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Has Lily bitten off more than she can bake? A sweet treat from the author of It's
Raining Cupcakes and Sprinkles and Secrets.

On ascale of zero to ten, twelve-year-old Lily Hubbard is a zero when it comes
to baking. Her cookies turn out salty, her cakes tend to collapse, and things are
always overcooked.

When Lily isinvited to be a part of a mother-daughter book club called The
Baking Bookworms, sheis excited—and terrified. It seems like she’ s the only
one who didn’t inherit the baking gene.

But she does have the music gene, which iswhy she's forming a band that will
audition for their school’ s annual Spring Fling. If, that is, Lily can balance her
priorities. Because Isabel, one of the Baking Bookworms, has asked Lily to help
plan a surprise party for their mutual friend Sophie. Lily’stask? To make a
show-stopping, mouth-watering dessert. Uh. Oh.

Can Lily rise to the occasion? Or will her efforts crumble faster than astale
birthday cake?
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Has Lily bitten off more than she can bake? A sweet treat from the author of It’s Raining Cupcakes and
Sorinkles and Secrets.

On ascale of zero to ten, twelve-year-old Lily Hubbard is a zero when it comes to baking. Her cookies turn
out salty, her cakes tend to collapse, and things are always overcooked.

When Lily isinvited to be a part of a mother-daughter book club called The Baking Bookworms, sheis
excited—and terrified. It seems like she' s the only one who didn’t inherit the baking gene.

But she does have the music gene, which iswhy she's forming a band that will audition for their school’s
annual Spring Fling. If, that is, Lily can balance her priorities. Because |sabel, one of the Baking
Bookworms, has asked Lily to help plan a surprise party for their mutual friend Sophie. Lily’stask? To make
a show-stopping, mouth-watering dessert. Uh. Oh.

Can Lily riseto the occasion? Or will her efforts crumble faster than a stale birthday cake?
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

In spite of the title and chapter titles sporting names of sweet treats, Lily knows she is no baker. Wanting to
make new friends beyond her peer 12-year-old band members, she's joined a mother-daughter book group
populated by enthusiastic cooks. When one of her book-club acquaintances prevails on Lily to host a
birthday party for another club member, Lily is aided by her parents and her older sister in dealing with the
blurring boundaries of her social life and her own interests. A satisfying follow-up for girlswho loved It's
Raining Cupcakes (2010), which featured a different member of the cast. Grades 4-7. --Francisca Goldsmith

About the Author

Lisa Schroeder is the author of the teen verse novels The Day Before; | Heart You, You Haunt Me and its
companion novel, Chasing Brooklyn; Far from You; and the teen prose novel Falling for You. Sheis also the
author of the middle grade prose novels It's Raining Cupcakes, Sorinkles and Secrets, and Frosting and
Friendship. She livesin Beaverton, Oregon. Find out more about Lisa and her books at
LisaSchroederBooks.com or on Twitter at @Lisa_Schroeder.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
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Chapter 1

apple-blackberry pie
BECAUSE BOOK CLUBSDESERVE THE BERRY BEST

On ascaleof oneto ten, | am azero when it comes to baking. I’ ve tried, but it seemslike every singletime,
something goes wrong. Here are just a few examples of some of my kitchen disasters.

In fifth grade, | misread the recipe and added a tablespoon of salt to a batch of sugar-cookie dough instead of
ateaspoon. I'd planned on giving a plate of pretty, decorated cookiesto my teacher for a holiday gift. It was
agood thing we sampled them first. | gave her a coffee mug instead.

In sixth grade, my school had a bake sale to raise money for new computersin the library. | tried to make a
decadent layered chocolate cake, but when | put the layers together, the cake was so uneven, it looked like
the Leaning Tower of Pisain Italy.

And then there was the time | helped Mom make alemon cake for ameeting at our house. It looked really
dark on top, but we figured some powdered sugar would fix that problem. We later discovered the bottom of
the cake was even darker than the top. Asin, black. The next time Mom had a meeting, we bought cupcakes.

My mom says she doesn’t have the baking gene either, so | shouldn’t feel bad. But | do. It seems like every
girl I know lovesto bake and is an expert at whipping up delicious treats.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

My sad skillsin the kitchen are the reason I’ m secretly freaking out about the discussion going on right now
in Sophi€' sliving room. There are five girls and their moms here for the first meeting of the mother/daughter
book club that Sophie decided to start. | was so flattered when she asked if my mom and | would liketo be a
part of it. Sophie and | have been good friends for afew years, ever since we met in theater camp, but we
don't go to the same middle school, so it would have been easy for her to leave me out.

Sophie has been explaining to us how the club will work. We'll meet the first Sunday of every month and
take turns hosting the club. In addition to the meeting place, the hostesses will provide alist of discussion
guestions and delicious snacks.

Wait. That’s not exactly right. | believe Sophie's exact words were “amazing, delicious, out-of-this-world
homemade snacks.”

| raise my hand.
“Lily?" Sophie says.
“So, we can't buy snacks?’ | ask. “Like at a bakery or grocery store?’

Sophi€’ s best friend, Isabel, replies. “ Sophie and | have talked about the snacks alot. | know we're all busy,
but we'll be taking turns, so each of uswill only have to bake for the club two or three times ayear. We
really think homemade treats will make the meetings extra special. We can even exchange recipes, if
everyone'sinterested.”

| glance sideways at my mother to seeif she's freaking out as much as | am, but my mother is the Queen of
Calm. If she' s bothered by their homemade requirement, her face doesn’t show it.

| take a deep breath and try to copy my mom. She's keeping her eyes focused on the speaker. Her lips are
upturned in a dlight smile. And her hands are folded in her |ap.

Then | give myself apep talk. My dad taught me this trick because he saysthere aretimesin life you need
one and the only person availableis yourself. | believe thisis one of those times.

Lily, stop freaking out about the snacks! Geez, it’s not like someone’' sin the hospital or something. So many
people have bigger things to worry about. Get over it. You'll make something and it will be fine. It might
taste horrible. Or be black around the edges. Or require a steak knife to cut into it. But it’ll be fine.

Sophie continues. “| told my mom that next to seeing friends once a month and reading good books, sharing
yummy snacks was at the top of the list asto why | wanted to start a mother/daughter book club. The book
club gives us girls areason to play around in the kitchen and try new recipes. It'll be fun, right?’

| watch as the three other girls nod their heads in agreement with Sophie. | remain calm, all the while
thinking how awesome it would be to have a book club with pizza delivered at every meeting.

Sophie looks at a piece of paper in front of her before she says, “Okay, | think I’ve covered everything. After
we discuss A Wrinkle in Time this afternoon, we'll choose books for the rest of the year while we eat our

snack.”

One of the girls| just met today, Dharsanaa, points to the pie on the coffee table. “What kind of pie did you



make? It looks really good.”

“It's apple-blackberry, and | hopeit's good,” Sophiereplies. “It'sthefirst time |’ ve ever made apie. Mom
helped me with the crust.”

“And Jack gave you afew pie-baking tips, right?’ Isabel asks. Sophie nods while Isabel explains. “Jack isa
friend of mine who livesin Seattle. His mom owns Penny’s Pie Place, so he knows alot about pies.”

“Yeah,” Sophie says. “He told me to wrap the edge of the pie crust up with aluminum foil the last twenty
minutes, to keep it from getting too dark.”

Isabel rubs her hands together. “I can’t wait to try it, Soph. It looks like something out of a magazine.”

“But first we have to eat the jam sandwiches,” Katie says. “Like Meg and Charles did in the book, the night
of the storm.”

“We're going to have hot cocoatoo,” Sophie says.
“Arewe ready to start the discussion?” Dharsanaa asks.

“What about a name for our club?’ Isabel asks. “Remember, Sophie? We were going to see if anyone had
any suggestions.”

Thefifth girl, Katie, raises her hand. “| have an idea. How about the Baking Bookworms?”’

Sophie and Isabel squeal at the exact sametime. “I loveit!” Sophie says. “It's perfect! Isthat okay with
everyone?’

I look at my mom again. She looks at me. The Queens of Calm have vanished from the room. We are the
Princesses of Panic, because now there's no denying that this club is going to be as much about baking as it
is about reading. But everyoneistalking and agreeing that it's the best name ever, so neither of us saysa
word. | try to think of something else, a different name they’ d love just as much, but my mind is completely
blank.

Sophie' s dog, Daisy, barks, asking to be let in from the backyard. Sophie’s mom isin the kitchen getting the
hot cocoaready. “Isit okay if | let her in?’ | ask.

“Oh, sure. Thanks, Lily.”

I go to the back door and open it, and Daisy is so happy to see me. It' s started to rain outside. That's
probably why she wanted inside. She follows me back to the living room, where | rejoin everyone. Daisy sits
near the coffee table and licks her chops as she eyes the pie.

“Oh, no you don't,” Sophie says. She picks up the pie and walks toward the kitchen.

“Let’s go around the room and assign a month for hosting,” Isabel says. “I’ll take April. Lily, you get May,
Dharsanaa hosts in June, and in July, it'll be Katie. Isthat okay with everyone?’

We all nod our heads. | tell myself two monthsis plenty of time to find a delicious recipe and practice



making it a hundred times. Oh my gosh. Does that mean | have to eat it a hundred times? Maybe my sister
will help me. She's athletic and always hungry.

Or maybe we can read a historical book when it's my turn to host. Something from back in the days when
sugar was expensive and most people couldn’'t afford to bake anything really fancy. My great-grandma told
me that when she was allittle girl she'd get an orange and a few nutsin her stocking at Christmastime and
she'd be thrilled. | need abook like that. Then | could serve oranges and nuts and call it good.

Except Sophie wasn't satisfied with just serving hot cocoa and jam sandwiches. She had to go above and
beyond what was in the book and bake a beautiful, complicated pie.

| am so doomed.
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margarito Rone:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or that for al peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Frosting and Friendship. All type of book could
you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Don Numbers:

This Frosting and Friendship are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Frosting and Friendship can be one of the great books you must haveis
usualy giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Frosting and Friendship
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
weredize it useful in your day pastime. So , let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Patricia River a:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Frosting and Friendship was colourful and of course has
pictures around. Aswe know that book Frosting and Friendship has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.



Jose Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to

something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them isthis
Frosting and Friendship.
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