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Over the last two centuries the Muslim world has undergone dramatic
transformations, impacting the Islamic tradition and throwing into question our
understanding of tradition. The notion of tradition as an unmoving edifice is
contradicted by the very process of its transmission, and the complex role human
beings play in creating and sustaining traditions is evident in the indigenous
mechanisms of change within the Islamic tradition.

Politics of the Islamic Tradition locates the work of Egyptian cleric Muhammad
al-Ghazali within the context of this dynamic Islamic tradition, with special focus
on his political thought. Al-Ghazali inherited a vast and diverse heritage which
he managed to reinterpret in a changing world. An innovative exploration of the
change and continuity present within Muslim discourses, this book brings
together disparate threads of the Islamic tradition, religious exegesis, the
contemporary Arab Middle East, the Islamic state and idea of renewal in al-
Ghazali’s thought. As well as being one of the first complete treatments of al-
Ghazali’s works, this book provides an original critical approach to tradition and
its capability for innovation and change, countering the dichotomy between
tradition and modernity that typically informs most scholarly studies on
contemporary Islam.
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Offering highly original insights into Islamic thought and engaging with critical
notions of tradition, this book is essential reading for students and scholars of
Islamic Politics and History.
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tradition and throwing into question our understanding of tradition. The notion of tradition as an unmoving
edifice is contradicted by the very process of its transmission, and the complex role human beings play in
creating and sustaining traditions is evident in the indigenous mechanisms of change within the Islamic
tradition.

Politics of the Islamic Tradition locates the work of Egyptian cleric Muhammad al-Ghazali within the
context of this dynamic Islamic tradition, with special focus on his political thought. Al-Ghazali inherited a
vast and diverse heritage which he managed to reinterpret in a changing world. An innovative exploration of
the change and continuity present within Muslim discourses, this book brings together disparate threads of
the Islamic tradition, religious exegesis, the contemporary Arab Middle East, the Islamic state and idea of
renewal in al-Ghazali’s thought. As well as being one of the first complete treatments of al-Ghazali’s works,
this book provides an original critical approach to tradition and its capability for innovation and change,
countering the dichotomy between tradition and modernity that typically informs most scholarly studies on
contemporary Islam.

Offering highly original insights into Islamic thought and engaging with critical notions of tradition, this
book is essential reading for students and scholars of Islamic Politics and History.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mohammed Moussa is a Postdoctoral Fellow at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, whose research
interests lie primarily in the Islamic tradition and change.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Ashcraft:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Politics of the Islamic Tradition: The Thought of
Muhammad Al-Ghazali (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Democratization and Government). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book Politics of the Islamic Tradition: The Thought of Muhammad Al-Ghazali (Routledge Studies in Middle
Eastern Democratization and Government). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Delbert Lambert:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Politics of the Islamic Tradition: The Thought of Muhammad Al-Ghazali
(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Democratization and Government) can be very good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Lawrence Gibbs:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Politics of the Islamic Tradition: The Thought
of Muhammad Al-Ghazali (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Democratization and Government) guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Politics of the Islamic Tradition: The Thought of



Muhammad Al-Ghazali (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Democratization and Government) as good
book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Donnie Ned:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. Politics of the Islamic Tradition: The Thought of Muhammad Al-Ghazali
(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Democratization and Government) can be your answer as it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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