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Roy Orhbison changed the course of popular music with songs like Pretty Woman,
Crying, and Only The Lonely. Rock stars from Elvis to Bruce Springsteen have
been profoundly affected by hiswork. Thisinsightful book examines the power
of Orbison's music--from his pioneer daysto his fantastic comeback--and the
events that lead to his untimely death.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

From his rockabilly roots in West Texas, Roy Orbison perfected the operatic rock ballad ("Only the Lonely,"
"Crying") delivered in a quavering voice that could "scream away the pain of heartbreak.” And there was
heartache aplenty to sing about: his teenage first wife, whom he began dating when she was 14, died ina
motorcycle accident in 1966; two years later, two of hissonsdied in afire that destroyed the family home.
Already addicted to sleeping pills, amphetamines and fast motorcycles, according to this account, Orbison
married a German teenager in 1969 as his personal life spun out of control and his career fell into near-total
eclipse. His comeback, cresting in a collaborative album with Tom Petty, Bob Dylan and George Harrison,
was cut short by his death in 1988. This well-researched bio provides vivid glimpses of the workahaolic
rocker's early years with Sun Records, his tours with the Beatles, his self-destructive tendencies. Amburn has
collaborated on autobiographies with Shelley Winters and Priscilla Presley. Photos.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

It isnot ironic that Roy Orbison, the man possessing one of pop music's most thrilling voices, sang tear-
jerking ballads and hid behind dark glasses. As seen in Amburn's biography, Orbison'slife reflects afull
range of rock 'n' roll emotions: he rose to stardom in the 1960s, tragically lost his wife and two children, sunk
into obscurity, reemerged to great acclaim, was voted into the Rock 'n' Roll Hall of Fame, then worked
himself to death on the crest of a huge comeback. This evenly paced, unbiased, well-researched account of
the singer'slifeis based on recollections of family, friends, and colleagues and material gleaned from print
and electronic media. Orbison's transcendence of generations of rock, pop, rhythm and blues, and country
music will give this book wide appeal.

- Donald W. Maxwell, Carmel Clay P.L., Ind.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Susan Williams;

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for awhileisreading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you thiskind of Dark Star: The Roy
Orbison Story book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mamie Perkins:

The ability that you get from Dark Star: The Roy Orbison Story could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Dark Star: The Roy Orbison Story giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because



the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having that Dark Star: The Roy Orbison Story instantly.

Nathan Hutchison:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Dark Star: The Roy
Orbison Story suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Dark Star: The Roy Orbison Storyis the one of several books which everyone read now. Thiskind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their ideain the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you awide
range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Lorraine Vargas:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Dark Star: The Roy Orbison Story
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice al over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So, for al of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick Dark Star: The Roy Orbison Story become your own personal starter.
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