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Asfitting for the twenty-first century asvon Clausewitz's On War wasin its
own time, Invisible Armiesisa complete global history of guerrilla uprisings
through the ages.

Beginning with the first insurgencies in the ancient worldwhen Alexander the
Great discovered that fleet nomads were harder to defeat than massive
conventional armies?Max Boot, best-selling author and military advisor in Irag
and Afghanistan, masterfully guides us from the Jewish rebellion against the
Roman Empire up through the horrors of the French-Indochina War and the
shadowy, post-9/11 battlefields of today. Relying on a diverse cast of
unforgettable characters?not only Mao and Che but also the legendary Italian
nationalist Giuseppe Garibaldi, the archaeol ogist-turned—military commander T.
E. Lawrence, and the “ Quiet American” Edward Lansdale, among others?Boot
explodes everything we thought we knew about unconventional combat. The
result is both an enthralling read and our most important work on nontraditional
warfare. 70 illustrations; 8 maps
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Characterized by stealth, raids, and retreats, irregular warfare is a strategy of the weak against the strong, and
has been, according to military-affairs writer Boot, ever since Alexander the Great was stymied in modern
Afghanistan. Cataloging unconventiona wars by the dozens, Boot considers factors that led to victory or
defeat, factors common to rebel's, whether motivated by tribal loyalty, nationalism, political ideology, or
religious militancy. Ultimately distilling his massive historical survey into several precepts for analyzing
insurgency, Boot concludes that arebellion will most likely succeed if itsirregular fighters cooperate with its
conventional units; if it receives foreign assistance; and if it produces effective propaganda. Boot cites the
American Revolution as atemplate and, likewise, Garibaldi’ s unification of Italy and Ho Chi Minh's
Communist victory in Vietham. Receiving Boot's equal attention are strategists who defeated twentieth-
century insurgencies in the French and British Empires. Few but specialists know of Louis Lyautey; that his
counterinsurgency ideas are ancestral to current U.S. military doctrine illustrates the current-affairs
importance of Boot’s presentation, which isimpressively researched, astutely synthesized, and eminently
readable. --Gilbert Taylor

Review
“[A] comprehensive history of guerrillawarfare, breezily written and chock-full of perceptiveinsights....

[Boot] has agreat feel for details...a mighty impressive achievement, one that should be a bible for
policymakers everywhere in the civilized world.” (Steve Forbes - Forbes Magazine)

“A sweeping panorama that ranges over avast terrain... thoughtful, smart, fluent, with an eye for the good
story.” (Mark Mazover - New Y ork Times Book Review, Front Page Review)

“Max Boot has written alandmark book about a perennial and important challenge: guerillawarfare.” (Jon
Meacham, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House)

“A penetrating writer and thinker.” (Wall Street Journal)

“Fascinating. . . . Beginning with the barbarians at the gates of the Roman Empire, awonderful and valuable
historic narrative filled with colorful characters.” (Walter | saacson)

“[D]estined to be the classic account of what may be the oldest as well as the hardest form of war.” (John
Nagl - The Wall Street Journal)

“Thisisthe definitive treatment of guerrilla warfare through the ages?atour de force by a preeminent
military historian who has advised generals, policymakers and political leaders on the subject.” (Senator
John S. McCain)

“ An expansive nuts-and-bolts historical survey from akeen military mind.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“...[IJmpressively researched, astutely synthesized, and eminently readable.” (Booklist)

“The word “magisterial” is bandied about far too freely these days, but in the case of Max Boot’ s sweeping
and deeply researched history of guerrillawarfare, it proves fair. Somewherein the first third of Boot’ s book,


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

you begin to realize that guerrillawars (and terrorism and insurgencies) are the way we fight, while the
formal set battles of, say, the Napoleonic wars are but an exception.” (Lucas Wittmann - The Daily Beast)

“Invisible Armies’ isamagisterial account of insurgency and counterinsurgency across the ages, peppered
with fascinating personalities such as Robert the Bruce, Giuseppe Garibaldi, Che Guevara, Edward Lansdale,
Osama bin Laden and David Petraeus. Out of narrative emerges cogent analysis: The author offers important
insights relevant to any modern power faced with a guerrilla opponent. Hard lessons are, however, delivered
with elegant prose. Leaving aside what Invisible Armies teaches us, thisis awonderful read.” (Gerard
DeGroot - Washington Post)

“For the historian and journalist Max Boot to use the phrase ‘an epic history’ in the subtitle of his own book
implies amagnificent lack of modesty in his own capabilities. The work more than matches the hype.... This
pathbreaking book should thus be on the reading list of every NATO officer hoping to defeat an insurgency.”
(Andrew Roberts - Commentary)

“Max Boot’ s aternative military history is so marvelously readable because every section?and there are
many in this epic of 750 pages?s moved along by avividly pictured zeal ot, mass murderer, mini-murderer,
tactician, partisan, general, king?as well as the weary survivors of battles, wars, massacres, atrocities.”
(Manueala Hoelterhoff - Business Week)

“There’ s no better guide to both the past and the future than Invisible Armies, the tour de force of a scholar as
well as aman who’s seen American adversaries and soldiers at work up close.” (The Weekly Standard)

“In his encyclopedic history of guerrillawarfare, Max Boot, a military analyst at the Council on Foreign
Relations, makes a crucial observation: that [guerrillawarfare] has been afar more enduring feature of
conflict than many realize... [An] important survey.... Nicely drawn portraits of the leading figuresin the
insurgents' pantheon?Giuseppe Garibaldi, T.E. Lawrence, Orde Wingate, Mao Zedong.” (James Blitz -
Financial Times)

“Max Boot is an ideal guide to offer such atimely and, in some ways, reassuring history of guerilla
warfare.... A considerable achievement that will ensure Invisible Armies remains a valuable scholarly
research tool aswell as popular history.... Boot is concerned with neither amorality tale nor politics, but in
conducting a disinterested examination of a method of war that is still poorly understood, yet increasingly
relevant to our own security.... Boot’s formal findings may startle.... [A] magisterial study.” (Victor Davis
Hanson - The New Criterion)

“Lively.... A timely reminder to politicians and generals of the hard-earned lessons of history.” (The
Economist)

“Boot is an elegant writer .... Invisible Armiesisatimely book.” (Mackubin Thomas Owens - National
Review)

“Enormous, brilliant, and important...should be required reading in the White House and Pentagon.... Lucid,
enlightening, and highly readable.” (Michael Korda - The Daily Beast)

“[B]rilliantly sums up the lessons of the centuries.” (Martin Walker - The Wilson Quarterly)

“[Clool and balanced.” (John Gray - The New Statesman)



“[A] rich and enthralling history of guerrillawarfare.” (Jay Winik, author of April 1865 and The Great
Upheaval)

“A magisterial overview of insurgency and counterinsurgency, peppered with fascinating personalities. The
author counts 442 insurgencies since the American Revolution, 25.2 percent of which were successful.”
(Gerard DeGroot - Washington Post)

“Boot, asenior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and the author of The Savage Wars of Peace,
presents an astutely synthesized account of insurgency and counterinsurgency through the ages?rom the
Peloponnesian War to the post-Sept. 11 battlefields of today.”” (Ihsan Taylor - New Y ork Times Book
Review)

About the Author

A Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and a renowned military historian, Max Boot isa
regular contributor to the Wall Street Journal. The author of The Savage Wars of Peace and War Made New,
helivesin New Y ork.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bobby Bagwell:

The reserve with title Invisible Armies; An Epic History of Guerrilla Warfare from Ancient Times to the
Present has alot of information that you can discover it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. That
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Genoveva Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here islook different you can read
the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading
ae-book. The book Invisible Armies. An Epic History of GuerrillaWarfare from Ancient Timesto the
Present it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not to fund but
this book possesses high quality.

Destiny Hunt:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through
abook. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It



fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Invisible Armies:
An Epic History of GuerrillaWarfare from Ancient Times to the Present which is obtaining the e-book
version. So, try out this book? Let's observe.

Robert Young:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Invisible Armies. An Epic History
of GuerrillaWarfare from Ancient Times to the Present can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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