservations and the rise of industrial-scale agriculture to the enclosure of British commons in preceding
centuries. The extensive bibliography isrich in primary source material, and the text is thoroughly footnoted.
Thisis not abook for the general reader; rather, it is best suited for an upper-division or graduate-level
seminar course.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Superbly written. This excellent read, a model for future studies, deserves highest recommendations.” 7D.
Seeples, Choice; An Outstanding Academic Title

“Asentertaining asit isinsightful, Isenberg's book does justice to the dramatic ecological transformations
California underwent in the half century after the Gold Rush. Thisis environmental history at its best.” 2J. R.
McNEeill, author of Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of the Twentieth-Century
World

“Andrew |senberg's superb new book analyzes the ecological domino effect set in motion by the California
Gold Rush, which touched off the cycles of environmental degradation the scale of which we can only now
fully appreciate. Filled with lessons and warnings, Mining Californiais atimely and important book.”
William Deverell, Director, Huntington-USC Institute on California and the West

“The book offers amother lode of descriptions of the sheer scale of projects undertaken, and a keen portrait
of the ecological domino effect of new industries.... At atime when the state's residency has been forecast to
grow by 13 million in the next 25 years, with its population probably stretching into its farthest regions,
Mining California offers sobering reading on the consequences of unchecked expansion.” ?San Francisco
Chronicle

About the Author

Andrew C. | senberg isaprofessor of history at Temple University. He is the author of The Destruction of
the Bison: An Environmental History, 1750-1920 and is aformer fellow of the Huntington Library and the
Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
LiviaWilder:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Mining California: An Ecological
History will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Now aday folks who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can betrue or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mining California: An Ecological
History book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred % guarantees there is ho doubt in it everbody knows.

Roy Matsumoto:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Mining
Cdlifornia: An Ecologica History suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Mining California: An Ecological Historyis the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their planin the
simple way, so al of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you agreat
deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Brian Register:

ThisMining California: An Ecological History is new way for you who has attention to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Mining California: An Ecological History can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a publication especialy this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for you. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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