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This volume brings together an international team of contributors to reconnect
field research on the shaft tombs of western Mexico (ca. 300 B.C.—A.D. 500)
with museum-based research on the distinctive human figures for which the
region is known. These finely made figures and dioramas have attracted the
interest of archaeologists, art historians, and museum curators for over a century
because of their expressiveness and rich detail, tempered by the sad fact that most
of these objects were |ooted from shaft and chamber tombs and sold on the wider
art market. This volume presents current research reflecting multiple perspectives
and using many new techniques for delving into the forms, functions, and
meanings of these enigmatic figures.

Fourteen insightful chapters present new research in four thematic sections: (1)
Case studies: Archaeological and biological studies, (2) Broader perspectives:
The contexts of figures and tombs across larger areas, (3) Collections-based
research: Natural science or statistical perspectives, and (4) Collections-based
research: Visual culture perspectives. In addition, the editors provide a
comprehensive historical overview of research on the figures and tombs and a
discussion of archaeology’ s twin evils, looting and faking. In the final chapter,
the editors propose avenues for productive new research that integrates different
disciplinary approaches and takes advantage of new technologies that help
scientists explore the past in new ways.

This volume aims to expose current researchersin western Mexico and
Mesoamerica at large to the productive lines of study currently taking place in
the field, the laboratory, and the museum, and to increase awareness of the
potential that exists for integrative and collaborative research.
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This volume brings together an international team of contributors to reconnect field research on the shaft
tombs of western Mexico (ca. 300 B.C.—A.D. 500) with museum-based research on the distinctive human
figures for which the region is known. These finely made figures and dioramas have attracted the interest of
archaeologists, art historians, and museum curators for over a century because of their expressiveness and
rich detail, tempered by the sad fact that most of these objects were looted from shaft and chamber tombs
and sold on the wider art market. This volume presents current research reflecting multiple perspectives and
using many new techniques for delving into the forms, functions, and meanings of these enigmatic figures.

Fourteen insightful chapters present new research in four thematic sections. (1) Case studies: Archaeological
and biological studies, (2) Broader perspectives. The contexts of figures and tombs across larger areas, (3)
Collections-based research: Natural science or statistical perspectives, and (4) Collections-based research:
Visual culture perspectives. In addition, the editors provide a comprehensive historical overview of research
on the figures and tombs and a discussion of archaeology’ stwin evils, looting and faking. In the final
chapter, the editors propose avenues for productive new research that integrates different disciplinary
approaches and takes advantage of new technologies that help scientists explore the past in new ways.

This volume aims to expose current researchers in western Mexico and Mesoamerica at large to the
productive lines of study currently taking place in the field, the laboratory, and the museum, and to increase
awareness of the potential that exists for integrative and collaborative research.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christopher S. Beekman, University of Colorado—Denver, has carried out archaeological research in Jalisco
since 1993. Hisinterests lie in the reconstruction and understanding of ancient political systemsin this area,
and in the role played by group identity.

Robert B. Pickering has pursued archaeological and osteological research in north and west Mexico for
more than 30 years. His research in human osteology and mortuary behavior led him to explore the ceramic
figures found with human remainsin the shaft and chamber tombs of western Mexico.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joyce L oza:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
of Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
available asit. So, do you even now thinking Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A
Reassessment is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Thomas Lemos:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Shaft Tombs and
Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A
Reassessmentis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of thisreserve. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Dewey Rascon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,



brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican
Society: A Reassessment that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world agreat deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A
Reassessment become your own starter.

Ashley Wright:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican
Society: A Reassessment is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Download and Read Online Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West
Mexican Society: A Reassessment From Gilcrease M useum
#50X821VIABT



Read Shaft Tombsand Figuresin West M exican Society: A
Reassessment From Gilcrease Museum for online ebook

Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment From Gilcrease Museum Free PDF
dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment
From Gilcrease Museum books to read online.

Online Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment From
Gilcrease Museum ebook PDF download

Shaft Tombsand Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment From Gilcrease M useum Doc
Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment From Gilcrease Museum M obipocket
Shaft Tombs and Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment From Gilcrease Museum EPub

50X821VJIABT: Shaft Tombsand Figuresin West Mexican Society: A Reassessment From Gilcrease M useum



