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Widukind, a monk at the prominent monastery of Corvey in Saxony during the
middle third of the tenth century, is known to posterity through his Res gestae
Saxonicae, an exceptionally rich account of the Saxon people and the reigns of
the first two rulers of the Ottonian dynasty, Henry I (919-936) and Otto I (936-
973). Widukind, likely of noble birth, received a thorough education in both
biblical and classical texts. When writing the Gestae, Widukind also had
available the extensive library at Corvey, with its large collection of ancient texts
as well as numerous works from the eighth and ninth centuries. Widukind drew
on these, and even more contemporary written sources to complement and inform
orally transmitted information that he received from many sources including
people closely associated with the Ottonian royal court. Widukind wrote the Res
gestae from the 950s to the 970s, incorporating additional material as he obtained
further information and as major new events took place in the German kingdom
and beyond. After providing a historical background for the Saxon people
Widukind devotes most of his attention to the political and military affairs of the
German kingdom, concentrating heavily on affairs of the royal court. Widukind
provides information that can be found in no other source. His close relationship
with the royal court enabled him to provide an "insider's" view of the people and
events that shaped the political and military history of the most powerful
kingdom in Europe. As a consequence, the Res gestae is an indispensable
account for the history of the German kingdom during the tenth century. Bernard
S. Bachrach and David S. Bachrach provide an introduction to the text that
contextualizes the author, his historical methods, and the information that he
provides. They draw on a large number of other written sources of information,
including both narrative works and the political, economic, social, and military
affairs of the day, and provide an extensive apparatus of notes.
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Bernard S. Bachrach is professor of history, ancient studies, religious studies, and
Jewish studies at the University of Minnesota. David S. Bachrach is associate
professor of history at the University of New Hampshire.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David S. Bachrach is associate professor of history at the University of New Hampshire

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Deeds of the
Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Patrick Spradlin:

The book untitled Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) is the guide that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ronnie Correa:

Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Deeds of the
Saxons (Medieval Texts in Translation) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Kathleen Sinclair:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Deeds of the Saxons (Medieval Texts in
Translation) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be



understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Deeds of the Saxons
(Medieval Texts in Translation) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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