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Michael Harrison had it all: good looks, charm, natural leadership, a wicked
sense of humor, and now, Ashley, his fiancée. While out celebrating with a group
of friends a few nights before the wedding, Michael suddenly and unexpectedly
finds himself enclosed in a coffin equipped only with a flashlight, a dirty
magazine, a walkie-talkie, and a tiny breathing tube. It's all in good fun —
payback for the grief his mates suffered due to his own penchant for tomfoolery
— that is until the four are killed in a drunk driving accident just moments after
leaving Michael completely alone and buried alive.

Detective Superintendent Grace—himself dealing with the pain of losing his
wife—is brought on to the case when Ashley reports Michael missing.
Suspicions are raised when Michael's only friend not at the bachelor party refuses
to cooperate, and Ashley's faithfulness—not to mention her increasingly
mysterious past—are suddenly thrown in to question. As Superintendent Grace
soon discovers, one man's disaster is another man's fortune.
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Michael Harrison had it all: good looks, charm, natural leadership, a wicked sense of humor, and now,
Ashley, his fiancée. While out celebrating with a group of friends a few nights before the wedding, Michael
suddenly and unexpectedly finds himself enclosed in a coffin equipped only with a flashlight, a dirty
magazine, a walkie-talkie, and a tiny breathing tube. It's all in good fun — payback for the grief his mates
suffered due to his own penchant for tomfoolery — that is until the four are killed in a drunk driving accident
just moments after leaving Michael completely alone and buried alive.

Detective Superintendent Grace—himself dealing with the pain of losing his wife—is brought on to the case
when Ashley reports Michael missing. Suspicions are raised when Michael's only friend not at the bachelor
party refuses to cooperate, and Ashley's faithfulness—not to mention her increasingly mysterious past—are
suddenly thrown in to question. As Superintendent Grace soon discovers, one man's disaster is another man's
fortune.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
British author James's far-fetched but terrifying thriller is the first of a new series featuring Det. Supt. Roy
Grace. Michael Harrison, a successful real estate developer with a penchant for practical jokes, gets a
horrible taste of his own medicine. As a prank, four of his friends bury Michael alive in a coffin equipped
with a breathing tube and a bottle of whiskey and leave him, ostensibly for a couple of hours. But when their
van crashes head-on into a truck and three of them are killed (the fourth dies later "in hospital"), Michael is
trapped. His cell phone doesn't work, but he does have a two-way radio whose companion is in the hands of
Davey, a mentally challenged young man who finds the phone near the scene of the accident. Grace, a
detective with a taste for the supernatural (he uses mediums to help him solve crimes), gets on the case and
discovers just how devious Michael's friends have been. The "buried alive" trope is undeniably powerful, and
Grace shows promise as a hero—but the crime and the plot surrounding Michael's plight are just too
cumbersome and transparent to really engage the reader.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
James, the executive producer of the recent film adaptation of The Merchant of Venice, brings his filmic
talent to a suspense tale that is almost excruciatingly easy to visualize. His opening premise is startlingly
simple, that of the trickster tricked. Four friends celebrate one of their members' impending marriage by
embarking on a pub crawl through several Sussex villages. What the groom-to-be doesn't realize is that his
pals plan to play a payback prank on him by burying him alive (with a breathing tube and a walkie-talkie) for
a couple hours. They leave the scene and are killed by an oncoming vehicle. Enter Detective Superintendent
Roy Grace, assigned to investigate the missing-bridegroom case. Grace finds the case difficult, both because
of the dearth of clues and because of his own wife's disappearance some years before. Achingly well plotted,
with suspense that has no letup. Connie Fletcher
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Achingly well plotted, with suspense that has no letup." —Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Dead Simple it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Allen Ellis:

Beside that Dead Simple in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Dead Simple because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!

Sara Jones:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Dead Simple was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Pablo McNamara:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Dead Simple can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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